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the end, (by often tailing the fame nouritn 
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you the meaning of this moral, it is thus——the 
emperor may fignify the world, who having 
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To the Reader. 


ing into the hands of the ftep-mother, (figni- 
fying Sin) who is an Empreis of great. bewitch 
ing, and one that commands the world: fhe 
works by all poffible means the confufion of, 
Man, and would prevail againit his weaknefs, 
but that a ftar from heaven, (by which is meant 
Goodnels from above) initruéts Man. how to 
avoid the allurements of Sin, by not opening 
his mouth to bid ‘her. welcome; and. the better 
to prevent her mifchief, he hath Seven Wife 
“failers, which are the Seven Liberal Sciences, 
ro give him wholfome inftrudtions, and by 
thoie helps fave him from mortal danger: fo 
that, being thus armed, Man liveth to batter 
down Sin, (figured in the death of the Em- 
prefs‘and her minion) and tn the end to gain a 
rich crown of glory and happinefs, fet ready 
for all thofe that in this life labour to attain to 
heaven by doing. well, 


This is the explanation of the moral; of 
which, if thou make right ufe, it will bea rich 
dbanguet to thy foul, Farewel, 
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‘Things of Comic phi eey dy begins wiih 
a Fun:ral, | 


OMETIME: in: the City of Rome there 
was afamous Lumperor named Po ntian ye! $2 
man of great wiklom; he took to his wi 
king’s daughter that was very ae and-ansiabie, 
to all people g oracious, and to-her butband fight 
dear: fhe conceived by him, an “a wis see kd 
of aliou’ named Dioclefian. |‘ Thevchild: grew 
apace, ind. of all people was beloved; and 
when vhé-wasvof the age of feven years his 
mother the Emprefs falling fick, and feeling her- 
feif that. fhe might not oy we atrer her lord 
the amperor. (being rode forth on: progrefs) 
meflenger, that he fhould return witbeut tar- 
Trying, if ever he would fee her alive. 
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And when he was cone, fhe faid unto hin— 
© my dear Jord, of this. ficknefs I imavendée 


«icape, wherefore the natural and tender love 
ytidocare that is to mey towards you and your 
tony makes a fuit to you before my deathy He 
réplisd—Defire what you willy:t fhall not deny 
you any thing. Then, faid fhe, ‘after my 
death you wil take another wife,ias is moft 
colivenientj: wherefore, | befeeci you, : that 
fie over my fon have no power, but that he be 
hourif{hed far from jheryvand trained. up. in 
learnings, The Emperor-anfwereds—My mott 
deat wifey your petition m al things ‘fhall be 
performed: ‘Then turmedthe Emprefs and gav@ 
ap the ghoft;: Manysdaysafter,. the Emperor 
bewdiled her death, aidoling after fhewed his 
heavineis, and. waikbin'nowvife be joxfuly 

$ fi 


is ifaw 
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via the Emperor committed and delivered his Son 
Seven Wife Mafiers to be infirudted in Learn- 
17 
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PON..a timecas the Emperor lay. in his 
Le bed, ‘he thought himfelf: inwardly of his 
fon, faying in‘his heart--[ have but one only 
fon, which fhall be-my heir; ut cis*pood, while 
he is young y that 1 he is fet to leam ¢ ‘unning and 
wifdor, by y which he may, after ny: death, go- 
vein and rule the e mpire; intimating thereby, 

that a worthy. Prince taking upon a too 
great a weight and charge, as the government 
ofa kingdom, ought frit to léarn to be hisown 
eovernor, and to mailer his own affections, — 
cathat, when he was earlyirifen up from his 
bed, he caufed to be called the tords of his 
council before him, and of, them took advice 
what were beit therein’ to be déne rand they 
anfwered---Lord, in Rome are Seven Wile 
Mafters, who live in very iret fame for their 
excellency.tmarts; great counfel, amd iniirue- 

tidns; let. them Ke tent for, and det ver them 
hs 2 fon fo be foltered and InftrtG Gin ite 

ing. The Emperor undetftanding - hi ats Jere 
his rere so made powertul by his ont deal? ce 
the Seven. Waite — that» they “Should 
come to-ham «without aglayr ithey anon’ cae 
before: thé Emoeror, cand he demanded of thest 

iW theysknew whe é srefor ehe hod ded: forsthemes 
they aniwered—~Lheicaufe isoas your wilt ma 
tevideth,? 3 sprites BOB burt cit hee oh Ae 
4p thew us your mind, we be ready to fulhl it 


a I Rtg, 
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| to the: utmoft.of. our powers. To whom the 
| Emperor faid—I ‘i but one fon, which I 
| fhali deliver to you to connrin in all good ways 
of learning and virtue, fo ~ at by your doc- 
i trihe and’ wifdom he may more witel y govern 
ire after my decéafe,. 

she frit Mafier, named Pontillas, faid-—~ 


: 4 
Lord, deliver me your fon, and I fhall teach ~~ 
aim as much cunning % within yan years, -as I 

baller 


te 6 
fer 


ea 


‘hen fpake the fecond: Matter, ‘named Len- “| 
tullus—Sir, of Jong time ol have-ferved*yous | 
and hitherto have had no rewards 2. demand 
nothing of you but that you deliver me your 
fon to govern, and I fhall make-him as cunaing 
Within {im years as | andall my fellows, 
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Theithird: Matter; named Craton, faido~My 
lord, many times d have been with you on the 
sea; in perihof my life, and have lad no-man- 
ner of reward: if 1 might, for my: recom- 
pence, obtain that»-you would vouchfate té 
commit your fon under my ‘gOvernance,. | 
thould itfoerny hinvas:much within five years, 
if his wit will thereto! ae as fF and -all m4 
fellows' can. 

Then itood: up the fourth Mafter named 
Malquidrack, who was right lean of body, and 
faid—My. lord, remember I'and all my predé 
edffors have ierved emperors, and received: fo 
reward, wherefore fy afk no other thingy! but 
that youcdeliver me: your ie to teachy andl 
fhatlimake- him take as much {cience andiw i> 
dons’ within four yearsias 1 abi ald. my fellows 
bavel learned in all owr dives, 

‘Tisensfpake the fifth. hag ties a Was 1g 
ed Jofephuss-Lotdyrbam .old) and m anv times 
am called to your he deeil gc rd lund, that 
i ‘counfel Ihath: profited: you, and fo dikew ite 

ray Lido. hereafter suyet I defire nosdiorey iret 
a ite you deliver:me sou rion, and # fhyath ia 
ftradt him masmuchicunnifg and feieade chat 
he within three years:{hall be:prompt in mes ay 
nivel as] andall ry: fellows have. 

Then ¢ame theiiiath Matter, name di Gleoi. 
plids; who faid lrke toithe other, promifing to 


-siforia the child an all their cunning ‘in two 
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ro THE SEVEN WISH MASTERS, 
and, protmifed to learn dim) within one-year, the 
felences and wifdoin of them all, : 
When all this was done, the Emperor faid— 
My truity friends, 1 am very much bound to 
thank you all, and every one of you, for that 
you. have fo earneitly defired: to fofter and in- 
dlru& my fon: if I fhould now commit him to 
one and not to another,: thereupon would enfue 
much diffention among you; therefore, to you 
all, and every of you, | commit my fon to be 
nourifhed and taught. ‘The Mafters hearing 
this, exprefling both their greatnefs of joy, and 
forwardnefs: 1 will to the Emperor, alk with 
one harmony. of confent: received: his fon,: and 
led\him. towards the Court of Rome. . Upon 
the way, fpake Craton to chis fellows—lf we 
this child fhould: teach within the. City of 
Rome, there is fo great refort and concourfe of, 
people, that it would hinder him in learning: 
4 know adfair. place, from’ Rome fome two 
miles, right pleafant and delectable; there. let 
wis make .a four-fquare chamber of ftoneoand. 
put him therein, and upon ‘the walls. thereof 
fet us paint and write the feven liberal arts, . fo 
that the child all times may fee and behold his 
doctrine therein, as well asin his book.. : ‘This 
advice pleafed them.all, and was, done.accord- 
inglyin every. point; the Mafters diligently, 
every day, during feven years, taught andin~ 
firucted the child, and determined among them- 
felves, and faid—tIt is.good that we examine 
our difciple, to fee at what perfection our pains 
hath arrived, dnd what. ftrength and growth : 
his 
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his virtue and knowledge is come.to: and they 
all wifely and religioufly accorded to that coun- 
fel: then faid Matter Poutillas—How fhall we 
prove him? ‘Craton faid—Let every one of uss) 
as he fleepeth, put under every corner of his 
bed an olive leaf, amd then we fhail know if hey 
perceived or felt any thing, or not: ’this-done, 
he awaking. greatly marvelled, and’ lifted. up 
his eves towards =the roof. of:-the:chamber fer- 
vently. The Mafters feeing that, faid, Where- 
fore lift you up youreyes fo fharply? He an- 
{wered—-It is no marvels: for in my fleep lfaw 
the uppermoft part of my chamber inchned to- 
wards the earth, or elie under.meat)wasdifted 
up, . The Mafters: hearing this,» taid amongit 
theinfelves—If this: chitd: live, he fhall’ bea 
man of great cunning and fame. | 


al 
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How the Emperor by the Counfel of the great 
Princes and Lords of bis Empire, wedded 
rr f ? 
another WV ife. 


T HE princes and great lords of the empire, 
in the mean time, ‘came to the: Emperer, 
and faid—My lord, ye have only one {on, it is 
poflible he might die, therefore tt were profita- 
ble that you would wed another wife, that 
thereby your joys and hopes may. be bleffed. 
with far more certainty and affured happinets 
in your race and ‘flue, to the intent that the 
empire of Rome be not left without an heir. 
Moreover, you are fo. mighty, that if it fhould 
~ happer 


ae oil 


a 
os i Sons .an bik = _— 
ee riti SEVEN AVASE MASTERS. 
happen yon to get many children, you: may 
peoiate and advance them all to great dignities 
and lordiiips. . Whereupon; ant fwered the Em- 
percr+—it is your counfel that | ihall take ano- 
ther wife; then feek me one that is gracious, a. 
pure virgin, fair and gentle born, and then I 
fhall follow: your counfél and advice. Lhey 
went and fought, and fearched out se king- 
doms and countries; and at us laft, they found 
the king’s daughter of Caftale; ghat! was right 
fair arid beautiful, and her they gave the Em- 
peror to wife, who behaved herfeif fo well, 
that anon he was fo gre atly. taken in: her love, 
that. he forgot all the forraw of heart he had 
taken for the.death of bis firit wife: and when 
they had lived Jong together without any chil- 
dren, and when the Emprefstaw that the might 
not conceive, when fhe heard the Emperor 
had a fon with the Seven Wife Matters, to be 
foftered. and taught, to the great. good and 
probit of the pals fhe xt thought is herfelf, 
and wifhed bts death, and from that very ies 
jmagined how the might confpife-his deftruc- 
tion. + It. happened on-amight, ag the Empes 


ew? 


‘ror lay in his bed, he faid. unto the Emprefs— 
My mot dear and bef, beloved .wrte, I fhall 


jou the Pe th of iny heart, for 
he don sia is. NO creature that I leve 
€ yorts: < exetore pint in my, love. 
Pheu, iaud the 1 fair im efs, it it be. fo. ag 
you n fays 1 require) oF you: one boon, or. petis 
tion. —Detire what. ¥: on will, daid the, Empe- 


vor, and) all-that in me is poikble.l fhall fultl 


and 


~ 


and give it you. Then, faid the Emprefs, my 
dear lofd,; you know | have no-child by you 
yet conceived, for which am fore penfive and 
heavy; but Fame, that. never conceals itfelf 
long to true joy, hath. delivered this happy 
truth to me, that you have one fon only,. the 
which is fent to the Seven Wife Matters to be 
taught and governed, and bim I hold and re- 
quire for my own fon; wherefore I befeech 
you, fend for him, that I may fee him, and 
have cenfolation of his prefence, as though he 
were imine ews  Hereupon, arfwered the 
Emperor—ft is fixteem years pift fince I faw 
him, your will fa thebe faltitheds » incontinent 
the Bmperer fent unto the Seven, Wife Matters 
a lerter, fealed with his fecret fien; that upon 
pautef death they fhould bring his fon in the 
feaft of Pentecoft tollowing, 
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H Flow the Bevin Wife Matters, after the Sight af 
| thes Emperor’s Letter, rvould firft obferve the 
Courle and divine For fhewing of the’ Firma~. 
ment and: Planets, whet ven it-were geod to obey 
his. Commandments or not. 


ND when the Mafters by the letter had 
underfiood the Emperor’ will, in. the 
night they went and beheld the ftars in the fir- 
mament, whether it would be expedient to 
Brine, the: child to the Emperor or not ; and 


“they {aw clearly in the ftars, that if they 


fhould lead the child in thattime affigned, at 
the firft word he fhould {peak he fhould die an 

evil rath ; whereforethey were all oe forry, 
and as they beheld another ftar, they faw that 

if they delivered not the child at the time be- 


I fore faid, they fhould lofe their heads, Said 


OWS 
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ene of them—Of two evils the leaft is beft 5 it 
is better that all we die, than the'child should 
lofe: his life; therefore, that: we- may fave the 
child’s life,’ let us go to the Emperor... As they 
were thus forrewful, the child came into his 
chamber, and feeing his Mafiers fo-heavy, he 
‘demanded the caufe of their heavinefs': where- 
unto they anfwered—Sir, we have recelyed 
your father’s letters, that upon pain of death, 
now this high featt of Pentecoft,, we fhalt lead. 
you to your country; whereupon, we have 
beholden the firmament, wherein we clearly 
find, that if swe (within the time‘prefixed) 
prefent you to your father, atthe fixftword ye 
fhall pronounce out of your mouth, ye fhall 
be to the moft vileft death condemned... hen 
faid the child—I mutt alfo behold the firma- 

ment with the ftars; and fo he did, and found 

clearly in a little ftar, that if he could abflain | 3 

from {peaking feven days he fhould p:eferve and) § 

fave his lif2. And_after he had feen this,“ call-_ i 

ed his Mafters and fhewed them.the ftar, and’ ® 

faid—Behold, my dear Mafters, I fee perfectly | fi 

in the ftar, that-if Dabftain myfelf feven days, 

I fhall fave my life: Ye are now Seven Maf- | 

ters, the wifeft ofall the world, it is.an eafy jf 

thing for you, every of you for me to anfwer, | # 

and with your wife,anfwer every of you his 

day, my life may fave and keep; and in the) 

eighth. day I fhallfpeak.. mylelf, and. fave my| fF 

life, and all youfrom peril: as the. Mafters didi 

behold that certain ftar, they thought to them-|% 

felyes, that the child had faid nght, and, Al- Bi 

aumiidit: HE 
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| mighty God be thanked’that' the underftanding 
| of our difciple exceeded us, \/ he firlt Mafter, 
|! Pontillas, faid—Lord, | L.will anfwer on the firft 
| day, and faveryour life cand the feeond Mater 
| faid—-I fhall likewife on my day: anfwer 3 and 
|| fo confequently every of them promifed to an- 
I fwer fer-himfelf his: day and this faid, the 

cloathed the child’ in purple, leaped on horfe+ 
back with «a fair companys iand‘haftened with 
the child to the Emperor.) - 1 © | 


ee are 


How the Eriperor tode to ‘met’ his! Son comink 


|< from: Study, vito Poy Soleantty, and’ Pris 
umpPr. | poy 


MAT PEN the’ Emperor perceived that ‘his 

‘YY fon was coming on the way,, he rode, 

with great joy to meet him, and the Masters 
\- 
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underftanding the coming af the Emperor, faid 
unto the! child—It is belt that we depart, that 
in- the mean .while we may provide how we 
may fave your life. The child fatd—it plea- 
feth me well that youdo fo, but have mind of 
me'in my neceflity: fo they took leave, and 
departed towards the city, and: the child came 
#fter; accompanied: maft. honorably. And as 
he and his father the Emperor met, for joy he 
took his fon about the neck and kifled him, 
and faid—-M y dear fon, now is my joy com- 
pleat, 1 be hold j in théee-the treafure of my. life’s 
comfort. . How is.ir-with yous. it 1s long fince 
that | faw you, He bowed down. his head, 
‘and anfwered nothing. The father had great 
’wonder why he fpake not, and thought in hie 
felf that his Matters had ingore bien fo, that 
y arriving | fhould not fpeak. And when they 
ere come into the palace, and were defeended 
froth their horfes, the father took the fon. by 
the hand and led him into the hall, and fet him 
next him, and heheld him, and faid—1 ell me 
now Le it i with a Mafters: how ] 


fon you: But he ba 
and {pake not. 
{peak ye not to mes 
that the Emperor’s & 
joyous, and fad—! 

parelled herfelf wit 
her two of her ger 
the Eniperaor was 
her down by the cf 
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| peror—Is this your fon that hath beenmourifh- — 
§ ed with the Seven Wife Mafters? and he faid—_ 

B itis my fon, but he fpeaketh not. She faid— 

| Deliver-to.me your fon, and if everhe fpeak, E.. 
| fhall make him, .Then. faid the Emperor— 
# Rife and go with her. The fon did reverence 
| to his. father, as though he had faid—I am 
| ready to accomplifh. yout wills and fo he went 
with h LSrOs. 


al Pow ihe Emprefs led Dioclefian, the Emperor’s 
| © Son, with her into a Chamber, to make good 
e “Cheer with him, the which he withfiocd, 


% Emprefs led ia with her tKth ab 
“chamber, and commanded all. others to: 


= 


THE SEVEN'WISE MASTERS, 19 
and faid—-Omy, befi beloved Dioclefian! T 
have heard much of your perfon and beauty 5 
but’ncw lam glad that I may fee that which 
my heart eéveteth Zand loveth; for I have 
caufed your father to fend for you, that I might 
have folace and j joy of your perfon ; whe refore 
rivht heartily f give Abie knowledge that 3 for 
your love unto this day have kept my virgini~ 
ty; fpeak to me therefore, and let us go to-bed 
together. But he gave aie no anfwer. She 
feeing that, faid unto him—0O good Dioclefian, 
which hath the’ half of ny foul, why fpeak ye 
not to me? or at leaft thew me fotme token ‘of 
thy Jove. What fhall I do? -Speak*to me, T 
&m ready to perform vour will.) And when the 
had thus faid, fhe embraced him, and would: 
have kiffed te mouth, but he turned his vi- 
fagé from. her, and in ‘no wife kaolin confent. 
Then fhe faid again—O fon, wherefore do you 


. thus'with me? “Lets tees together, and then 


fhall ye perceive that, for your love, I have 
kept my virginity. But he turned his vilage 

2eain from’ her; the feeing that of :her he was 
afhamed, fhewing unto Hine her naked body and 
breafts, faying“UBehold, my fon, what body [ 
haves it’ is‘at your will,°a fardaut at your 


‘pleafare: Zive me your confent, or it fhall Be 


hard for me to! depart hence in my right mind, 
He fhewed her no manner of love , but as much 
as Re could withdrew himfé i ftowy 4 hero. When 
fhe faw that, the faid-~O my bef fon, if it 
pleafe you ot to’ confent unto me éyet fj ak) 
pechap ps for fonre‘réafonablé caufed Lo, hereis 
pen, 
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pen, ink, and paper, then’ write your will, whe+ 
ther ] may at any time hereatter truit.in your 
loye or not... The child wrote as. followeth— 
© lady, God. forbid that 1, fhould defile my 
father’s orchard! for 1 wot. nor what fruit I 
fhould have of it. I know well that 1 fhould 
fin greatly in the fight of God, and allo run 
in the malediction of my father; and there- 
fore from henceioxth 1 pray) you provoke me 
HO more thereto. 

When fhe.bad feen and read the writing, fhe 
tore it with oa ae and rent her cloaths to 
hersnayel, and caft from«her all thewornaments 
of her head, and cried with a Joud voice 
Come hither, my lords, and-belp-me,: left thig 
rude and eyil body uaa and ravidhome, 
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How the Emprefs cemplatned to the Emperor of 
Hee patie donc unto her by bis fan, 


Be “HE Baer being in the hall, and 


éaving the ery of the Emprefs,: haflily 
run anual cans chamber, with many of his 


knights and fervants following him,; to Know 


the. matter.. “Then .began the Emprefs. to cry. 
and pee to the Emperor: in this, wife—-Oi my 
lord, have pity.on me! bzhold this young inatt 
is. not a fon, but the fouleft forribaldry and 
actions of luxury. that ever fin) and -heat put 
ftreagth into; for as you know, J Jed him ‘wal 
the phar ber, and would have, exhorted. and, 
cautfed 
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eaufed him to have fpoken: I: have done as 
much therefore'as J: can or may; and whilft 2 
moved him to have fpoken, he hath endeavour- 
ed’ himielf with me: to: have finned, and be- 
caufe | would not confent, but withftood as 
much as } might to flie: the: fame, he hath 
made my. vifage all bloody, and torn my vel~ 
ture and ornaments off my heady. as, you may 
fee; and if you had not foon come unto my 

calling, he had ended in me his moft fouland 
wicked appetite. When the Emperor-faw and . 
heard this, (filled with great malice and mad- 
nefs)he commands, his dervant to lead him to 
the gallows and hang, him. When the lords 

eard thereof, they faid—-Lord, you have. but 
this only fony it is, not good that ye thus 
Nightly put him to death; the law,is ordained 
for tran{grefforss andiif he-mutt die, let him 
by the law die, left it,be faid—that the Em- 
peror in his wrath, without law.or.juftice, had 
put his only fon, to death... As the Emperor 
heard this, he commanded him to be put in 
ptifon till judgment was given, againft hin. 
When the Emprefs underitood that-the child 
was not put to! death; fhe wept’ bitterly, and 
would take no reft. When night came, the 
Emperor entered into his chamber te go’to.bed, 
and. found his wife forrowing, to whom: Me 
» fad-—-O my dear lady, for what,caufe are ye 
-forrowful? She anfwered—Know. ye not that 
<syour.accurfed fon hath done me fo much fhame 
and: difhonoured you, that. you. commanded 
him to be hanged, and yet he liveth, and your 
word 
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word is not performed, nor my fhame re- 
venged?. To-morrow, faid the: Emperor, he 
fhall die by the law. Then: faid fhe—Shall he 
fo long live? Then might:it happen to you 
‘as it did ‘to a burgefs of: Reme, of whom an 
example is mentioned.. The Emperor faid—l 
pray you fhew me. this example.) ‘7 hat {hall I 
do gladly, fays the Emprefs:. 


Lhe firft Example of the Emprefs. 


N the City of Rome was a burgefs, which 
hada ‘fair garden, wherein he had a noble 
tree, the which every year brought forth frudz 
of good virtue; for whofoever eat thereof that 
were fick of any manner of ficknefs, or lepro- 
fy, he fhould foon be whole, and receive fight. 
It happened on a day, as the burgefs went 
into the garden to vilit the tree, he efpied un- 


der the tree a fair young imp, and called to. 


him. the gardener, and faid—My friend, of 
this young imp I give thee charge, for | truft 
of that to plant a better‘tree than this is. “The 
gardener faid—l fhall it gladly’do.. Another 
‘time the burgels came again into‘the garden to 
evifit the young plant, and it appeared unto 
‘him that it’grew not fo much as it fhould dos 


and he faid ‘to the gardener—How may this be? 


and he faid—It is no wonder, for» this great 
‘tree hath fo great arms and. branches, that the 
air “may not come to the root of the young 
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the arms and the boughs, that the air may 
come thereto: ‘The gardener did as he:com- 
manded, ‘The burgefs came again another 
time to fee the young plant, and thought that 
it grew never the better ; and faid to the gar- 
dener-——What is it that Jetteth not ‘this plant 
to grow. now? and he faid—I fuppofe the 
height of ‘the old trée letteth the fun, that the 
fain may not’ come thereto, and therefore it 
cannot grow. ‘hen faid the mafter unto him; 
Hew down that tree to the ground, for I hope 
of this plant to have a better than ever this 
was; The gardener hearing his mafter, hewed 
down the tree, and as foon as this was déne, 
the young plant perifhed, .and came to nought; 
wherefore there came great harm, for when 
the poor fick people perceived that the tree was 
deftroyed, they curfed all them that were 
counfellors and helpers thereto, by the which 
they were oftentimes healed and cured of their 
infirmities. Then, faid the Empyefs to her 
lord, Underftand ye. what I have faid? He 
anfwered—Yea, right well. Then faid fhe, I 
will declare the meaning of that I have faid, 


! The Declaration of the Example, 
T HIS tree, my lord, betokeneth your molt 


noble perfon, how that with your coun- 


fel and help many poor and fick folks are great- |) q 


ly comforted; and the young imp which 1s 
erown under the great tree, is your uccurfed 
ion, 
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| fon, that now: by cunning beginneth-to.grow, 


and ftudieth firft. how he might cut off the 


‘arms and. boughs of your might, and how. te 


win him. the land and. favour of; the people; 
yea, and more! unnaturally, .imagineth, to. de- 
{troy your perfon, that he may, himfelf.reigns 
but what fhall then .enfué thereef>, All. poor 
and feeble people fhall curfe them who might 
have deftroyed your fon, -and- have not yet 
done it: therefore, I counfel you; while you 
are in power, that» you deftroy him, left the 
curfe ofthe people fall upon you. “Then faid 
the Emperor, ye have given me-good counfel, 
to-morrow | fhall condemn him to the vilele 
death’ that can. be thought upon. When the 
day was, the Emperor went and fat im judg- 
ment, and commanded his fervants to‘lead his 
fon to be hanged, with trumpets founding in 
token of death. As the Emperor’s fon was 
led through the city, the common people be- 


‘gan to weep and -cry—Alas, the only fon of 


thé: Emperor.is led towards his. death! And 


therewithal camie Pantillas, the firft Mafter, 


riding upon a horfe. When the child faw 
him, he bowed his head, as though he faid— 
Mind: me svhen you come before my father, 


» fee how I am led toward the gallows, ‘Then 


theafafter {aid to the fervants—Miake no hafte, 


‘for. | hope, by-the grace of. God, this day. ta 


deliver him from.de@th. «Then faid all the 


7 “people—O good Matter, hafte you to the pas 
dace, and,leave your difciple. He {mote his 
) horie with his fpurs,, till he came to the pa- 


lace; 
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‘Jace, and kneeled to the Emperor, and did him 


_ reverence. 


To whom the Emperor faid—It 


“hall never be to thee good: who anfwered—t 
have deferved ,a better reward. “Uhe Emperor 
faid—Thou lieft, for I delivered my fon to 


- 2 ~~. 


thee well mannered, and now he is brought 
home dumb, and hath fought to work his will, 
to the fhame of my virtuous Emprefs, and the 
difhonour of his father’s-bed for ever; therefore 
this day fhall he dié, and ye fhall die a fhame- 


' ful death. . Then faid the Mafler—Lord, for- 


afmuch, as your fon fpeaketh not, the canfe 


whereof God knoweth, and without caufe it 
“js mot, as you fhall underftand; and whereas 


you fay, that he would have committed the fin 
of enforcement on your Emprefs, I fhall fay 


to you of a truth,-he hath been in our compas , 


ny to the fpace of fixteen years, and we never 
could perceive fuch abufe by him; therefore, 
my dear lord, 1 fhall fhew you one thing, that 
if you put your fon to death for the words of 
‘your wife, it fhall happen to. you worle than 
to a kpight’ that killed his beft grey-hound 


(through the words of his wife) which faved 


his fon ftom death. “Then faid the Emperor to 
the Mafter—Tell me that example: the Mat- 
er faid—Lord, that fhall I not do, for before I 
- fall end: your fon might be dead, and then 
without hope fhall I rehearfe it; but if it 
pleafe you this noble example to hear, call 
again your fon till to-morrow; and as you 
think by reafon, then do with him your plea- 


fare. As the Emperor heard that, anon he 
willed 
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‘| 
willed the child to be called again; and in the. 
mean time he fent him to prifon, <hile the, 
Matter finifhed his tale; and then began in the 


following manner. 


@- 


The firft Example ofthe Firf? Mafter. 


HERE was a valiant knight had only one 

fon as you have, which he loved fo much - 
Hat he ordaitied for his keepers three nourifh- 
ers; the firft fhould give him fuck, and feed 
him; the fecond wafh him, and keep him 
clean; ; and the third fhould bring to ‘his fleep © 
and reft. The knight had alfo a grey-hound — 
and a faulcon, which he alfo loved right well. 
The grey-hound was fo good that he never ran | 
atany game but he took it, and held it till his | 
mafler came. And it his mafter was difpoied ” 
to go to any battle, if he could not tpeed 
therein, anon as’ he fhould mount his horfe, 


the. grey-hound would take his horfe-tail in’ 


his mouth, and draw backward, and cry and 
how! marvelloufly loud. By thefe figns, and” 
the obfervations thereof, the kight: did alae 
ways underftand that his journey fhould haves 
very ill fuceeis.. The faulcon was fo gentie; 
and hardy, that he was never. caft off to his: 
préy, but he took it. , ; 

‘The fame knight had great pleafure im jyutt~) 
ing < and tourney, fo that upon a time, ‘under his] 
caitle, he proclaimed a tournament, to. tHe] 
which came many great lords and knights. 
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! 
| The knight entered into the tourney, and his 
| dady went with her maidens to fee it, and as 
| they went out, after went the nourifhers, and 
"left the child ‘lying in the cradle in the hall, 
| where the grey-hound lay near the wall, and 
| the hawk or faulcon ftanding upon a perch. In 
| this hall there was a ferpent lurking, to all 
| them of the caftle unknown, which when he 
_ perceived they were all abfent, he put his head 
out of his hole; and when he faw none but 
the child in the cradle, he went out of his hole 
towards the cradle, to have flain the child, 
‘The noble faulcon perceiving that, and be- 
holding the grey-hound that was fleeping made 
fuch ruffing with her wings, that the grey- 
‘hound awaked and rofe up; and when he faw 
the ferpent near the child, anon againft him 
he leaped, and they both fought fo long that 
the ferpent had grievoufly wounded the grey- 
hound that he bled fo fore, that the earth about 
the cradle was bloody. The grey-hound, 
~wken he felt himfelf - grievoufly wounded, 
fiarts fiercely upon the ferpent, and fought fo 
» fore and eagerly, that betwixt them the cradle 
was overtoit, with the child, the bottom up+ 
ward, and the cradle having four pummela 
which it fell upon, they faved the child from. 
“having any hurt. What can be more exprelt 
to make good the wonder in this prefervation 
of the child? With great pain the grey-hound 
flew the ferpent, laid him down again in hi: 
place, and licked his wounds, Anon after, 
as the juits and tourney wasdone, ‘the nouridh- 
, oh Ba Cre 
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ers came firft into the caftle, and faw the cra-' 
die turned the. upfide down upon the earth, 
eompafled round about with blood} and the 
grey-hound alfo bloody, and ‘faid amongft 
themfelves, that the grey-hound had flain the 


“child, and were not fo wife to turf’ up the cra- 


dle again with the child, to fee what was be-, 
fallen ;. and faid—Let us run’ away, left that — 
our matter fhould lay the bldme upon ws and 
flay us. Running away, they met the knight’s 
wife, and fhe faid‘unto’ them-——Whéréfore 


make ye this forrow? and whither will you 
-sun? “Then they faid—O lady, woe be to us! 


and to you? Why, faid fhe, what is happened 
fhew me? The’ grey-hound, they faid, that 


our lord and matter loved fo well, hath Je- 


voured and flain your fon, * and ‘lieth -by the 
wall full of blood. ' As the lady heard this, fhe 
prefently fell to the éarth, ‘and began ‘to weep 
piteoully, and faid—Alas°O my dear fon! are 


ye thus flain? What ‘fhall 1 now do, that t 
ahave mine’ only fon’ thus loft?) Herewithal, 


Caine in the knight from the tourney, behold- 
ing his lady crying, pe demanded wherefore 
fhe made fo preat lamentation’? She anfwered, 4 
O my-lord; the grey-hound you loved fo mach 
hath flain your only fon, -and'Jieth by the wall. 


+ 


fatiated with, the’ blood of the’ child, ‘bhe 


kuight, exceeding ‘angry, ‘went “ifto the ‘hall’ 
the grey-hound arofe to! meet him, and did 
fawn upon him as he was ‘wont, But the 
knight drew ‘out his {word; and with one firoke 
finote off the’ srey-lound’s head, “Then he 


went 


~ 


pent | 
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went..to the cradle where, the child lay, a 
found ets fon wh ole, and. by the child the ter- 

ay flain, and BY, y divers 4 Tr 
the grey-hound h: ad 


defence of the chi! ieee Th hen with creat forrow 
he tore his anal, and faid—W ce is me, te 
for the words of my wife | have fiain my bef 
erey-hound, which hath faved my ohitd’s Life: 
and flain.the. fexpent } therefore [will parimy 

ielf to pennance. And fo ‘he braké*his fword 
in three, pieces, and: went toward the Holy 
Land,and.abode there-all the days of his | life, 
Then faid the Mafier to. the. Empe pin took pie 


uncerftand ; ye what 1. pave fajd? a 
{wered—Right. well. The Mafter faid-—lt 
you put your fon to death for the words of 

our wife, it fhall happen to you wore thati i& 
did-to~the knight for--his. grey-hound. . Tha 
Emperor faid—-You have fhewn me a fair ex- 
amples without doubt, this day my fon fhall 
not die. “Then faid the Mafter—lf yon,.do fo 
you, do wifely; and. 1 thank you ‘that you. haye 
{pared him this day for 'my fake. 


i 


a Sorrow 
Jiningled with much Cunning and Falfiboed. 


uy HEN one rapa seal the.chil dwas 
savot.vyet» dead, -dhe, began, to, weep bit 
efly, and: fat. her down on;the-.earth in, athes, 
did would not lift. up,-her head. «When the 
By Ym, 
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| Emperor heard that, he entered the chamber, 
Bh and faid unto her—O good wife, wherefore 

| |. make you all this forrow, and trouble yourlelf 
A= fo much? She faid—Afk ye that of me? 

| Know ye not what fhame | have f{uffered of 

your unhappy-fon? and ye have promifed me 
| that you would fee jultice to be thereupon exe. 
cuted on him, and yet he liveth! Of a truth ~ 
it will happen to you as to a fhepherd and a 
boar, The Emperor faid—I pray you fhew 
me that example for my learning. Shefaid— | 
Yefterday | fhewed you one, and faw no good . 
effe&t that came thereof: to what end fhall I 
now do the like? Neverthelefs, I fhall de- 
clare this noble example uiito you, as hereafter 


you fhall hear. 


The fecond Example of the Emprefs. 


HERE was fometime an Emperor which 

had a great foreft, wherein was a wild 
boar fo cruel and fierce that -he devoured men 
going through the foreft; the Emperor there- 
fore, being right heavy, proclaimed through 
his dominions—That whofoever could flay the 
boar, fhould have his only. daughter to his wife 
“anid-the émpire after his death. As this was 
in all places proclaimed, there was not one 
man found that durft give the adventure: but 
| there was a fhepherd, who thought in himfelf; 
1| Might I the boar overcome and flay, I fhould 
||) -mot-only advance myfelf, but alfo my. genera- 
r tion 
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| tion-and kindred. So he took his fhepherd’s 
{taf in his hand, went to the foreft, and” as 
the boar had of him a fight, he drew towards 
the herdfman; but he, for fear, climbed into 
a tree, and then the boar began to bite and 
| gnaw thetree, fo that the herd thought fhort- 
| ly he would have overthrew it. This tree was 
| Joaden with plenty of fruit, and the herd ga- 
Y thered-thereof, and caft them to the boar, in- 
| fomuch that when he was filled therewith, he 
Jaid him down to fleep, which when the herd 
perceived, he by little and little defcended the 
tree, and with the one hand clawed the boar, 
and with the other held him about the tree, 
and feeing the boar flept very foundly, drawing 
out his knife, fmote the boar to the heart and 
killed him, and fhortly after wedded the Em- 
peror’s daughter, and after the death. of her 
father he was made Emperor. Then, faid-fhe, 
- my ford; wot ye not what T have faid? He 
| faid—Right well. Then, faid the, this mighty 
» bear betokeneth your moft noble perfon, againit 
whom may no man withftand, neither by wil- 
dom nor ftrength: The fhepherd with his 
_ ftaff, to the perfon of your ungracious. fon, 
who with his ftaff of cunning beginneth to 
_ play with you, as the herdfman clawed the 
boar, made him fleep, and after killed him. 
In the fame manner the Mafters of your fon, 
by thofe falfe fables and narrations cloy yon, 
and glofe with you, until your fon flay yous 
that he may reign. “Then faid the Emperor— 
‘God forbid they should do to meus he did to 
| B4 tha 
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the wild boar: andhe faid unto her-—This day: 
my fon fhall dic. . And. fhe anfwered—If you. 
do fo, then do ye wifely. » Then the Emperor, 
the fecond time fitting in. judgment, com- 
manded to Jead-him to the place of execution, 
appointed for that .purpofe. Whillt he was 
going, the,fecond Niatler faid—©, my, lord -and 
imperor,.if you fhould fay your fon. for the 
words of your wife, it fhall happen .worfe to 
you\than it did to a certain knight, which for. 
the words “of his awife. was uijuitly put upon 
the pillory. . The Emperor faid—O zood mats 
ter, tell me how that. happened. ~ And he faid, 
My. lord, Ifhall not fayit, unlefs you will cal} 
your only fon from ‘the death until the example 
be told; which if it turn not you from your 
purpofe, then, your: will be fulfilled. i hen 
the Emperor commanded ‘the child, fhould, be 
called’agains and after this manner following, 
the fecond,Mafter began to tell. 5 y.. «5 


ote 


‘ da DLPhe Example off ‘tbe Second Mafer : a“ 


oy N a city wasan ancient knight, which wed= 
wf. ded.a young wite, and fair, as you have 
done,; whom he Joved aboyé all-earthly things. 
The knight was a very, circumfpect and careful 
Ahutband, infomuch that every night he locked 
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the door with his own hands, and laid the keys: _ 


funder his bed’s ‘head... In that. city was a law 


oricuftom, what at a,certain-hour in. the night a 
bell was uled to be rung, that after the ringing 
at 
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the “ “fon anfwe: “ed ‘Phat* counfel cannot be 
amended; for itis ‘better’ of the’ E Prive sede 
gold to take, to help us, than to Hs ur heri- 


tage. 
So.they arofe in the aight, nie went to th 
tower, and with inftruments } & hole whee 


the wall, andtook as much gold as 
both catry away at that time, ‘ane 
paid his debts, and Aitanted ts apa Jufts ashe 
did before} until all was contained! 2 Incithé 
mean while; the) keeper ‘of(the trealure went 
into the ‘tower; ‘and when he faw the treafure. 
ftolen, and a -gréat hole made through’ the 
wall; he began’ to “wax fore afraid, -and- went 
unto the Emperors dnd théwed what bad befals 

To whom the Emperor faid, ‘all angry—What 
needs thou to fhéew me that? have I not delis 
vered to thee’ my treafure? therefore. of thee I 
will afk it, “Anon, ‘asthe ‘keeper heard that, 
he went to the tower again, and fet before the 

hole a great veflel full of pitch’ melted, with 
other gins of fubtlety, that no man might 
come in ‘at the hole, but he-muft needs fall 
into. that ‘yeftel; afid if’ he had: therein fell, he 


could no moré come’ out of ity Not long ats 


ter, the knight had/alf'the gold eon famed: and 
fpent, and ‘went! again witl? his fon’ to: fleal 
more gold; and: as’ the: father went in “firit, 
ation he was fallen into’the veflel’ full of pitch 
tc the neck: and when he faw he was taken, 
and céuld’ nét Pet out, he {ard to-his: fon— 


Follow me hot, forsifthou doft; thou canft 


not efcapé byany means. ‘Then faid the for-— 


God 
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| God defend that I fhould-not help you! fer if. 


you are found we are all dead; and jf you 
may not be holpen by me, I fhall feek counfel 
how you may be delivered. The father faid— 
‘There is no other counfel but with thy fword 
{mite off my head, and as my body. is found 
without an head, no man fhall know me: and 
fo thou and my daughters may efcape this 
worldly fhame and death. . The fon faid, F'a- 
ther, ye have given the beft counfel ; for if it 
were fo, that any man might perceive any 
knowledge, of you, none‘of us all dhall efcape 
death; and it is expedient that your head be 
{mitten off. Anon he drew. out his fword, and 


_ {mote off his father’s head, and. caft it into. a 


pit,.and then went and fhewed unto his filters 
all the matter; who many. days. after privily 
bewailéd. the death of their father... After this, 
the keeper of the treafury came into'the tow- 
er, and found:a body without a head; whereat 
he wondered fore, and fhewed it unto the Em- 
peror: to whom he faid, Bind the body to the 
tail of an horfe,.and fo draw him through all 
the. ftreets of the city, and diligently take 
good heed if ye hear any cry. or weeping, 
whetefoever you do hear that, he.was lord. of 
the houfe, take all them.and the body, and 
draw them to the gallows and hang them, 
The which the Emperor’s fervants fulfilled ac- 
cording to his commandment... And. as they 
came againft the houle of the dead knight, the 
daughters feeing the-body of their dead father, 
made a. marvellous great {hriek, and wept piter 
a ah oufly. 
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oufly. And as their brother heard that, he 
wounded himfelf with a knife, fo that great 
plenty of blood came out of his wound, The 
officers, when they heard the cry, entered the 
houfe, and demanded the caufe of their cla- 
mour. ‘Then an{wered the fon~-They lament 
becaufe 1 am thus wounded; for when my ff{- 
ters faw the blood fo abundantly go out, as 
you fee, they began to weep and cry; and 
when the officers faw the wound, they be- 
lieved his words, and fo went and hanged the 
knight’s body upon the gallows, where he hung 
a long time, -and his fon would neither take his 
body down from the gallows, nor yet bury his 
head. The Emprefs faid-—Underftand ye what 
I have faid? The Emperor anfwered-—Right 
well, 


The Declaration of the Example, 
THEN {pake the Emprefs thus—-My lord, 


IT fearit witl fo chance to you and to your 
fon: the knight for the love of his fon was . 
made poor, and firft he committed theft and 
brake the tower; fecondly, caufed himfelf to 
he beheaded, that his children fhould have no 
fhame. After, the fon caft his head into a 
dike, and burjed it not, neither in ‘the church 
nor in the church-yard, and his body he fuf- 
fered to hang ftill'on the gallows: if he could’ 
not have taken it down in the day, he might 
well have done it in the night, In this man- 

ner 
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ner ye labour night and-day,:that ye may pro-, 
mote your fon to honour,and riches, but with-. 
out doubt ‘he Jaboureth. for your deftruction, 
that he may reign after you in your empires, 
Therefore [ advife you. fpeedily to take away, 
his life, who living, would fuddenly prove the, 
deftruction of: yours... The Emperor faid=.y 
You have ihewed me.a good example: .-| he, 
s fon, when he had fmitten off, his fa- 
; 1ead, would not bury it; without doubr. 
my, fon {hall not. do fo toume. .“ Chen, anon he- 
commanded his officers that, they fhould ead. 
him, to the gallows, and they: all obeyed “his. 
commandment haftily.. As they led him’ thro’ 
the ftreets, the people; made_a, great noife and, 


lamentation, crying, Alas, alas! the -only fon 
of the Emperor is led°again toward the gal- 
lows: and as they led him, the third Mafter, 
named--Craton; -came~riding~ upon an -herfes 
and as the child faw him, he bowed,down his 
head to him, ‘and as though hé had faid, Have 
mind upon me, Fhe. people: cried; faying-—O 
good. Mafter,. make hafte.and faye your difci- 
ple! So. he -fmate: his horfe, with his fpurs,, 
and hafted;to the palace. »And when he came. 


. before) the ‘Emperor, he Jhonourably faluted: 


him,, who, faid-—Thy coming, hither dhall no- 
thing:avail,thee; fort think at long-until I be 
avenged on thee. ‘The. Mafter, replied---f, 
hoped.at my coming to.have been. welcome, 
and to bave had a;better reward,, and not fo, ta 
be rebuked. |The, Emperor faid-—As. ye, haye, 
defervedy fo fhall it. be to you.,, Lo wher 
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faid, My lord, what have I deferved? -The 
Emperor faid, Ye right’ well deferve death; 
for I delivered you my fon well fpeaking, and 
well mannered, to be informed and taught, 
and ye have delivered him again unto me dumb 
and aribauld: to which the Mafter anfwered—— 
In that you fay he is dumb, that | commit to 
God; for he maketh the dumb to fpeak, and 
the deaf to hear: but inthat you fay he would 
have enforced your wife, that fhould I gladly 
know, if any creature hath feen that; for 
there is no malice above the malice of a wo- 
man, and that | fhall prove by a good exzm- 
ple, that a woman is full of falfhood and un- 
known deceit; and if you put ‘to death your 
fon for the words of your wife, it fhall happen 
unto you as it did to a nobleman and his wife, 
| ‘and his pye, which he loved marvelloufly.— 
| . "To whom the Emperor. faid, I pray. you tell 


ine how that women are full of malice and 
jeafings? who faid--T fhall not‘fhew it;' but 
if you will firft call again your-fon from ‘death 
then at your pleafure I fhall thew the exam- 
ple. ‘Then the Emperor made his fon to be 
called again, and putin prifons; and the Maf- 
ter began to tell the example in the manner 
following. | 
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The Example of the Third Mafier. 


‘HERE was in acity a rich burgefs that 
had a pye, which he loved fo well, that 
every day he taught her to fpeak Latin and He- 
brew; and when he had learned her perfectly 
to {peak thefe two languages, all that fhe faw 
and heard fhe fhewed and told her mafter. 

This young man had a fair young wife, as 
ye have, the which he loved full well; but fhe 
on the contrary loved him not, becaufe he was 
not of that lafcivious performance to anfwer 
her lufis according to her defires; therefore, 
fhe had another young inan that fhe loved 


above her hufband, and always as her hufband 


was out of town, about his merchandize and | 
other bufinefs, fhe fent for her beft beloved, 
that-they might make good cheer tozether: 
the. pye} as fhe efpied that, told it to her maf- 
ter. at his coming home, in fuch a manner, as 
the noife ran all over the city of her adultery ; 
wherefore her hufband many times brawled and 
chid.with her. She an{wered him, Ye believe 
your curfed pye, which as long as the liveth, 


_will-always make betwixt us variance and dif- 


cord. And-he faid, The pye cannot lye, for 
what fhe feeth and heareth that fhe telleth me, ~ 
and therefore I believe her more than you, It 
fortuned that this man went into a far country 
about his merchandize, and as foon as he was © 
gone, his: wife fent for her friend and love, to i 
folace and make good cheer with him; but he 7 
dur: 4 
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durft not come by day-Inght, but abode until 
the evening, left he fhould be feen of the peo- 
ple; and when the night was come, he knock- 
ed at the gate, and fhe was ready and opened 
it. He faid, I fear that the curfed pye fhalkl 
accufe me; for by her is come great flander 
upon us through “all the city. Enter in, fhe 
faid, boldly, and fear not. As they fhould 
pafs through the hall where the pye was in her 
cage, fhe heard him fay thefe words, O m 

moft beloved! I fear me greatly left that the 


pye fhould: betray us; and as the wife heard 


that, fhe faid, Be flill, fool; it is dark, fhe 
may not fee you. Then the pye hearing thar, 
faid, If I fee thee not, I hear thy voice, and 
thou doeft wrong to my mafter, for thou fleep- 
eft with my mifirefs, and whea my mafter co- 
meth, I fhalltell him. The young man hear- 
ing that, faid, Told I not you that the pye 
‘would difcover us? -And the wife faid, Fear 
not, for this night we will be avenged on the 
pye, and io they entered into the chamber, 
and flept together that night. About mid- 
night the wife arofe, and called her maid,. and 
{faid, Fetch mea ladder, and fet it up to the 


| roof of the houfe, that I may avenge me on 


the pye. The-maid did fo, and they went 
both up, and made a hole through the cover- 


‘ing of the houfe right over the pye, and there 


zaft through fand, clay, ftones, and water, || 


upon the pye, infomuch that the poor pye was 


atmo dead, And on the moreow the young 
imam went out early at the back door. When 
the 
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weit 


the good. man. was come home, as his cuftom 
|)| awas, he went and ‘vifited the pye, ‘and faid-to 
Hi; her, O pye, my beloved bird, tell me how 
j/| thou haft fared the while I have been out? fhe 
By) faid,’ Mafter, I will tell you tidings that | have 
heard: ‘yout wife, as foon ‘as you were gone, 
by the night-time fhe let aman come in; and 
as foonas I heard that, T told him that I fhould 
fhew it you at yoir coming home}, yet fhe ded 
him into her chamber, and flept with “him all 
night: you afk me alfo how'l have done 
your abfence; and 1 fay'to you of a truth, 
that I was never fo nigh my’ death, as | was 
that fame night, with {now, hail, and rain, 
‘that fell upon me fo long together, that I. was 
almoft ‘left for dead. "The wife, when fhe 
heard that, faid to her hufband, Sir, you be- 
Jieve your pye, now’ you may hear what fhe 
fayeth, fhe complaineth, that in the fame night 
there fell fo much fnow, hail, and rain, vpon 
her, that fhe was almoit dead; and yet there 
was none of them that fame night, for there 
“was not in the year a clearer and‘fairer night 
than it’ was; and therefore from henceforth 
believe her not.. “hen went the’ good man to 
his neighbours, and afked of them, if in that 
“night were any tempeft or rain? © They an- 
 fwered, that fome of them walked all night, 
“and in all that year there was not feen a fairer 
night, Then went Re to his houfe, and faid 
“to his wife, Thave found you in a truth, for 
| the night was very fair and clear, as 1 under- 
f "ftand ef your neighbours, You may now 
il | know 
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know of a truth, faid fhe, that the pye is 2 
Nar; with her Jeafings fhe hath fown much 
_difcord betwixt us. Moreover, [ am defamed 
_ through the city by her falfe leafings.. “Then 
'the burgefs went unto the pye, and faid—— 
| Wherefore haft thou made lies betwixt me and 
my wife? Is this the thanks I have for the 
* meat that I was wont to give the with mine 
-own hands every day? And thou haft there- 
by brought my wife into great difgrace thro’ 
all the city. The pye anfwered, God know- 
eth that I cannot lye; for that which I faw and 
have heard I fhewed you. Then faid he, thou 
lieft; thou haft faid unto me, that in the fame 
night was hail, fnow, and rain; that thou 
hadft near hand loft thy life, which is falfe* 
and therefore trom henceforth thou fhalt make 
no more leafings, nor difcord, betwixt me and 
my wife; and fo took the pye and» brake her 
neck, : 
When as the wife faw that, fhe was glad, 
and faid—Now thou hait done well; now may 
we all our days live in reft and peace, And 
when he had flain the:pye, he looked up, and 
faw in the top of his hanfe, a ladder, and a 
-veffel with water, fand and ftones: and when 
he beheld that, he perceived the falfhood of 
his wife, and cried with a loud voice, Woe to 
me! that for my wife’s words I have flain my 
pye, and alfo my folace and joy is loft, the 
which in all things faid to me truth! And as 
he had thus done, anon, for forrow, he left his 
sansrchandize, and all his houfe, and went to- 
sh “wares 
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wards the Holy Land, and. never. returned 
Home again unto his wife. Then the Mafier 
faid unto the Emperor—Sir, have ye under- 
ftood what I have faid? He anfwered—Right 
well. . The Mafter fatd—Was not this a curled 
wife, that fo by her falfhood, deceit, and cun- 
ning, caufed the pye to be fain? TheEmpe- 
rer {aid—In troth fhe was full of falfenefs: it 
pitieth me greatly to think upon the pye, which 
for her true faying loft her life. Verily 1 fay 
unto you, that you have told me a very fair 
example, therefore this day my fon fhall not 
die, Then faid the Ma‘er, Sir, you.do wife- 
jy; and I thank you that you have {pared your 
fon this day for my fake, and fo to ‘God I com- 


Ow iy 
Laend you. 


OBER Nn oF FER Nm BBN Nn FFA: BN 
Lhe fourth Complaint of the Emprefs. 


\ “HEN the Emprefs heard that the child 
/ was not dead, fhe made great noifé, 
and ‘crying in fuch wife, that fhe was heard 
through the palace, and faid—Weoe utito mé 
that ever | was made Emprefs! Would’to God 
Thad died when | was firft brought into thefe 
parts! When the Emperor heard thar cry that 
the mode, he entered into the chamber,. atid 
comforted her as much as he could; and dé- 
manded the ‘caufe of her lamentation... Who 
faid—O niine own lord! have you no wonder, 
though that I be in this forrew and pony fer* 

Tam » 
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Tam your wife and in your company » by yout 
fon | am afharned oye fiw fate! y Abe bloody 
marks of, his enforcement u pon my tender 
flifh, and'you have promifed me, that He thereé 
fore ‘fhould. be hanged, and yet he liv rath: 
Whérefore fhould F not be forty ? The | Empe~ 
y. Tor anfwered=~Be content, and fhall do juf- 
tice upon my fon to-motrow. I forbore ace 
yéfterday, at the moving of one of hig Maf- 
fers by“ an example. A hen, faid the, Have 


you forbid to do Ie for one word? were it 
fo, yet for a°word yé fhould not let to do juf- 
tice: and ye fay, & the example of one Maf- 


. 

ter ye have let if, I fear me it fhail happen to 
vy ess 

you at your Matters, as on atime it fo tuned 

unto an Emperor with hi Wife |] 


] a 

Pe The ‘Emperor fata: —l pfay you tell me that 

example. She faid—To what intent thould } 
ral 1 fn 3 

lay ‘I thewed you a 


labour in. vain? for yelterd: 
) good example, and ‘it availed not: and whate 
foever | fhewed you for honour ard prof 


t BS + et 
the Matters of you for turn to Your deitriuc~ 


/ tion; as in the prefent exatmple f fhall clearly 
-fhew unto you.. Io whom the Emperor faid, 


| 
O my beit beloved la aay, Gale: me that exam- 
ple, by the fame I may beware, for though jn 
“my clemency I gave one day’ ¢ henéeht- of lif 
/ to iny fon, I fhall not tlerc! ‘Ore give him ‘his 
life ; fot what's deferr ed 1 is not forgotten. She 
faid —~Gladly fhall [thew it to your ‘profit, 
and ‘began to tell as etlowath : 


8 
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Zhe fourth Example.of the Emprefs. 


OMETIMES there was in the city of 

Rome Seven Wife Matlers, by whom the 
empire was governed; and the. Emperor, that 
then was, did never attempt any thing without . 
the counfel of his Mafters: whereupon, they 
perceiving that the Emperor was fo affected to 
them, that without them he would not ordain, 
or do any thing, devifed by their aéts and’cun- 
ning, that the Emperor thould clearly fee as 
long as he was in the palace, but fo foon as he 
was out, he fhould become blind; and fo did 
they, that they might the more freely have the 
healing themfelves of all things that appertain- 
édto the Emperor; by which they won great 
profit and lucre of goods: and after they had 
wrought the-experiment, they could never 
change it, nor undo it afterwards; but the 
Emperor abode ftill blind many years: and the 


Seven’ Mafters made and proclaimed. through- 


out the empire, that if any man had dreamed 
a dream, he fhould come unto them with a flo- 
rent of. gold or filver, and they will expound 
the interpretation of his dream; whereby, and 
by other unjuft means, they obtained much 
more fubftance and money of the people ‘than 
the ‘Emperor did. So,’ upona time, when he 
fat at the table with his Emprefs, he began to 
figh and forrow in himfelf, and when fhe per- 
ceived that, fhe enquired diligently of bim:the 
caufe. The Emperor. faid—Should it not be 
heavy 
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heavy and forrowful unto me, that I fo: lone 
have been blind, and cannot fee outof my pa- 
Jace, and yet find no’ remedy? To whorn 
fpake the Emprefs, and faid—lord, hear my 
counfel, and ‘it fhall never repent you, if you 
did thereafter. In your court you have Seven 
Wife Matters, by whom yea and all the empire 
are governed; if you m ark, ye fhall find they 
are the caufe of your blindness and if it be fo, 
they are worthy to diea moit fhameful death: 
therefore heed'my wl vibe firft fend: for them, 
and fhew to them your infirmity, and threaten 
them on their lives, that they fhould find forme 
{peedy remedy to help you of your ficknefs and 
lindnefs, This counfel pleated the Emperor 
well; and anon he fent for the Matters, and 
when they were come, the Emperor fhewed 
unto them his infirmity and blindnefs, and 
charged them on pain of death that they fhould 
prefently feek fome remedy to eale him there= 
vof. Then anfwered they,. Ye defire of usa 
thing that is sicaten to be done thus fhortiy, 
but give us refpite for two days, and we will 
give you your full anfwer. “he Emperor was 
therewithal well ‘contented: then the Seven 
Wife Matters wentiunto counfel how they 


might reftore ‘him to his fight again, and in ‘no ~ 


wife could they find the means Ne w to put 
away the blindnefs from the emperor; where- 
fore they were all right Strom Bal ioe faid 
among themielves — Without we Baa ver edy, 
weare all but dead men. (So. they Ne 
ot all the empire fought if they could find 
bey any 
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any remedy or copnfel ¢ herefore. Tt ha pened 


upon a time, going sthrough the ae in, the 
midi, thereof! they found. c hildren, playing, and 
diter them came.a man with a-talent or florent 
of gold, and-faid to them——Good Matters 3 Lhig 
night have I dreamed-a dream, the interprétay 

ion whereof J would. fain knows wherefore { 
play you fhew me what it lignifieth, and take 
the gold to you. That heard one of the chil- 
dren that played amongit the ethers, who faid 


wnto hiun,.Give me sha ‘sold, and. 1. wil-ex- 


pound you the dreams. Vheiman faid, ] 

dreamed: this night, :thatsin.the midft of mine 

orchard was.a phiae ipring of water, whereof 

came mary imall fpr Ings, ‘that all my orchard 

was full, and overt iown with, water, ‘The 
mt 


Child faid, Take a {pages an i dig invthe fame 


Puage Wi here % You thous ong, th othe Water fpsang 
out, and, there {hall you ind a hoard of gold, 
fo greats, oe you ar a your childseny apdoli- 


neage, thal pe for ever fea, The man ie as 
the child cae | ihewed: to: him, ‘and found: the 
treafure : hee went the wan td the Bead nd 
mected him’a pound weight ofthe gold that Ne 


d found, for the interpret ation of the dream, 
but he would receive none. bat conimitted him 
to the prayers of the many . The Seven Wile 
Matters, when t} hey heard the ebild had fo wife- 
ly pivauiided the dream, they. faid: to himy 
Good child, what is your name? He anfwers 
sd J am called Merlin: then faid the Maiters, 
Ve fee furely great wifdon m In iyou: we fhall 
{new you a great matter, of which we would 
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as the remedy. 
with’ us unto 
rewarded» fo 
“Yo'whom 
wittl yOu , 


be fore ti 


; 1 the recovery Of 
‘Emperor. faid—Good Matters, 
it upon ‘you, “that the’ child: th all 
Abie rey ali 4 {aid— Yea, for’ ‘we are mee mn 


AL 


AT 


wildoin: the Emperor ttitned himtelf towards 
the child, and faid— Will you undertake to 
‘tell mhe'the caufe of my blindnefs, and-the re- 
nedy?’ ‘The child anfwered— — iy lord, the 
Emperor, lead me into your bed. eianthen: and 
there | will fhew you what is to be dened and 
as he was therein brought, he jaid to his fer 
vants—Take the cloaths from off th 
and all the apparel, and you fhall ieé wo 
that t done, they faw a we 1 {moaking, 
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feven {prings and floods, which when the Em-~ 
peror faw, he marvyelled greatly. The child 
faid— Ye fee this well, without it be quench- 
ed, ye fhall never have your fight: the Empe- 
ror faid—How may that be? The child {aid, 
But one way. The Emperor faid—Shew us 
the means, and if it be poffible it fhall be done 
that I may recover my fight as well without 
aS Within: to whom the child fard—My ford, 
the feven {prings of this well are the Seven 
Wife Mafters, who hitherto have traiteroufly 
governed you and your empire; and have made 
you blind as ye be without your palace, that 
they your fubjedts by extortion might pill and 
pole, you not feeing it: but they know not the 
remedy, therefore hear now my counfel, and 
this well fhall be quenched and erring ;. ftrike 
off the firft Mafter’s head, and anon you fhall 
fee the firft {pring quench, and {o by order one 
after another, till they are all beheaded, and 
_ahon all the fprings with the well fhall be 
quenched, and ye fhall have your fight as ye 
had before: and when this:was done, the well, 
with the feven prings, was vanifhed; and as 
the Emperor had his fight again, he made the 
child.a great lord, and gave him great abun- 
dance of goods. Then fpake the Emprefs— 
My lord, have ve well perceived this example 
that Ihave told you? And he faid—Yea, in 
the beft wife, and ye have recited a worthy 
and good example. Then, faid fhe, in the 
fame manner your Seven: Wife Mafters intend 
to di” with. you, with their falfe narrations, 
thas 
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that your fon may reign over your empire, 


which God forbid. 
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The Declaration of the Example. 


‘Pr HIS well is your fon, whereout floweth 
feven fprings, that fignifieth the Seven 
Wife Maflers, which fon you may not deftroy 
without the Seven Wife Mafters be brought 
to nought; that done, this well, that is your 
fon, with all his wiles, fhall not’ efcape, but.- 
let him tafle of death, (which befts bis fhame- 
ful deferts, left he havea help of his Matters) 
and after confequently the Seven Mafters, and 
fo you fhall govern and guide your empire in’ 
peace and reft. The Emperor anon command*’ 
“ed his fervants to Jead his fon to the gallows, 
which they were loath to do. Thema great 
multitude of people gathered with great noife 
and bewailing, fo that the fourth ‘Matter, 
named Malquidrake, heard thereof, who leap- 
ed upon his horfe, and hafted to the palace, 
where he met with his difciple, and commend= 
ed him unto him; and when he came before 
the Emperor, and did his obeifance, the Em- 
peror faid, Little thanks fhall you have, you 
old curfed caitif! for fo ill teaching my fon. 
T delivered you my fon well tpeaking, and in 
al things right virtuous! but you have-fent 
him home a fool, dumb, and a ribauld, for he 
would have lain with my wife by force, and 
Qs there_ 
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all ye forthwith fhall be hanged: then 
Viaiter--My lord, I have not deferved 
ous, God knoweth why your. fon 
t: in fhort time you fhall perceive 
W)| other things, but the time is not yet come. 
} You fay he would have opprefled your wife; 
that is hot truth, nor, proved.; for neither for 
one fingle perfon fhould you judge your fon'te 
death. If for the words ‘of your wife. you 
judge your fon to die,. it fhall be worfe to you 
than to a certain old. mab and his wife, and 
that i fhall well prove. To whem the E’mpe- 
ror faid—I think you~do with me as fome- 
times Seven Wife Men did to an Emperor, 
Whereupon faid the Mafter, the offence of one 
nor of twenty may not found to the rebuke of 
all other : but one thing of atruth I fhall thew 
you, that even -fhall. come to vou, if ye thig 
day put your fon to death fer the words. of your 
wife, of which I could thew a notable exam- 
ple. Then faid the Emperor, recite it. The 
Maiter faid, if you will cull your fen from 
deatlt, then will I rehearfe. the, x mples or 
elfe not, The Emperer commanracu he theuld 
be called again, and ds fed the Wiaker to fay 
as hereafter followethz: . ; Pantie 
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Lhe Example of the Fouxth Mafferc 
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oe T HERE was. amold knight, and a right wile 
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| man that ‘lived tong without wife or Child > - 


his friends exhorted Bim ‘to take'a Wiles". 
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The knight thus counfelled by his friends, 
at lait agreed unto them, and they gave him to 
wife the “daughter of the Provoft of Rome, that 
was rich, and comely of feature, whom when 
he faw, began to love marvelloufly well; and 
when he had been married a certain {pace ‘and 
had no child, in the OPREE it happened that 
fhe went to the church, where fhe met with 
her mother, who taid—My daughter, how 
pleafeth you your marriage and your hufband ? 
fhe faic |—Right well, i you have given me 
an old lame man, to my difcontentment in all 
: “refpedcts, and I would you had the fame time 
buried ine, for I had rather lie and eat with the 
fwine, than with him, therefore 1 muft needs 
love another. Then faid the mother—God 
forbid, my dear dsughter—How long have I 
been with your father, and yet never med dled 
with fuch foolifhnefs? The daughter faid—tt 
no marvel, for you both met in your youth 
together, a the one took folace of the other, 
bat 1 can of him receive no manner of corporal 
pleafure, for he is cold, and on the bed dieth 
as All ae a ftone, or as a thing immoveable, 
The mother anfwered—If you love another, 
tell me what he is. Thedaughter faid—I will 
love a prieft.’ To whom the mother faid—t[t 
wereibetter ang lefs fin for you:to love a knight 
er {quire. She faid—In {hort time he would 
be weary of me, and after do me. fhame, and 
fo will.not the prieft, for he will keep his own 
honour and counfel; as well as mine; and {pi- 
pitual men be more trys to their lovers than 
git secular 
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fecnlar men be. The mother faid—Hear m 
couniel, it will be for your good: Old folks 
are ~wiely and fell; tempt your hufband firft, 
and if you efcape him without doing you harm 
or {miting, then loye the prieft.. ‘The daughter 
faid—I may not fo long abide. Whe mother 
faid—Upon my. bleffing abide till you have 
proved. The daughter faid—Upon your blef- 
fing I will abide tifh 1 have attempted. But 
firittell me how I thall prove him. The mo- 
ther faid—He hath in his orchard a tree which 
he loveth much, caufe it to be fmitten down 
while he is hunting, and againft his coming — 
home, make him a fire therewith, and if he 
forgive you, then. love the prieft. As fhe 
heard the counfel of her mother, fhe went 
home. To whom her hufband faid—-Where 
have you been fo long? She anfwered—I have 
been at the church, where I met with my mo- 
ther, and with her I had a little talk; and fo 
began properly to diflemble. After imid-day 
the knight rode forth to hunt ; then the think- 
ing upon the counfel of her mother, went to 
the gardener and faid—Cut down this young 
tree newly planted, that I may make a fire 
thereof to warm my lord withal, at his coming 
from hunting, for it is a great wind, fharp and. | 
cold.’ The gardener faid—Madam, that f will 
not do, for my lord loveth this tree better than 
he doth all the others; neverthelefs, I fhall 
gather wood enough to make a good fire: but 
in any cafe this [ will not hew down. ‘As fhe 
heard that, then boldly the took the ax from 
| ies she 
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the gardener, and hewed down the tree herfelf, 
and made the gardener, with others, to bear it 
home. At evening, when her lord came from 
hunting, he was very cold, and fhe made a 
great fire, and went to meet him, ‘and fet him 
a ftool before the fire to warm him; and as he 
a little while had-fitten, he perceived the odour 
of the fire, and called the gardener, and {aid, 
{ fmell by this odour that the new plant burneth 
in the fire, The gardener faid—Lord, itis 
true, my lady, your wife, hath felled it down. 
The knight faid unto her—God forbid that my 
plant fhould be cut down by you, She an- 
{wered, anon, lord I “have done it, knowing 
the weather and you alfo cold, and therefore I 
have ordained this fire for your comfort.’ And 
as the knight heard that, he looked angry upon 
her, and faid—O curfed woman! how was 
thou fo obdurate relentlefs, and, void of pity; 
as to hew down fo gentle a young tree, the 
which thou knoweit it well, that I loved it 
above all my other trees?) When he had fo 
faid, fhe began to weep and excufe herfelf, 
and faid—My lord, I-have done it for your 
good, and do you take it grievoufly? and be- 
gan to cry—Woe, woe be tome! Anon, as 
the knight faw the weeping of his wife, and: 
heard the caufe, he was moved with pity, and 
faid unto her—Ceafe: your weeping, and be- 
ware how you anger me any more, or trouble 
me inany thing | love. ‘The next day, early | 
in the morning, fhe went again to the chureh- 
yard, and met wi'b her mother coming home, 
and 
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iy) and they faluted each other. ‘Then the daugh- 
hy) ter faid unto the mother—Q dear mother, £ 
| will loye the prieft; for I have attempted my 
lord, as you countelled me, but all for nought, 
for anon he forgave it, when he faw me weep 
a jitcle. Then {aid the mother-—T hough old 
men for one time forgive, they double the pain 
anather time, and therefore | counfel.you, that 
you yet once again tempt him. Then faid the 
| daughter—t njay no longer abide, for | pie 

fo much pain for the love of the priest, tha 
with my tongue 1 cannot tell it; thereiore a 
fhall. pardon me, I will no more follow your 
| counfel. ‘Then faid the mother—tor the love 

that the child fhould. have unto the mothe v5 
attempt him yet once more for your father’s 

blefing; then if you go quietly, without harm 

or beating, love the anette in the name of God, 

Then anfwered the daughter— It is to me great 
_ pain fo long to palit neverthelefs, for the-blef- 

fing of my father, | | will once more attempt 

Hine'.1 vat tell mehowd i Ibegin. . Themo- 

ther faid—l under ‘and that he hath a little 

hound that he loveth well, ond kerpeth on ‘hig 
| bed, cait the hound with neat say hefure his 

face againit the wall that it fie § and W. you,el- 
cape without a {tr pei er he forgive jt fightly, 
B) then i the. name of © 2048 love the priett. .. Ihe 
MY) daughter faid—1)will” in all things do after 
our counfel; for there is no daughter living 
Wat this day that would more gladly have the 
} blefings of father and mother.than J;-and fo 
Ht) fre bade her mother farewe),, and went home 
Wi again, 
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again, and that day, with great trouble of heart 
fhe brought to the night; and when the night 
was come, fhe commanded the bed to be co- 
vered with purple and cloth of gold, whilft the 
knight fat by the fire; and when the. bed was 
thade ready, ‘the little hound, as he was accuf- 
tomed, leaped upon the bed, and fhe took him 
by the hinder legs, and with a malicious heart 

fhe caft him againft the wall, that it lay ftill 

dead, When the good old knight faw that, he 

was marvellouily angry, and {aid witha loud 

voice to his wife—O thou moft cruel and fpite+.. 
ful of all wicked women! how couldeit thou 

find in thine heart to kill that gentle hound 

that I loved fo much? Lord, faid thé, have 

you not feen how with his feet coming out of 

the mire, he bewrayed our bed, that is fo pre- 

¢ioully covered with rich cloaths! And the 

kaight faid,; with much anger—Know you not 

that | loved much better my little hound than 

the bed? “When fhe heard that fhe began pi- 

teoufly to weep; and faid—Woe be to me! 

that ever was born; for all things that | do for 

the beft are turned to the worft. The knight, 

out of ‘the'treafure of his pity, would not fof- 

fer the weeping of his wife, but for that he 
Joved her fo well, faid unto. her—Ceafe your 

weeping, for I forgive it you altogether; and 
ZT ‘counfel you, beware how you difpleafe me 
4rom henceforth; and fo they went to bed to- 
gether, : 
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Upon:the morrow, very early, fhe went to 
‘the church, ‘where fhe met with her mother, to 
Pi) whom) when fhe had done reverence, as it be- 
| hoved her, fhe faid—Mother, now | will love 
Wi) the’ prieft, for I have attempted my hufhand 
| the decond time, and all things he hath fuf- 
fered, The mother faid—O my dear daugh- 
ter, there’s no cruelty or falfhood above the 
cruelty of old folks, and therefore once more 
prove him. “fo whom the daughter an{wered, 
| Mother, you labour in vain; for if you, wift 
|) what and how much pain | fuifered for. the 
| prieft’s love, you fhould help me if you love 
me, lhe mother faid—Hear me, daughter, 
this tine, and | fhall never let you more: 
think how you have fucked milk out of my 
breaft, and’ the great pain I fuffered at your 
birth; -by thele pains, my dear daughter, I 
charge you deny not this good petition, and [ 
promife- you no more toe let you, nor hinder 

ou of your content, but rather to help :you. 
Then .anfwered the dsughter—It is to my 
great pail to abftain fo long from the love of: 
the prieit; neverthelefs, for the great charge: 
you have laid to me, and for that you have 
made a vow no more to let me, but to further 
me, tell me how | might attempt him, and 
fhall-once more adventure. The mother faid, 
I know on Sunday next he) intendeth to have 
a us all to dinner, your father, and 1, and alk 
ie \)) . your friends, with all the reft of the city, and 
| when you are fet in your place, and all the 


#7] ~ meats are brought and ferved upon the table, 
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fatten your keys privily, that har ng at your 
girdle, in the table cloth, and then feign to 
have forgotton your knife, and fay thefe words 
openly: See what a fhort wit I am of, I have 
forgotton my Knife in my chamber! and then 
rife. up haitity, and go, and the cloth, with all 
the meats, “you fhall overthrow upon the 
ground, ant if you efcape without pain, £ 
make.a vow toGod, I {hall never let you after. 
The daughter fala eT} nat fhall-T gladly do; 
and fo took her leave and departed. ‘The feaft- 
day came, and all, (as the: mother faid) was 
hid: The fan yaats covered the table, all were 
fet, and the daughter fet over againft her lord ; 
and when the table was well ferved with meats, 
and other things belonging, the lady of the 
houfe faid with a loud voice: See how forgetful 
Tam! I have left my knife in my chamber, 
which I muft fetch; and forofe up haltily, 
and drew the cloth with all the meat upon it 
with her, and all the gold veffels and the falts 
fell upon the ground. ‘The knight waxed fore 
angry in heart, but diffembling before the 
gueits, and commanded another cloth and other 
meats to be brought, and with joy faluted his 
guefts to eat and make good cheer, fo that they 
were all merry. The feaft, or dinner done, 
they all gave thanks to,the knight, and took 
their leaves every man towards his own houfe. 
Upon the next day in the morning, the knight 
rofe early, and went to the church to hear fer- 
vice; after which, he went to the barber, and 
faid unto him--Are you expert in blood-let- 
ting 
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ting in what,vein,! will defire you? And he 
faid—Sir,, I am expert in what vein -you can 
name in a man’s body. The knight faid—f 
am content, come with me: and when lhe was 
come into the houte, he entered his chamber 
where his wife lay i bed, and faid unto her— 


Rafe up quickly... Then faid fhe; What fhall 
{do up fo as 7 is not nine of the clock, 
The knight faid—You muft rife up, for you 


muit be Jetten blood in both your arms. She 
faid-—I was never letten blood, and fhall I now 
bleed?) Then faid the Knigl ht, That is truth, 
and therefore you are a fool: remember, fArft 
you hewed down my tree, another time you 
killed my little hound, and but yefterday wou 
fhamed me before all my friends and parents, 
If | thould faffer, you thus to. go on, you would 
forever thame me.- The caufe Harner [ confi- 
der: youh aye evil and wild blood within. your 
body, and therefore I. will’ that the corrupt 


blood be drawn out, that ye from henceforth 


{hall put me no nore to fhame and anger. So 
he caufed to be made.a great fire, and the {toed , 
and cried, and held up ea hands towards hea- 
yen, and faid—My lord, forgive. my trefpafs, 
and have pity on me at this time, and Twill 
never more oftend, you... The knight faid— 
Pray for nq mercy}, for the mercy th at God 
hath wrought towards’ thee’ at this prefent, is 
this, that Recor thou holdeft thine arm firatt, 
I fhall foot: have thy “heart’s’ blood, and faid 
go the. barber—Smite hard, a i ee a deep 
7 hots 
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| « hole im, her. arm,,or I {hall sive; you_aoteat 
° y tp 3 “ i w 2 

ititipe. Then fmote,the barber, fo fore, phat 

the blood came abundantlyycut, and the knight 


would not fufter him to ftench it, until the 
time. that fhe changed her coloyr.in her wi 
fages and ias. this was done, he bade-it.to be 
flopped, and willed the barber te {mire the vein 
' upon the otherarm. Then fhe. cri¢d withea 
~  wvery loud voice—My fweet hnfband, 1 pray 
have compaffion on me, for now | die! Ihe 
knight anfwered-—-Wife, you fhould, have 
thought on this before, ere you had done to 
me thefe ,hree defpights, Then dhe held out 
her .left arm, and the barber {mote thereon a 
great hole, that the blood came out right ug- 
ly, and he fuffered her to bleed till -her vilage 
was changed and fhe {wooned: then fan the 
knight 
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knight— Now unbind her arm, and flénch it; ¥ 
aids faid unto her—Now go to bed and 1 vady, 
and. think henceforth to. sane your lite; er 
W)| fhall.draw the blood of your heart. As this 
| was done, he gave the barber his reward, “and 
iy) he went again.to his own houfe, and his wife 
being under the hands of ‘her maids, alinott 
dead, was led to her beds fhe made one of ‘her 
maidens go.to her mother inhafte, and fay-— 
that I defire her to come and fpeak. with me be- 
fore Idie, The mother, when fhe heard that 
| was glad of the correction of her-daughter, 
| and came haftily toher. When the daughter 

. heard her mother, fhe faid—O my fuente mo- 
ther! I am almoft dead, for I have bled fo 
much, that I believe | fhall not efcape death: 
then anfwered the mother——Said T not that old 
men are right cruel? Will’ ye now love the 
prieft? She faid, The devil may the prieft 
confound, | will never love other but my huf- 
band. Then faid the Miafter to the Emperor— 
Lord, have you underftood me? He anfwer- 
ed—Right well, for amongtt all J have heard, 
this was the beft example. -Uhree evil deeds 
fhe did to her.hufband, and T doubt not, if fhe 
had done the fourth, fhe would have fhamed 
him for ever. Then faid the Mafter—There- 
fore I counfel you, that you beware of your 
im) . wife, left it happen worfe to you, which’ ap- 
| pears manifeftty in this example, if you put to 
Wi) death: your only fon for her words, you fhall 
be deceived in the en d, and for ever fhall re- 
pent ‘it, The Emperor faid—Truly, Mafter, 
this 
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this’ day my fon fhall not die. The Mafter 
faid—My lord, Ipthank yousthat you for my 
fake this day have {pared your only fon. 


QAGA Goa CE IIE, COAZE, 
The fifth Complaint of the Emprefs. 


oj ee a Emprefs hearing the child was not 
dead, forthwith apparelled herfelf, and 
caufed the wains to be in readinefs, as though 
fhe would have gone into her'own country, to- 
her father, to complain. of the great fhame that 
was done her, and ‘yet could have no remedy. 
The fervants feeing that, fhewed to the Empe- 
ror, that the [mprefs'was going mto her coun- 
try. When he perceived that, he went to her 
faying—Whither are you going? { hoped yeu 
had loved me, fo that in all the world you 
would have fought no folace but with me: to 
which fhe faid—That is true, and therefore I 
go from you; for I had rather hear of your 
death than fee you die. You delight fo much 
to hear thefe Maflers, that it fhall happen to 
you as it did to Octavian the Emperor, the 
which was fo covetous, that the noblemen of 
the empire buried him quick, and filled his 
mouth full of molten gold. ‘Vhe Emperor 
faid—Dear wife, do not fo, that the blame on 
you and me be not Jaid. ‘hen faid the Em- 
prefs—Truly, Sir, the blame is yours, for 
hate you not promifed me many times your 
fon fhall die, yet he liveth? Therefore 1 wilt 
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: ti rio more “believe... Then fald the Empdror— 
i) Te bécometh fot a king every caufe lightly to 
difcufs without. great advice, efpeciaily mpon 
his fon; on-whom itis not meet, but upon de- 
| lyberation and good countel to pafs judgment; 
| therefore I pray you tell me fomewhat by 
which I may govern my. life, for ir is the de- 
firuction of a king, without advice, indif- 
creetly to give jadgment.. She anfwered—t 
Will gladly tell you a notable example, fo that 
| hencetorth you will not be. defirous to hear 
| the Matters, and began in, this form follow- 
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The fifth Example of the Ewnprefs. 


CO AVIAN US, the Emperor; reigned 
Fin R ome, tight rich and covetous, and 
above all things he loved gold. The citizens 
of Rome at ‘that time did rauch harm, and 
many ¢reat outrages to other nations, info- 
much that divers regions were moved againit 
a ¢ Romans. In-that time was Matlter Virgi- 
lias, the which excelled in magic and other 
| tribide nices all other Mafters: the citizens prayed 
W)) hie:that by his art he would devife-how they 
of their énemies might) have warning before 
hand, whereby they might provide for them- 
felvesthe ‘better. And he made-by his cun- 
ning atower, and on the tower did caufe to 
he fet as nany images as in all the world were 

regions 
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regions and provinces, and in the midit of the 
tower’ an image, which held in’ his’ hand ‘ani 
‘apple, or a great rouhd ball ss gold, and every 
image of tlie tower held in his hard a little 
bell, and ftood turning and looking towards his 
own province to him affigned; and as often a8 
any province would rebel againft'the Romans, 
fo often turned he to the images ‘of tlie land) 
and rung the bell: that hearing, the citizens 
of Ro Hs armed themfelves, and fo that pro- 
vincé hafted with all their might the fame to 


could wreak them upon the Romans, and thére* 
fore were they feared over all thé world. Alfo 
that Matter Virgil made for the pte of the 
poor people a light that always burned; .and by 
that light he made two baths, the oné of them 
hot, in which the poor people might bathe and 
wath themfelves; and the other cold, tn which 
they might themfelvés refrefh. Betwixt the 
Tight and the baths, he made an image ftand- 
: ing In whofe foreliéad was written—He that 
| 


{mitefh me fhall anon have vengeance. ‘The 
,image {food there many years, and at Jaft 
came a clerk and beheld the image, and ‘read 
the writing, and thought in himfelf—What 
vengeance he might find; therefore Ido be- 
heve better, if any man fthite thee, and thou 
falleft therewith to the earth, Ne fhall find 
Jere treafure under thy feet, “ind therefore is 
the writing that no man fhould have it. And 
the clerk lift up his hand, and gave the image 
‘a great ftroke that it fell to the ground; and 
anon 
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/)| anon the light was out, and the baths. were 
i) vaniflied away,- and he found no treafure. “Lhe 
|| poor folks perceiving that, were all fotrowful, 
| vi ‘and Jaid their curfes and complaints unto him, 

Wi) that for his fingular covetoufnefs had deftroyed 
| the images, and robbed them of fo great a fo- 
Jace. Hereafter aflembled three kings, which. 
by the Romans had fuffered great wrongs, and 
went to take counfel how they might be aveng- 
ed of the Romans, and fome of them faid— 
We labour in vain, for as long as there ftand- 
eth the tower w:th the images we cannot do 
any thing againft them. | 

At the counfel arofe four knights, and faid, 
We have thought on a\remedy how to deftroy 
the tower with the images, and that to do we 
will lay our lives to pledge, if you will be at 
thecoft. Then anfwered the king—What coft 
fhall we be at? they anfwered—Four tun of 
gold, Then faid the king—Take the gold, 
and fulfil your promife. She knights took 
the gold, and went towards Rome, and when 
they came thither in the night without one of 
the gates, in the ditch full of water, they 
drowned one of the tuns with the gold in it, 
+ and another tun they drowned by the fecond 
) gate, and the third tun they drowned by the 
| third gate, and the fourth tun by the fourth 
|) gate; and when they had thus done, early in 
|) the morning they entered into the city -at_an 
Pi) hour convenient, and as the Emperor went™ 
i) over to the market they did him reverence, 
| The Emperor feeing them, demanded from 
i) whence 


| 
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whence they were? of what fcience, and what 
ifervice they could do? they anfwered—We are 
jall.of far countries, and footh-tayers, fo per- 
| fe&t that there jis never a thing fo: privily hid, 
| but we fhall find it out by our dreams. We 
have heard that ye labour and have pleafure in 
|fuch things, and therefore we came unto you 
to know if you have need of our fervice? 
the Emperor faid—I will prove you, and if it 
be, that I find you true, you fhall have of me 
great rewards and thanks. They faid—We 
afk nothing but the half of the geld which by 
tus fhall be found. The Emperor faid—I am 
| well content. And thus they had with the 
Emperor many words. At night, when the 
Emperor was going to bed, they faid unto him, 
|My lord, if it pleafe you this night fhall the 
' eldeft of us fet his cunning to work and dream, 
and the third day he fhall thew you his dream, 
and what it fignifieth, The Emperor faid—. 
Go in God’s name. And they went forth with 
) great gladnefs; and this night they paffed with 
great joy and mirth, upon truft they fhould 
| Come to a good purpofe. Whea the third ‘day 
| Was come, they went early to the Emperor: 
the airit faid—-My lord, pleafe you to go with 
“us without oneof the gates of the city, and I 
will fhew where there is a tun full’of gold hid. 
The Emperor faid~-I fhall go with you and 
fee if it be true that you fay: and when they 
| were come to the place, they drew out thetan 
_that they before there had puts the Emperor nd 
When he {aw that, was glad, and gave them Ne 
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their part. Then faid the fecond dreamer—— _ 
My lord, this night I fhall dream 1] hen the 
Emperor faid--God give you a good dream: 
the next night came, and he took out'the other 
tun and gave it to the Emperor, and took allo 
his fhare; In the fame manner the third and 
the fourth: upon which: the Emperor’ was out 
of all meafure joyous, and faid-+He had not 
feen {uch true and expert footh-fayers, or. drea- 
mers, as they were. Then faid they. -all of. 

them together, as if it had: been out of: one .- 


mouth—My lord, we haye all, one after ano. . 


ther, dreamed, the which you have feen, they ~~ 
be all proved: but now if it pleafeth you that = 
we dream altogether this night, we truft that’ i. 
tous fhall be fhewed, that we fhall finda great...» 
quantity of gold and riches... The Emperor 
faid-—God give you a good dream, which to 
me and, you may be profitable. On the next 
morrow they came again, unto the Emperor, . 
and faid unto him, ‘with countenance full of 
joy--My lord, we bring good and profitable 
tidings; for this night in our fleeps, fo preat a 


treafure is to us fhewed, the which if you will. . 


fuffer it to be fought, you fhall be fo enriched, 
that in this world none fhall be like unto you. 
The Emperor faid-—Where. fhall we find this 
treafure? They faid~—Under the foundation 
of the tower that theimages ftand upon. The 
Emperor anfwered— God defend 1 fhould, for 
the love of gold, deftroy the tower with the 

images, wherewith we from our enemies be 
defended and warned. ‘They faid to him again. 
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—My ford, have you found usin our fayings’ 
othe:wife ‘than true? The Emperor ‘faid 
Nay. O Jord, faid they, we with our own: 
hands fhall give out the eold,- without hurting 
the tower. or the images. And it is expedt- 
/ ent that fecretly inthe night by us‘it be done, 
‘for dread of refort and concourfe of the peo- 
ple, left that it fhould run-in=the clamour of 
them,..and they.take that good*gold-away-trom 
you and. us. -.fhe Emperor faid—Go, in the. 
name ‘of God, and do your beit ds you will, or 
can, and fT fhall to-morrow early ¢ometo you. | 
Then went*they with. gladnets, and in the 
night were let into the.tower,,and then with. 
great hafte-and diligence. they undermined ‘it, 
and om. the next day, very early in thé morn- 
ing, mounted upon their hortes,...and - rode 
again towards their own countrywith joy. and: 


glory, and ere they came ‘without: the fight of ee 


Rome, the tower fell down on the morning 
cenfaing. When it. ‘was fallen, and the'fena-’ 
tors: it perceived, they forrowed greatly, and 
there was.a great bewailing throughout’all the’ 
city; and they went unto the Emperor, and 
“Aaid—Lord, how. may it be that this towér is 
thus fallen, by the which we have always had 
Warning afore of our enemies? . He anfwered. 
and faid—To me came four falfe deceivers, 
and feigned themfelves to be footh-fayers, and =. 
that they could find treafure in. the ground, , 
and faid, that under’ ‘the foundation of the 
tower was hidden an innumerable fum of gold, 
the which they fhould undermine, without 
De 
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hurting the tower and images. 1 gave faith to 
them, and they have deccived me. "They an- 
{wered—Ye have coveted fo much gold, that 


for your unfatiate covetoufnefs we fhall all be’ 


deftroyed; but firft your covetoufnefs fhall fall 
upon yourlelf, ‘Then they took him and led 
him to the capital, and laid him on ‘his back, 
and povred his mouth full of molten gold 


@ 


faying to him—You. have defired gold, and 
therefore you fhall drink gold: and after that, 
they buried him quick, ‘Not leng after that, 
came the enemy againit the Romans, and overs 

ime ond deltroyed them all> 
‘Yhen faid the Emprefs unto the Emperor-— 
Have ye, my. lord, this example well under- 
flood? And he faid—Right well, Then, faid 
: | fhe 
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foc, the tower with images is your body with 
five wits: as long as you live there ts none io 
Hardy to trouble or to make war upon you, 
pon your people; that hath your vfon 
well underttood. aan doth with the Se- 
Matters and u ein falfe narrations: Tables, 
feek how. they might dettroy you; for yow are 
ver much’ covetous to incline t o them, imfo- 
pinch that they fhaul Nadatnibt oh and ¢ait 
ii under foot, and bring you toonought:’ the 
images are your five wits that be all joft, and 
forafmuch as you be foolifh, they dhall deftroy 
you, and your fon fhall obtaied your. empire, 
The Emperor faid, Ye have recited a good 
example; wherefore it fhall not i appen tome 
as to, the tower, but my fon firft.this day fhalt 
tafie the bitternefs of death. To whom the 
Emprefs faid, lf ye do fo, ye fhail ipeed well, 
and liv plone Upon the {ame day he com- 
mande ae {on to be led to hanging ; and as 
he was led toward the gallows, came riding 
again't fit, upon an horfe, the fiith Maer 
toward the palace, who came’ before the Eim- 
peror, and faluted him with allreverence; but 
he deipit fed his falutation, and pee 2b in’ fear 
of his life. The Vafter faid uato’ the Ternp 
ror—My Lord, I have’not deferved for to eee 
and to defpife iny falutation it as not for. your 
honoun, *®-0 y vour fon hath not with us been Ox 
fuch condition as ye repute him, as ye in fhort 
time fhall find; and that-he fpeaketh not is‘of 
his creat wifdom: and know ye, that he fhall 
well { {peak.as his time come though he now 
ineake 
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{peaketh not, as you in fhort time fhall hear: 
but that, he .wou'd have afhamed yobr “wife, 
believe net, for fo wife a man as he-is would 
never attempt fo fliameful a deed: and if you 
put him to death for your -wile’s words,: ye 
Shall not efcape without fhame and vengeance, 


like as Ippocras efeaped not without vengeance 


for the death of Gallienus his coufin, The 


. Emperor faid—T hat I would fain hear and un- 
‘derftand, ‘Then faid the Mafter-—What would ° 


it avail me to tell you this narration for your 
profit, if in the mean feafon your fon. fhould 


‘die? Wheretore, if you will call again your 


fon, it hall be difcovered at your pleafure, af- 
ter do as you think beft.. The Emperor called 
again his fon, and fet him, in prifon, and then 
began the Mafter to tell on the manner as fol- 
lows. SMS 


The Example of the Fifth Majer. 
~OMETIMES there was a famous phy- 


fician named Ippocras, right cunning, who 
excelled moft others in learning and. fcience$ 
he had with him his nephew Gallienus, the 
which he loved fo much. ‘Fhis nephew Wag 
of great wit, and bent his mind and wit to 
Jearn of Ippocras the fcience of piwyfe. When 
Ippocras perceived that, infomuch. as. he 
could, he “hid from -him bis cunning,. beni 
3 eer renee x 
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. he fhould excel him in that knowledge, for 


the great wit hé was of, - , 

As Gallienus faw this, hé ftudjed and exer- 
cifed, infomuch that in fhort.time he had per- 
ie cunning in phyfic, for the which [ppocras 

vied him adie it happened upon a time 
peheaiis ‘x, that the King of eae: fent his 
meffenger unto Ippocras, that he “fhould come 
unto him, for to cure his fon. Ippocras ex- 
cufed himfelf, and fent his coufin Gallienus 
with ~ ae Ee his excufe for his not coming. 


Whea ( us was come before the king, he 
was Wwe aaa received, .and they dike tae? 
Procevak would not.come. He excufed him, 


faying, that-he had many great. things to. do, 
and he might not come, but hath tent me in 
his ftead 5 and with the hel p of»God, I fhall 
make wholethe child. ‘That pleafed very well 
the King. Gallienus went to the child, and 
when he had feen the virtue, and bouened his 
pulfes, he {aid to his Queen —~O excellent 
princefs, I pray you hear and fuffer my words, 
and.tell. me who is the father of the child. 
She faid—Who fhould be the father, but my 
lord the King? Gailienus faid—I am fure he 
is not the father. “She anfwered—If you will 
fay that for atruth, | fhall caufe. your head to 
be {mote off. He Py A Se | fay once again, 
that this King is not the father, and | am not 
come hither to lo‘e my head for 1 have not 
deferved any fuch reward, fin was going his 
way. The Queen {pake—O good mailer Gal- 
lienus, if you will keep it fecret, and not dif- 
D4 ' cover 
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cover me, I fhall open unto you my heart, 
The matiér faid—God defend that from me, 
that Ito any perion fhould thew it; and there- 
fore, O'-noble Queen, fhew it boldly to me, 
for it thall never pafs’ my mouth, and I hail 
make your fon whole. She faid—lf ye do 
that, ye fhall have a good réward;. heat there- 
fore what } thall fay. By fortune came hither 
unto my Lord the King of Burgundy, and’ he 
was fo long converfant with me, that this child 
by dim I bare. Then: faid ‘the Mafter——Fear 


snot, 1 knew-it was fo before. ~“And anon he 


gave the child: medicines, and compounded 
things whereof to eat and drink, and:the child 
was eaied of his infirmity. And when the 
King heard that the child was recovered of his 
ficknefs, he gave unto the Mafter a good re- 
ward; but of the Queen he fecretly received a 
great gift, and fpecial thanks, and fo went his 
ways. And when he was come home, Ippo- 
cras his mafter demanded of him, faying-— 
Have ye beheld thé child? And he faid—Yea, 
‘Then afked he him, what he gave him, either 
compounds or uncompounded things? Then 


faid. Ippocras—T bat mother of the child ts not 
P} 


true to her hufband.  ‘Vhat is truth, faith 
Gallienus. ‘Then Ippocras was moved with 
envy, and thought in himielf, If there be not 
found a remedy, my-fciences fhall:-be no more 
fet by, ‘but he fhall be praifed above me. And 
from that day forward he devifed how he might 
flay him. Upon. a day Ippocras called him, 
and fail, Come go with me to feck and gather 

; herbs 
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herbs in the garden, .To whom he faid, Mat 
ter, 1 ain ready. And when they were come 


into- the garden,. Ippocras faid, L fee that this 


herb. fs right virtuous, ftoop deen and gather 
m2: of it. And Galhenus.did fo. .And- as 
they went about the garden, faid Ippocrass 
Now I well perceive the odour of this herb, 

that is more precious than gold; a: 8 therefore 
ftoop down to the ground, and draw itout 
with the root, for it is much worth. Gallie 

wus bowed down himfelf to pullout theh erby 
ang qd. ‘ppocras drew out his knife and killed him. 


After that, Ippocras feil fick to the death. oe 
the ftrength of his body failed hiny, and did as 
much’ as he could to help himfelf, bat without 


effect. . And as the {cholars’and difcipies heard 


ef it, they went unto him, and did what they 
Ds might 
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might for the ee of his health, but it an~ 
{w ie them ae . 
When Ippocras this perceived, he faid unto 
his {cholars—Fetch me a great tuny and Ail it 
to the brim with water, And when they had 
fo dene, he faid unto them—-Make now there- 
in an hundred holes: and when that was done, 
there went none of the water out. Then faid 
* Ippocras—Behold, my moft dear difciples, how 
the vengeance of God is fallen me, as you 
may plainly fee; for in thistun are an hundred: 
holes, and goeth not thereout one drop:«right 
fo there cometh no virtue out of the herbs to . 
help me; and therefore what ye. do unto. me. 
helpeth not, for I muft die... But, my. dear. 
children, if my nephew Gallienus were alive, 
he could heal me; whom I have flain; “and that 
gtieveth: me fore; arid therefore the vengeance 
of. God cometh uponme, And ‘this faid, he 
turned’ to the, wall, and pave up the ghoit, 
Then faid the Mafter unto the Emperor—My- 
Lord, underftand you well-what-l have faid?:- 
He anfwered—Yea, right well. What~hert™ 
had it been'to him; 4f Gallienus had lived > 

TheMatler’ anfwered—It had-been better 
for Ippocras at that‘time, had he not died; and 
therefore by. the right wife judgment of ‘God, : 
his medicines’ availed him‘ not; and therefore’ | 
thewed to you that’ it ihall happen worfe to 
you if that you put to death your fom for the 
words of your wife, who, in timé of neceéfli- 
ty, ‘fhall eale and fuccour you. And confider 
YOu not, that yg haye, alter the firft wife, 
| - ) wedded — 
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wedded this wife, that ye now have, and fo. 
you may the third and fourth, and never fhail 
ye have fuch a fon that {hall fave you from pe- 
ril,. Uhe Emperor faid—Truly he fhall not 
die.. . 
Then faid the Mafter—Then do you that 

becorseth the wifdom of your years, and the 

royalty of your perfon, and] commend you to 

God, and | thank you that ye have this day 

for me ipared your fon. The Emperor faid— 

I mark this well, that womenare very crafty ; 

therefore 1 will not for you, but for myfelf 

{pare him, 


gS 


The fixth Complaint of the Emprefs. 


HEN the Emprefs had knowledge 
thereof, fhe ihewed herfelf impatient,. 

that all that faw her, or heard her, wondered, 
and faid to the Emperor—Y our wife pineth as 
though fhe would fhortly die. ‘he Emperor 
hearing thereof, went to. her, and faid-—- 
Wherefore, good Lady, be you {o impatient? 
She anfwered, :faying—-O Lord, how fhould I 
hold it in, when I am the only daughter of a 
king, and your wife, and in your company 1: 
have had great defpight, and you have pro- 
mifed to punifh him but perform it not! ‘Fhe 
Emperor faid—f wot not what to do; ye la- 
bour to have my fon put to death, and the 
D 4 Matters 
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Maflers labour to fave his life; and amonelt 
tlrefe 1 know he is my fon, but where the 
truth is that [ know not. Then faid fhe, this 
is the caufe whereof 1 complain, that ye be- 
lieve the Mafters more than me; and therefore 
it fhall happen to you as it did to a king and 
his fteward. 

Then faid the Emperor, tell me that exam- 
move ine fooner to 


ple, peradventure it may 
put my fon to death, She faid—Gladly ; but 


pray give attention to what I fay: and be- 


gan as entueth, 


The fixt: Example of the Emprels. 
7 HERE was a king moft proud and da 


; formed in his vifage, fo that moft wo- 
ren hated him. ‘Lhe king thought to deftroy 
a}! Rome, and carry away the bedies of Peter 
and Paul; who, while he was. in the mind, 
caled his fteward that was feeretly with him 
at his privy council, and faid unto him—Go 
feck a fair woman that this night may fleep 
with me. ‘The fteward anfwered——My Lord, 
ve know your infirmity, and no woman would 
do eyil without a great fum of money: the 
king faid—Think you for my money It will 
want one? Havel not geld and filver enough? 
though it were a thoufand florins 1 would give 
it: the fleward hearing that, was {mitten with ~ 
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covetoufnefs, and went to his wife, which was 
fair, chafte, and of good kindred, and faid to 

er—O my good wife, my Lord defireth to 
fleep with a virtuous woman, and would not 
forbear it though fhe afk a thoufand florins 5 
and hath commanded me for to provide him 
one; therefore I counfel you, that you may 
et that thoney:—the wife faid-—~Were it fo 
that the King were not fo proud and deformed, 
yet would I not confent for the fin againit God 
—the fteward faid, | command you, and pro- 
mife ‘you, that without you conient herein, 
ye fhall never have a good day with me, ‘She 
hearing that, trembled, infomuch that for fear 
fhe confented unto him. 


A 


| 


ae aes 


il 
i Hi 


Ses) 
cae omead 
ys jj 


"Fhe iteward then went unto the king, and 
fasd, Sir, E havé found a fair womat, and fhe 
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ae ae LING, 
is come of. a very good houfe, which will not 
have lefs than a thoufand florins: in the even- 
ing fhe fhall come, and early in the morning 
muit go away, that fhe be not feen: the king 
an{wered, I: am contented... When nght was 
come, the fteward led his wife to the king’s 
bed, made faft the door, and went his way. 
Early in the morning the iteward arofe, and 
went unto the king, and faid—My. Lord, it 
will"be day within a while, it is good you per- 
form your promife, and Jet the woman go. 
The king faid—She pleafeth me fo well, that 
fo foon fhe fhould not depart. When he heard 
that, he departed al! forry, and tarried awhile, 
and. came to the king again, ard faid—My 
Lord, the morning. is come, therefore let the 
weman go,-and as: 1 promifed-her, 4eit fhe be 
afhamed “The king faid-—Yer ‘fhal} fhe not 
go; therefore go out and fhut the door The | 
fteward, right forrowful, departed, and. went 
up and down with a heavy heart, till the clear 
day appeared; then he entered ‘again into the 
chamber, and fauid—My Lord, itis clear day, 
fuffer the woman to depart, that fhe be not” 
afhamed. | he king anfwered—I fay: fhe fhall 
tt yet depart, for her company is to nie well 
pleafing. ihe fteward hearing that, could’no 
jonger forbear. to hold hts own eounfel, hut faid’ 


—OC my good Lord, [ befeech you fuffir her to 


Hepart, for it is iny own wife. ‘The king 
yearing that, faid ‘to him-—Open the window ; 
ind when it was open, the bright day appear- 
ed, and he beheld the woman fair, and per- 
| ceived 
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eelved it was the wife cf his fteward, and faid, (J 
O thoe ftain of manhood, and fhame of the aq 
creation!’ Why hai hee for fo little money 
fhamed thy good wife, and delivered her unto 
me unwitting? Therefore hatte thee, and get 
thee out of my realm, and never come.in ary 
fight; for if ever I feethee, thou fhalt die the 
moft fhameful death that .can be imagined. 
When the fteward heard that, he fled, and 
durft not abide, and never more. came into the 
realm. And the king kept that wife. all his 
life-time in great honour, and gave her plenty 
of all things that to her appertained.- 

After cliat, the king caufed to he affembled 
a mighty army of puiffant men of war, and 
went to the city of Rome with great might, 
and befieged it on all. fides, until the Romans 
would have delivered to him (for to have with- 
drawn himfelf from thence) the bodies of the 
holy Apoftles, St, Peter and Paul. 

Then there was in the city Seven Wife Na 
flers, as ye now have, bythe counfel of whom 
all the city was governed. And the citizens” 
eame unto them, and faid_—_W hat fhall we do? 
It behoves us that we give unto our enemies the 
bodies df the'holy Apoftles, or the city, Dhen 
anfwered ‘the firft Maiter--I fhall with wy. 
wifdomithis ‘day’ fave the city, and the bodies} 
of ‘*héApoftles: and fo every one of them)} 
promifed: for one oe to do the hike, ine lke 
maniier as your Mafters have promifed your] 
fon. With-that, the king began to affault the 
city invall parts, ‘Then began the firft Matter 
tol 


ve Se 
1T1G oO iN 


to alledge fo wifely to have peace, that the 
king that day left his afiault, and withdrew a 
little from the city. And fo did all the Mai- 
/ ters one atter another, till the lait, unto whom 
Hi came the burgefs of the city, an faid~-O 
Miaiter, ye fhall anderftand, that the king hath 
i fwoin, that: to-morrow with all his | irenoth 
| hewill win the city, and wé muit all be in jeo~ 
pardy to loie our lives: therefore, acquitting » 
your promife, defend us from danger, lke as 
your tellows before you have- done. Then 
an{wered the Maiier-utear not, for to mer- 
row I fhall by. my cunning fhew fuch an ope- 
yation, that the king and all his mie oht thou d 
Teave the ftage. ] he riext d: ly. the king ¢ gave a 
great aflaute to the city : then went the Matter 
and cloathed himfelf in @ marvellous itrange 
vefture, having therein the feathers of peacocks 
mand. other’ fowls: of divers eclours, and took 
two'bright {words in each hand one; and went 
thetew ith, and {teod upon the highelt tower of 
the city, and began to move and turn, and 
fhew himfelf towards the hoft, fo that. they 
might, all behold him; and he held in his 
‘thouth the twe bright {words that marvelloufly 
qbined. « nile without the king’s hoit be- 
pola ing that, faid unto him--O. king, behold 
Aon the ae of a bader tower a wonderful thing! 
mH Yea, quath he, I fee it right well, it is mar- 
} byellous’ but what it is I know not. They 
ifside=lt is the God of Chriftian folks, that is 
! come out of heaven to flay us with two fwords 
yi we longer abide, ‘Lhe king hearing that, 
| trembled 
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trembled for fear, and faid—What fhall we 
do? ‘Ihere is but one way, and that is, that 
we depart from hence, left their God revenge 
himfelf upon us. Then began the king with 
his hoit to flie; notwithftaniding there was no 
need, for they of the Matter. was deceived, 
When the Romans faw that, they haftily pur- 
fued them, well armed, and flew the king, 
with many of the people, and in that manner, 
by great fubtlety of the Matters, was. the 
mighty king with. his army fubdued. ‘The : 
faid the Eniprets unto the Emperor—-Lare 

have you tnder Road what I have faid? e 
faid—Yea, with good attention. She faid— 
Now you have heard what I faid unto you at 
“the beginning of thisnarration of the fleward,. 
that the king trutled fo much; which for cg- 
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vetou{nels fhamed his own, wife;<avefor that 
was banifhed out of the land: in Jike manner 
your fon, for the défire he hath to. the empire, , 
intendeth to detiroy: you: but whikft he is in 
your power, do with, himias the kinz did with 
his fleward, lf you will-not put him to death, 
then put him out of your empire, that ye may 
live in fafe-guard of your life. \ And have you 
alfo heard how the king lay. before Rome, and 
how he was by the Wife Maiters deceived, and 
he, with his followers, were flain? In like 
manner the Seven Wife. Mafiers intended to 
deal with you, and. with crafty wiles deceive 
you, and in the end traiteroufly murder you, 
that fo your fon might..reign. in your. empire. 
Whereupon, anfwered the Emperor-—That 
fhal! not be, for to-morrow my fon fhall die, 
Then. he commanded his fervants forthwith 
to lead his fon toexecution. When the people 
heard thefe things, they gathered in great 
troops, much lamenting the death of the Em- 
peror’s fon. _ And as foon as the fixth Matter 
heard thereof, he hafted to the Emperor's 
court, and faluted him with reverence, but he 
difdainfully threatened him ‘that he fhould he 
put to death with his fon, for he was with 
them made dumb and a ribauld, which was 
fhewed towards his wife. The Mafter replied, 
T have not deferved to die with your fon, but 
to have Jarge gifts; for he is not dumb, as you 
fhall hear within thrée days, if he may live fo 
long; but if you put him to death for the 
words of‘ your wife, thea I fhall marvel ‘at 
your 
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that fo much allowed) the faying of his wite, 
that .he was bownd to an herie tail, and drawn 
through the city:to the gallows, The Empe- 
ror faid-—For the love of: God fhew me that 
example, that 1 may beware of that evil. That 
] will not do, faid the Mafter, without you 
call again ‘your fon.. “Then: he commanded to 
call back hisfon; and the Mafter began as fol- 
loweth, 
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The Example of the Sixth. Mafier. 
OMETIMES ‘there was an Emperor of 


‘Rome which had three knights, whom he 
Joved above all others: in the fame city there 
was an ahciént ‘knight that had wedded a fair 
young wife, which above all things he loved 
as you do the Emprefs.. The lady could fing 
with fuch {weetnefs, that many. defired. her 
company. ‘It befel on a feafon, as fhe fat'in 
the houfe, ‘her vifage turned to the ftreet, that 
fhe might fee them that walked by, and began 
{weetly to fing, that all folks delighted to: hear 
her. By chance came that ways a knight of 
the Emperor’s court that heard her yoice, and 
beholding her with a willing mind and attent- 
ive ear, he was exceedingly taken‘in love: and 
entering the houfe, fell into talk with her 
it greatly, 
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greatly, but chiefly of love; and amongit 
other talk, he demanded of her, what he fhould 
give her to fleep by her fide one night? She 
an{wered—An hundred florins. “Then faid the 
knight—Tell me when | fhall come, and I will 
give it you. Sir, quoth fhe, when I have-con- 
venient time, | fhall fend for you.’ Phe next 
day fhe fang in the fame place, and the fecond 
knight of the Emperor’s court came by that 
way, who likewife was {mitten in her love, and 
he alfo promifed her an hundred florens. To 
whom fhe made the like promife. he third 
day came to her another knight, and unto him 


‘ikewife fhe confented, and he promifed her an 


hundred florens if fhe fhould give him know- 
ledge of the time, which fhe alfo promifed. 
Thefe three knights having fo fecretly fpoken 
with the lady, that not one of them had know- 
Jedge of one another’s coming unto her. Now 
the lady was deceitful, and came to her hui- 
band, and faid—Sir, f have a fecret, matter to 
fhew you; wherein, if you.follow my countel 
our poverty you may, largely relieve. Lhe 
knight replied—Tell 1t me, and J will keep it 
as fecret as my Jife, and fulfil it.to the utmoft 
of my. power. She anfwered—Three knights 
of the Emperors: court have been with me, 
one after another, in fuch wife, that. mone of 
them knoweth of another’s counfel, and each 
knight offered me an hundred florens, Might 
wean hindred florens get, and.no man know 
ity fhould not our poverty be well relteved 2 
“Then faid the knight-Yea; therefore whatfo-~ 

. ever 
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ever you will counfel me, I fhall willingly per- 


‘fern. ‘Then faid fhe, 1 give you counfel, that 
.when'the knights fhall come with their flo- 


rens, you fhall’ fland behind ‘the gate with 
your fword drawn, and as they come (being 
they come one after another) you fhall flay 
them, and fo we fhall have the ‘three hundred 
florens they bring, without any man’s know- 
ledge. The knight anfwered—O my beft be- 
loved wife, | fear this evil cannot he hid, and 
we Shall thereforé fuffer death if it were known 
—She anfwered, | fhall this work begin, and 
therefore make a good end, fear not. When 
the knight faw fie was fo hardy, it caufed him 
to be more bold. Then: fhe fent for the firit 
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knight, and he came, without pees to the 


wate, and knocked, <And fhe afked, if he had 


brought 
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brought'the hundred florens?. Hé anfwered— 


TL have brought them <*then fhe let-hinyin, and- - 


he had no‘ooner enteréd but her hitb and ‘mur- 


dered. him: Immediately. came. the fecond ~.. 


knight; and: in like manner was flain. . And 
not long after came the third knight, whom‘ he 
alfo flew. Having finithed the butchery, they 
conyeyed the. murdered: bodies into a fecret 
chamher..” When they had thus done, the 


knight. faid unto the Jaiy—O dear wife, if 


thele dead bodies fhould be found with us, we 
fhall die the moft fhameful death that can be 
imagined, for it is not. pofible but thefe three 
knights will be miffed in the ah court, 

and great fearch will be made for them thro’ 
the city. She.anfwered and faid—Sir knight, 
J have now this work begun, and will:make a 


good end,: fear it noty 1 have faid. “This lady. 
had a brother, which tiad the ‘government. of § 
the wealth of the city, that on: nights watched. 
in the itreets with his fellows, She. flood. at: 
the gate, and called unté her. brother, and faid : 
—QO my beft béioyed brother; Ihave a fecret’ 
matter which I would not ‘tHake-it Known, : 
therefore come in with:me, and {will relate is: 
‘unto you. And whén he ‘was“entered the. 
houfe, the lady, received: him: friendly, fands”: 
gave him wire, and faid-—-My beloved brother. 


this is the caufe I have called: you, for I have 
much need: of your good counfel. “The bro- 


| ther, anfwered——Speak boldly, and whatfoever. 
\I may do to my power, fhall be at your defire 
|) without any. letting. Then faid the, Yefter- 


day 


[va 
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day came a knight in friendfhip, but. after- 
wards he fell into foch variance with my, huf- 
band, that he flew him, and he lieth here dead ; 
in my. chamber. Now, my dear brother, we 

have no moan that we may truft, but you;. and 
if this dead body be.found in our houle, we. 
fhall be put to death.” Now fhe mentioned 
but one. Her brother faid, Deliver him me ae 
a fack,-and I will bear him to the fea. . She 

hearing that, was glad thereof, and delivered 
him the body of the firft knight. He.took it, .. 
and went a good fpace, and caft him therein: 
and as foon as this was done, he came to his 
fiftér, anid faid.'to: her, Give me df the beft 
Wine, for you are of him rid; and fhe gave him 
thanks, and went to her chamber, as though 
fhe had gone for wine, and began to cry aloud, 
The knight that was caft into the fea is comé 
again; As her brother heard that, he mar- 


' velled fore, and faid, Give me him, I fhall fee 


if he. will ‘rife again, and took the fecond. 
knight (fuppofing it had been the body of the 
firft) and went to the fea and with a fione 


‘drowned him. That done, “he went again to 


his fitter, and faid) Now fill mea cup of good 
wine, for I have drowned him fo deep that he 
fhall never come again. ‘Then faid fhe, thanks 
be to God, and went again to her chamber, and. 
feigned to fetch wine, and cried aloud, Alas! 
he is rifen again, and is come. out of the fea, 
And as her brother heard’ that, with a great 
wonder he faid, What devil is this that I have 
caft into the water, and yet he ts come again! 

Deliver 
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Deliver him me the third time, and 1 fhall fee 
it he willcome again. ‘Then fhe gave him the 
third knight. which he believed had been the 
firft, and went without the city. to a great fo- 
reft, and made a great fire to caft him therein, 
and when he was almoft burnt, the brother 
went a little diftance todo his need, Hen 
came a knight that’ was to ride to the city, 
where in the morning fhould be a tourney and 
jufting. It was cold weather, and dark, and 
not far from the city; and when he faw the fire 
he drew thereto, and alighted, and ‘warmed 
hin. ! 

The watchman came and faid, What art 
thou? The knight faid, 1 ama kiight: then 
faid the watchman, Thou art no knight, buta 
devil, for 1 firft caft thee inte the water, then 
with a great ftone I drowned thee, and the 
third time [ put thee into this fire, fuppofing 
thou hadit been burgt, and yet thou flandeit 
here: and then he took the knight with his 
horie, and caft them both into the fire.  Af- 
ter that, he went unto his fifter, and told what 
happened, and faid, Now bring me the beit 
wine; for after [had burnt him, I found him 
again by the fire with a horfe, and have cait 
them both into the fire; and by this his fitter 
perceived he had burnt a knight of the tour- 
ney ; who anon brought’ him the wine abun- 
dantly; and after he had well drunk, he de- 


parted thence. Not long after, there fell a 


‘seat contention betwixt the Knight and his 
wife, fo that he fmete her; and the had indig- 
natien 
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nation thereof, being angry, and. faid, that 


| many beard her, O wretch, wilt thou kill me, 


| 


as thou didit the three knights?) Certain men 
hearing that, laid hands on them, and brought 
then to the Emperor, and the woman confef- 
| fed that her hafband had flain the three knights 


_ of the Emperor’s, and how he took from them 


“three hundred florins. And it being fo found, 


both were drawn at a horfe tail and hanged, 
Then faid the Matter to the Emperor, Have ye 
underftood what I have faid?) He anfwered, 
Right well: [fay for certain that wife was the 
wort woman that might be; for frft fhe mov- 
ed him to murder, rad afterwards difcovered 
him. The Maftrr faid, Without doubt it fhall 

happen to you worle, if you put your fon te 
death by advice of y your wife: the Emperor 
faid, My fon fhall not die this day. . ‘The Mat 
ter hearing that, gave thanks to the Einperor, 
took leave, and went his way. 
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The fevinth Complaint of the Emprets. 


Vi 7 HEN the Empreis heard the Ba peror’s 


¥ fon was yet living, as a mad w yOMANy 
fhe ran to the. Emperor weeping, and faying, 
O unhappy woman! What fhall i do? I muit 


' needs. flay my fel: that am afhamed, and tio 


punifhment thereunon done. The Emperor 
anfwered, God defend. that you fhould have 

mind on fuch a wicked deed! fuffer a while, 
i 
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and you fhall have a good end. She anfwer- 
ed—Sir, the end fhall be evil; for of that {hall 
follow. us great confufion. The Emperor faid, 
Leave off fuch talk, She faid——Lord, it thall 
come to you and to your fon as toa king and 
his fteward. I pray tell that example. She 
faid—I will gladly; but I fear you will hear 
me No more; for next day the Seventh Mafter 
fhall fpeak, and fave your fon from death as 
the other fix have done; and when your fon 
fhall fpeak, of whofe words you fhall have 
Juch joy and deleCtation, that the love betwixt 
us dhall be wholly ‘forgotten. The Emperor 
faid—{ hat is impoffible, for I thall never for- 
get your love, 

Then faid fhe—My beft beloved Lerd, if it 
pleafe. you, T will tell you one example by . 
which you fhall beware of many perils, efpe- 
cially of your accurfed fon, who intendetly to 
deftroy me by his Mafters. The Emperor 
faid—Tell on: and the Emprefs began to tell 
as hereafter followeth. 


The Jeventh Example of the Emprefs, 


oe HERE was aking which loved his wife 

above all things, infomuch that he clofed 
her within a ftrong caftle, and bare the kevs 
thereof himlelf: the lady was therefore heavy 
and comfortlefs, Now. in tar countries there 
was 
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fwas a valiant knight, which lying on his bed 
dreamed he faw one of the faireit queens that 
ever eye beheld, whofe love above all others he 
idefired to obtain, and :f he might fee her walk 
the fhould certainly have iomie knowledge of 
ther, by whom to him great friendfhip nine bee 
nour fhould come. To the queen, the fame 
jnight, by vifon of the fame knight, the like 
was alfo fhewed, aud as yet they had no know- 
edge of each pther, neither of name or fame. 
When the knight had thus dreamed, and feen 
(as he thought) a moft virtuous and come! 
lady, he determined that his foot fhould take 
no reft till he had found out the lady, that in 
his dream feemed fo Biorious, And having 
took horfe, and all that was neceffary ’ for his 
journey, he travelled eines divers regi- 
ons, ¢:untrics, and RBH OMe: till at laft be 
Came into the land where this queen was by 
| her jealous hufband kept in a rong caftle. 
When thisknight was come unto the city, and 
.and had fora feafon therein fojourned, it fell 
out, that as the knight walked by the caitle, 
and knew not as then that the queen was 
proerein kept) fhe was at that time fitting ia 
the window to fee the people pats by, atid 
‘amongit others, the efpied the knightoa d 
knew hinv ta be the mau of whom fhe had 
dreamed before. The knight by chance: liited 
“up his eyes, and perceived a lady im a Win- 
‘dow, and his mind gave. him, that it. was 
fhe af whom he had dreamed, and fhe began a 
fong j inlove. As he heard that, he was taken 


| 


|e with 
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with her Jove.. That knight from henceforth — 
daily walked about the caftle beholding it -all ” 
over, to efpy if any way he might get in, to_ 
declare his mind unto her. 1 he lady perceiv- 
ing that, prefently endited’a letter, and fecretly — 
eonveyed it unto him from the ‘cafement of — 
her chamber window, which when he had pe- » 
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ruied, and underftanding the will or the ladys 
he beean to haunt juits ond tournaments, and 


the fare o 
: foon as the king heard thereof, he fen 
vim, and faid unto him—bdir knight, I 
have heard that you have get much honour. at 


our jufts and toutnameuts; wherefore if it 


pleale youto abide here ard dwell with us, we 
dhall give you! a dirge revard.” The knight 


aniwer- 
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' mighty prince, I am your fer- 
vant, 1. would 1 could do any fervice that 
| 1 


would pleale your magnificence, without tak~- 


ing any reward, fave one thing before all other 
1 defire, ‘The king faid—Shew unto me holdly 
whatthat is. The knight an{wered-— My lord, 
feeing thatit hath pleafed your molt excellent 
Maielty to take me fgr your. jervant, and one 
of your grave cpunfel, it feemeth to me malt 
expedient for both ear delights, that, L.have a 
place near the wall of the caftle, that d atiall 
times might be more ready at, your call, when 
you need, Lhe king aniwered-—L ‘content,: 
make. it as you think belt. Then the knight 
caufed many workmen, to be brought, and 
having fo done, |he chofe out, certain fos his 
_purpofe, and caufed. them to build him a fair 
lodging near the walls of the tower. This he- 


. 
+ +h 


ing, finifhed, he made .a covenant wath one of 
the workinen, (whom he thought httett 
_ make a fecret way to the queen's lodgings. 
And when this was finifhed, he killed 
work-man, becaufe he ,fhould not .make it 
known. , Having thus done, he went in unto 
the queen, and did her reverence as: beeame 
him, and they difcourfed of . many -matters. 
Having thus pafled the day, the might, drawing 
on, he defired he might fleep by hes onei night, 
but fhe often denied him}; yet neverthelefs con- 
tented unto his requeft. (Now they having 
fpent the night.in pleafare, and morning being 
come, the knignt returned. to his lodgings, and 
the queen began to think .with herfelf-What 


fie {all 
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fhall Ido, if I fhould make my hufband ace 
quainted herewith? Two evils would come 
thereof; the one is my fhame, and peradven- 
ture he would utterly forfake me, and caufe 
ne to be driven out of the land for ever: The 
other is, that he would flay the knight,. for 
desth it is not poflible for him to efcape; there- 
fore I think it more expedient to be fecret® 
therein, thin to reveal iv. . After thar, the 
Knight, as cften as it pleafed him, went in untg 
the queen, and did his will with her; and fhe 
gove him a ring which the king had given her 
at her wedding, This knight was fo famous 
in jufting, that in every battle and tourna- 
ment he had the victory: fez which caufe he 
was in great favour with the king, fothat he 
made him fteward and governor over all his | 
land, ane 

It happened on a day, that the king difpofed 
to ride a hunting, and commanded his fteward 
to be ready on the morrow to go with him: 
whereupon he offered bimfelf willingly. On 
the morrow they entered the foreft, ‘all diy 
chacing the wild beafts.’and were fo weary 
that the king fat down by a fountain to reff, 
and the knight by his fide. the knight was no 


Sooner fet, but he fel] afleep by the king, hav- 


ing the ring on his finger which the queen had= 
given him; which: the king perceiving knew. 
it well. When the knight awaked, and found © 

the king had feen the ring, he feiened himfelf 
to be fore fick, and faid— My honoured Le rd, 
I feel myfelf fo fiek, that if I donot hafle rye 
unte 
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‘unto my lodging, and feek out fome prefent 


remedy, either by phyfic or fome other courfe, 
I am buat a dead man, therefore [ pray you 
give me leave to go home, To whom the king 
made this. anfwer—-Go, dear friend, in the 
name of God, and fee there be nothing want- 
ing to procure thy health, that my court of 
kingdom can afford. “The king had no {ooner 
ended his fpeech, but immediute'y the knight 
took Jeave, and getting upon his horfe, he haft 
ed to his houfe, and as foon as he was come 
home he alighted, and hafted to the queen's 
lodgings, and gave her the ring again, and told 
her withal how the king had efpied it upon his 
finger, when they were both iat downto reits. 
he aifo told her, that he feigned himielf to be 
very fick, for which caufe the king gave him 
Jeave to return to his lodgings; and he prayed 
her that if the king at any time fhould call for 
the ring fhe fhould fhew it unto him, ‘This 
done, -he departed, and went again unto his 
lodging. Not long aiter, the king came home 
to the queen, and fhe received him right lo» 
vingly; and after a little time had paficd, the 
king faid unte her—My renowned Lady, fhew™ 
me the ring that I gave you, for i have a great 
defire to fee it. She aniwered—O my belt be- 
loved Lord; why at this time do you defire to 
fee it?- Ther faid he—If you fhew it not to 
me incontinently, it fhall repent you. Then 
fhe arofe, and went to her cabinet, and took 
the ring out of it; and having thus done, fhe 
brought it to her hufband, and when he had 
Toa feen 


1O4 THE SEVEN.WISE MASTERS, 
feen it, he was half afhamed, and Taid—M 
beit beloved queen, © how like fs that knight’s 
ting unte this, which I faw upon his finger! 
for [thought it had been mine, and that was 
the caufe I did afk fo haftily for it. And of 
this fufpicion T yield inyfelf guilty, my dear 
Jady, inthis behalf: the ftrength of the tow- 
er deceived me, for I] thought none could get 3 
therein but myfelf alone, In regard none had 
the keeping of the keys but miyfelf. She faid 
“unto him—My dear lord, wonder not, for-one 
rag may belike another, and workmen feldom 
make one piece of work :but others make the 
faine; but God forgive. you in that you have 
fulpected me; for you know the ftrength of 
the tower, and the keys you have always in 
your prefence, and truft no man therewith, 
“After. that, the knight ordained a great dinner, 
and faid unto the king—My fovereign, my 
Jady and love is come from out of my country 
to icck me, for whofe fake I have ordained a 
dinner, and would intreat your highnefs to do 
me the honour, to dine with me this day, and 
take fuch meat as thall be provided, The king 
anfwered—Mioft willingly will Ido you that 
worlhip, and more. ‘The knight was glad 
thereof, and by his fecret way went unto the 
queen, and faid to her—My beloved lady, you 
muil do thus: come to my houfe the private 
way, and cloathe. yourtelf richly, and deck 
yourlelf with jewels and, other ornaments, ag~ 
cording to the culkom of my country; then 
ghall you fit at tuble with amy king, ag my fo- 


veréign 
— 


wereign ‘lady, and make.,good cheer, She re- 
plied--Sir knight, [am ready to do according 
to your defire Whe en the time appo inted was 
near, and the king coming from the caftle to- 
wards the ahh S adel in the mean ‘time, by 
the fecret way, the queen enteredithe knights 
sea before the king could come, and ap> 
parelled herfelf after, the manner of the knight's 
country. When the king entered the es 
fhe with courtly tabupations received him; and 
when the king had beheldher, he demanded 
of the Wight ‘what woman fhe fhould be that 
feemed fo fair? Then anfwered the knight— 
My renowned lord, it is my fovereign “lady, 
that for the love dhe beareth me, is come out 
of my country after me:to know aahy I fhould 
abient myfelf fo long from ‘her love and fer« 
vice. The {peeches being ended, the knight 
cauted the queen to fit down at the table, and 
made the queen fit by him. The king thought 
it Was Sn queen, and faid within himtelf{—O 
how like is this woman unto my wife! So the 
ftrength of the tower {till deceived hi m, that 
he gave more credit unto the knight's words 
than to his own eyes. “The queen began to 
talk to the king, and for to ftir him to eat and 
drink, and make good cheer. And as the king 
heard the voice, he faid unto himfelf-—O blel- 
fed Lord, how like is. this woman to my 
aces in her behaviour, fpeech, vifage, amd 
in all other conditions! And ftill the rer eth, 
of the tower deceived him. In theend of the. 
feaft, the knight prayed his beloved ao to 
19 5 “Sng 
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fing before the king, and fhe began to fing a 
fong of love. When the king heard her, he 
knew her voice, and thought unto himfelf— 
| Is not this my wife? And yet how can this be? 
1 J having the keys of the tower myfelf in keep- 
H)) ~~ ing! So all dinner time the king fat debating 
hel thus with himfelf. Dinner ended, he urged 
the knight forthwith to take up the table, he 2 
having great occafions that moved him there- 
unto, for he was fore troubled in mind: upon 
which the knight faid—My Lord, what is the 
reafon you are fo melancholy? What is ‘it 
that difcontenteth you? Be not troubled: if 
it pleafe you we fhall make you fome pleafant 
{port. And the gentlewoman faid—My be- 
Joved Lord, if it pleafe you with us to abide, 
we fhall make you all the delight that this 
place can afford: if your queen herfelf was 
here, fhe could not give you more content. 
Whereupon, the king began to be angry, and 
faid—Take away the table, for | may no long- 
er abide here, until that [ have refolved my 
mind. . Thereupon, the knight ‘ftraightway 
obeyed the king, and took up the table, giv- 
ing thanks. to all, but efpecially to the king 
his fovereign lord and mafter. 
Now the king departed, and went with all 
_ hafte into the caftle, to fee whether his queen 
|. \was therein; but in the mean time, fhe went 
| | °. anatthe private door, and {tripped off her up- 
oF perwott vefture, and put herfelf into the fame, 
1) >. habit the king left her attired with. When 
i} > the xing entered therein, he found the queen 
i : in 
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i the fame cloathing he had left herin before ; 
and feeing all fell out contrary to his expecta- 
tion, he kindly embraced her, and faid to her, 
This day have I eaten with my knight, and 
his fair lady, who caine out of her country to 
my court to find him out, who being met, and 
overjoyed at the fight of | her, did foon prepare 
a great feat, and humbly intreared me to do 
bined fo much grace as to accompany him at the 
feaft. W hereupon, I anf{wered: hiin—that. for 
the love I did bear him, 1 would do him the 
honour, and much more, if requeited; whom 
I having beheld, fhe feemed to me fo fair, that 
fince J was born, mine eves have not teen one 
fo like.as fhe is to you, infomuch that all din- 
ner-time I was troubled with many matters, 
and could hardly endure unto the end of the 
feaft, but that 1 muit conse to fee whether you 
were here. 

Then the queen anfwered him, O mighty 

king, wherefore ios you miftruft me, having 
often found the contrary? Lo you not know 
that this tower is fo fait and {trong that: no 
man can enter in or out without your know- 
ledge? for you always keep the keys, and will 
not truft any therewith; how then its it pofli- 
ble T fhould be there? You may find one man 
like another: you remember of late how you 
did miftake the knight’s ring; and have you 
more arguments of {nfo cio againit me? Was 
it not falticient to debar me of |i berty thefe 
many years, but you mult needs be jealous be- 
fides? I tell you, . noble king, if you do 
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not forfake your jea! outy, and releafe me out 
of iraprifonment before three days be expired, 
Twill end my days: herein; for I had rather 
live a fervant at liberty, than a queen in_-pri- 
fon. The king anfwered—All that you have 
objected to is true, of which I acknowledge 
myfelf guilty; wherefore have patience for a 
few days, and as fure as I reign King of this 
country; [ will fet you at liberty : : aod fo he 
teetusly embraced her with a kifs, and return- 
ed to his lodgings. Now he had not reiied 
above two days, but the knight came and faid 
untothe king-~--O my honourable Lord, | have 
long ferved your highnets; now it is time I re- 
turn into my own country; and for all the fer- 
vice that | have done unto you, I defire nothing 
but this one thing before my departure 3 which 
is to give to me, " befure the priett, with your 
own band, in the church, my beloved lady 
whom f intend to wed, who followed me out 
of far countries for love, and: whom {| ‘fhall 
bring thither ane as my true and lawful 
Wide, wich will be to. my great honour when 
{come into my country. ‘The king anfwered 
——ihat petition, and more than that, (if you 
ecfireit) will gladly: fulfil. °T ben the king 
fexed the day of marriage. When the good 
xing came to charch honourably attended, the 
pr rieft was ready (adorned with his veflmenits) 
ro folemnize the matrimony. . “The knight ap- 
pareHed the queen in his own houfe, after. the 
thanner of his own country, and-ordained two 


Igiights, to” lead! her to the church, who be-: 


lieved 
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lieved it had been his paramour. When they 


were coine to the church, the prieft faid— 
Who fhall give this woman to. this knight? 
The king faid—-1 hall give her unto her own 
knight; and took her by the hand, and faid—. 
O. xx ped: woman, you are fo like my, queen, that 
my love is to you the greater, and alfo, becaufe 
you fhall be wedded to this knight whom | ef- 
teem above all men, and he fhall be of my 
houfe: and fo es the or hand into the 
knight’s; and the prieft, after the order of the 
church, bound them, and wedded them toge- 
ther in true and faithful wedlock. When alk 
thefe rites were finifhed, the knight faid unto 
the king—O moft noble Lord, the fhip that I 
intend to go in towards my country is now 
furnifhed for my journey, and ready to: fail 
away; wherefore | humbly befeech your noble: 
grace to accompany my beloved wife there- 
unto, and that you would admonifh her to 
love me, and have me. in favour sabove. all 
others living, and fo mueh the rather for your 
good countel. ‘che king, -with his followers, 
(befides.others) did accompany them unto thé 
fhip; for whofe departure many were exceed- 
ing forrowful and heavy. Then the king be- 
gan to fay unto the queen—My dear. friend, 
vena ae unto my counfel, and fee that ye 
follow it, for it fhall be to your profit:’ my 
moit ape and beloved knight: hath now 
wedded and done to you ‘all the honour that in 
him'ss; wherefore look that you love, honour, 
and obey him above all other men, as God 
hath 
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hath commanded, and that you be unto him 
true in your dealings. As foon as this ipeecb 
was ended, he delivered her: unto the knight, 
faying—My bleffing be with you both, and 
our Lord keep and convey you fafely unto 
your own country. “Then the knight and the 
queen bowed their heads to the king, and gave 
him ‘thanks for. all the kindneffes that ne had 
done them: and having fo done, they com- 
sash him to the: Alm: ehty, and entered into 

the fhip: the mariners hoifted fail before the 
wind, and within a fhort {pace the king loft 
oe ‘of the fhip; and then going haftily into 
the caftle, he went to feek for his queen, and 
when he could not find her, he was moved 
over all the parts of his. body, and fought over 
all the tower fo long, ull at lait he found out 
the bole that the knight had-caufed to be 
made: and when he faw that, he wept bitter- 
Ty, and cried out—Alas! alas! this knight in 
whom I had fo great confidence, hath robbed 
me of my wife! Was I not a fool, that gave 
more faith unto the words of a knight than to 
my own eyes? 

Then faid the Emprefs--My Lord, have 
ou underftood what L Rove (aid? The Em- 
péror faid—As wellas may be. hen anfwer- 
ed the Emprefs--Remember how he trufted 
the knight, and yet the knight deceived him: 


oa. 
in like manner do you truit the Seven Wife 


Mafters, who labour to deftroy me your wife, 


and you give more credit to their words than _ 
to your own eyés; for you have feen how your 
ungra- 


A tannin 
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ungracious fon hath rent and fcratched me, 
whereof yet I bear tokens and marks about me, 
as you may fee; alfo you know well how your 


accurfed fon hath fhamed me, and you mark - 


not how they defend him in this folly: there- 
fore it isto be feared that it will happen to you 
worfe than to the king of whom | have {poken 
unto you. 

The Emperor replied—I will believe mine 
own eyes before 1] will give credence to their 
words, and therefore to-morrow I fhall do 
juftice upon my fon. The next day the Em- 
peror commanded his fon to be brought before 
him; which being done, he commanded him 
to be led to the place of execution, there to 
fuffer death according to the law, ‘Then there 
began to arife great noife and bewailing amongft 
the common people, for the death of the | m- 
perors only fon, At lait when the feventh 
Matter heard it, he ran immediately unto the 


officers which were leading him to the gallows, | 
and faid—My friends, I pray you not to make | 


over much hafte, but ftay your hands awhile 3 
for 1 think this day (with the help of the Al- 
mighty God) to fave him from all perils. | And 


from thence the Mafter hafted him to the Em- | 
perorss palace, and bid him reverence according | 


to his accuftomed duty ? but the Emperor with 
great indignation made him this anfwer—Never 
more have you‘any joy in this world, for that 


you have fent my fon home untaught and | 


dumb, whom I delivered unto you well fpeak- 
ing; for which caufe you fhall be all put to 
death 


| 
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death with him. The Mafter anfwered——~O 
moft noble Emperor, the time jis not fo long 
betwixt this and to-morrow noon; then {by 
the grace of God) you: fhall hear him fpeak 
dilcreetly, and fhull. declare the .truth of all 
things, and this I promife*you he will peform 
to the full, upom pain of my life, if you will 
{pare him fo long time: if you find it not fo, 
thentake my Irfe, and the lives of us all. ‘Dhen 
faid the Emperor—If J might but hear my fon 
{fpeak, it would give me fufficient content, and 
1 would not defire longer to live... Ehen’ an- 
{wered the Matler— All this and more you fhail 
fec, and confefs it to be true, if you will but 
abide this litle time, and then the ftrife thar 
hath betwixt us and the Emprefs will be clearly 
decided. And if you fuifer him to be put te 
death through the words. of your ungodly wife, 
1 tell you of a truth it fhall happen worfe to 
you than it did to a knight that died for a 
little blood that he faw his wife to bleed, to 
whom afterwards. fhe was moft unnatural. 
‘Then faid the Eenaperor—That example would 
J fain lear, Then faid the Mafer—I et your 
fon ‘be called again, and J fhall tell you fo no- 
table an example, that during your life you 
may beware of the unftablenefs of women, 
‘Vhen the Emperor faid—I fhall go call my fon 
again, upon condition, that to morrow | fhall 
hear him {peak as you have promifed. The 
Mafter faid—Do that my Lord, for it fhall be 


! fo, and began to tel! as followeth, 
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The Example of the Seventh Mafter. 


be HERE was a knight that had a fair 
young wife, whom he loved entirely, {fo 
that he could not be out of her fight. It hap- 
pened ona time that they played together at 
chefs, and the knight by chance had a knife 
in his hand, and fhe fortuned to fmite her 
hand onthe knife, fo that a little blood began 
to ‘appear, When the knight faw his wife 
bleed, he fell to the ground in a fwoon: his 
wife feeing that, caft cold water on his face, 
infomuch that he came a little to himfelf, and 
faid, lightly—-Call the curate with the holy 
facrament, for I muft die; for the blood that [ 
have feen come from your finger hath fmittén 
‘death to my heart: then the prieft came, and 
comforted him much, and adminiftered the fa- 
| crament unto him, and anon he died; for 
: whofe death there was great forrow, efpecially 
: 


by his wife: Alfo, after the obfequies were 
finifhed, fhe went and lay upon his grave, and 
there made great Jamentation, and faid—flie 
would never depart thence, but as a turtle 
dove fhe would, for the love of her hufband, 
there abide and die. Then went her friends 
and neignbours unto her, and» faid— What 
availeti this for his foul, to live here weeping 
until you die? It is better that you go: home, 
and there give alms for the love of God) amd 
that fhall more avail your foul, than in this 
place tq gbide. ‘To whom fhe anfwered—I 
. : pray |] 
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pray you hold your peace: you are evil coun- 
fellors, .Contider ye not how I am from him 
feparated by death, for a little blood he faw 
come outof my*finger? Therefore I fhall ne- 
yer from hence depart. 

Her friends hearing that, made her a_ little 
Foufe near the grave, and putting therein all 
things neceflary, went tieir ways, thinking 
within a while fhe fhould be weary to be alone, 
ind fo défolate from all company, and thereby 
defire again the company of the people. 

In the city was then a law, That if a crimi- 
nal was hangedy the fheriff all night fhould 
watch the dead body armed: and if it happen- 
ed that the body were ftolen, the fheriff was 
to be deprived of his lands and lite at the plea» 
fure of the king. it happened, foon after the 
knight was dead, that a man fhould be hanged 
for trefpaffing, fo that the fheriff all that night 
watched by the gallows, not far from the city, 
and the church-yard was not far from the 
fame: then began the fheriff to be fo cold, that 


he could not pofibly endure it, but was ready 


to dic, except he might fpeedily warm him, it 
was fo great a froft; and by chance efpying a 
fire in the church-yard, he hafted and came ‘o 
it, and when he was come near thereto, he 
knocked at the little houfe. The woman faid, 
Who at this time knocketh at rhe houfe of the 
forrowful woman? He anfwered—I am the 
fheriff that hath endured much cold, and am 
ready to freeze to death, unlefs without delay 
you let me warm myfelf, She faidunto Iim— 


I fear 
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Y fear if that 1 let you in, ye fhould canfe me 
to be more heavy. He faid—-I promife you, 
that f fhall fay no words to your difpleafure. 
‘ben fhe let him in; and) when he had fat a 
While by the fire, and was well warmed, he 
faid unto her--O, fair woman, with your li- 
cence, would | fain fpeak but one word with 
you. She anfwered—sir, fay what pleafeth 
you. ‘Then he faid—O Lady, you be a fair 
gentle oman, rich and young, Were it not 
more convenient for you to dwell at home, and 
to give alms, than to wafle yourfelf here with 
weeping? She faid—Sir knight, had I known 
this before, you had not come in; for | fay to 
you, asI have faid to others oftentimes, you 
know my hufband loved me fo well, that for a 
little blood he faw come out of my finger, he is 
dead; wherefore I will here die for the love of 
him. As the knight heard this, he took leave, 
and went again unto the gallows; and when | 
he was come thither, and’ faw thac the thief. 
“which he left hanging was ftolen away, he be- 
Zan to wax heavy, and faid-~Woe is me!— 
What fhall I do? for I have loft my life, and 
ailmy goods! And going up and down thus 
full of iorrow, be knew not what way to turn 
himlelf; at laft, he concluded to go to the de 
folate lady, and fhew her the heavinefs of his 
heart, to wit if fhe could give him any good 
counlel. When he was come thither, he call+ 
ed, and fhe afked him the canfe. He faid—— 
Madam, I am the fheriff that was juit now 
wiih you, and I would fain thew you the fe- 
crets 


he 
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crets of my heart, therefore I pray you open 
the dcor. And he wentin, and faid unto her, 
O moft virtuous lady, I am now come to haye 
your advice; for. you know the laws of the 
land are, that when any man is hanged, and 
tolen off the gallows, the fheriff’s life and 


goods are in the king’s hands: now it happened 


while I was here, and warmed me, the thief 


was ftolen; therefore | pray, fair Lady, for 
the loveof God, give me your beit advice what 


to do. She an{wered—l have compaffion upon 
you, for by, the law you have loft your life 


and goods to the king, do now after.my coun 


fel, and ye fhall lofe neither. He anfwered— 
i am. to you greatly bound, hoping to haye 
good comfort. She faid—Wéill you, then pro- 


mife tomake me your wife? The knight, an- 


Awered—Would to. God you..were indeed fo 


ininded; but I fear you difdain to humble 


yourfelf unto fo poor a knight. She, faid—I 


give you my will there; and, he gaye her again 


his will, and confented, to be her knight during 


hislife. Then faid fhe-—You know on, fucha 


day my Lord was buried, who for the love of 


me died; take him. out of the | fepulchre, and 
* him up inftead of the thief. The Enight 


BAS 


putwered-—Lady, your counfel ts very good; 
“then went they and opened the fepulchre, and 


drew him.out.. The knight anfwered unto the 
Lady—How fhall we now do,, becaufe ere the 
thief was hanged, two of his teeth were fmjt- 
ten out, and | fear me if that were perceived, 
} fhall die the death, hen the lady faid— 
ie Hc Take 
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Take a ftone and ftrike out two of his teeth: 
The knight anfwered—Madam, that may not 
I do; for while he lived he was my trutly 
friend; and it fhould be to me great rebuke to 
do fo ‘difloyal a deed to his body, being dead. 
She anfwered—F or your love | fhall doit, and 
préefantly ‘took a | ftone and inore oe two of 
his teeth, ake him 
and hang him wn the eileas ibe the thief. 
‘The knight faid--I fear to do it, for the thief 
when he was taken was wonnded upon ‘his 
head, anc d he lacked his ears, O Madam. God 
forbid that J do fo to the dead body that T lov- 
ed fo w ell | in his hfe. Then faid fhe, (sive me 

your fword, and I fhall for your love do it: 
io taking the fword, fhe fmote a mantby ftroke 


en the forehead, and cut off his “ears; and 
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when fhe had thus done, fhe faid—Now hang 
him. Then the knight anfwered—Yet | fear 
to hang him; for the thief wanted both his 
fiones, and if he be fearched and not found 
without, all my labour is loft. Then faid fhe 
——I never faw man {o fearful, feeing the matter 
is fo fure: take a knife and cut off his ftones. 
And he anfwered—That 1 may not do in any 
wife, and therefore I pray you {pare me, for I 
know what a man is without his flones. She 
faid, For the love of youl fliall do it, and 
took the knife and cut off her hufband’s ftones,. 
and faid—Now take the churl thus disfigured, 
and hang him up without dread: and ‘they 
went both and hungthe body upon the gallows 
and fo the fheriff was delivered. “Then faid 
the lady—Now ye are delivered from all-dan- 
gers by my counfel, therefore | defire you (ae- 
cording. to promife) that ye wed me. ‘The 
knight faid—I have made a vow that I fhall ne- 
ver wed other fo long as I-live, which I fhalt 
perform. Then he faid—O thou moft fhame- 
ful and worft: of all women,:who would take 
thee to. wife? An. honourable and loving 
knight was thy hufband, who for a little bloud 
that he faw iflue out of thy finger died. Now 


haft thou {mitten out two of his.teeth, cut off 


his ears and flones, and made a great wound in 
his head. What devil would. marry thee r— 
Therefore thou fhalt never fhame good man 
more, I will rid-thee of thy-life. And drew 
his fword, and with one ftroke {mote off her 


ead. 


Then 
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Then the Matter {aid unto the Emperor — 
My Lord, have you underttood what [ have 
faid? He anfwered—Right well: among it all 
women this was the worft, and the knight re- 
warded her accordingly. that fhe fhou'd no 
more do fhame. The Emperor faid—Moro. 
over, good Matter, might I but hear my fot 
{peak, 1 thould have no care of mylelf.. Vhen 
faid the Mafter—To-morrow you {hall hear 
him {peak, and he fhall fhew the truth of all 
the variances betwixt us and the Emprefs, as [ 
hope. And fo he took leave of the Emperor, 
and departed, | 


How DrociEstan, the Emperor’s Son, con- 
plained of the Emprefs, and bow he excifed 
himfelf to her Complaint. 


FTER that, all the Matters took couye 
4X fel how they fhould bring the childsout 
of prifon, and lead him to the palace 3" {6 the 
went to the child in prifon hefore mid day, lis 
counfel to hear. ‘1owhom the child {yidi 
What you will, fhall plesfe; but bufy not 
yourfelves how | thal! an{wer, or what i fhatl 
fay; for with joy I fhall an(wer all that ma 
be demanded of me. When the Seve; Wile 
Wiafters heard that, they were exceeding joy- 
ful, and cloathed him in purple and cloth of 
gold; and two of the Mafters went before 
him, one on his right hand; and ane ner on 
his 


~eeaegpapene 
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\ his left, and the other three followed hin, and 
1 before all went twelve men with inftruments 
t of mufick, who brought him with great melo- 
{ dy to the palace. When the Emperor heard 
1 the melody, he demanded what it was?) 7] hen 
it was told him by the by-ftanders, faying— 
Mighty Emperor, it is your fon which com- 
eth before you, and before all your Lords, to 
{péak and excufe himfelf of all that “is faid to 
his charge. The Emperor faid—T hat is good 
tidings, if 1 might hear my fon fpeak. And 
when the child was come into the palace, he 
rode to his father, and faid unto hiin—Hail, 
my moft dear and royal father. 
JAtd when the Emperor. heard the voice of, 
his fon, he.was fo glad, that for joy he fell.to 
the earth; but his fon hafted ‘to take up his 


father again: and when he came to himfelf, 


then began the fon to declare the whole mat- 
ter to his father. And there came fo great 

multitude to the palace to Hear.the child fpeak 
and the noife of them was fo great that the 
child could not be heard... The Emperor con- 
fidering that, caufed money to be‘thrown into 
the fireets, that the people therewith‘ fhould 
be bufied cut of the palace; tlie better to heat 
the child fpeak: 
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THE 


So the Emperor commanded the Emprefs with 
- all her maids to come without delay. ‘The 

Emprefs hearing that, in great fear, came with 
} her maids; and the chind had them to ftand 
_ before the pecple on a row, that he might fee 
them. Then faid the child—Sir, behold the 
chamber-majd that ftandeth there in green, 
(whom ye. know, the :mprefs loveth above all 
others) command her.to be uncloathed before 
us all, and fee what fhe is: The Emperor 
faid—Dear fon, that would fhame us all, to 
have a woman fland naked before us. He 
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faid—If it be a woman it is my fhame; if ‘not 
Jet the flame abide in her. When the: was uns 
» «loathed, fhe appearsd to be aman, whereat 
' Meys Wondered, 
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The Complaint of ihe Emperor’s Son on the*Em- 
prefs. 


WT HEN faid the fon unto the father—Re- 
hold this ribauld hath many a night lain 
with your wife in.your chamber, and hath de- 
filed your, bed, and him the Emprefs joved 
above all others, which thing. you did not 
know. . 
When the Emperor ‘had feen thefe things, he 
with great indignation gaye oommand, that 
the Emprefs and-rfbauld fhonld be burnt: but 
the fon anfwered—My Lord and father, make 
no haite to,..give judgment, til] 1 have reprov- 
ed her for the grievous flanders fhe did falfely 
accufe meé-.of, and declared how unji uftly fhe 
hath comp! ained’ of ee and fought all means 


how to take my life. , ‘Then faid ‘th 1e Emperor, 
My. dear fon, pee all the judgment i: ito 
your hands, The fon anfwered—If the be 


found a liar, the law fhall give fentence againit 
her; but.my royal father, when you. fent. for 
me, at hér earneft requeit, then I with my 
Matters bel Held the ftars, by, which I percei 

ed, that if | fhould have fpoken unto you, or 
anny maf creature, within the pace of fever 
days, 1 fhould have died a’ moft fhameful 
de eath; and for that caufe only 1 did forbear to” 
fpeak until this prefent. 

And whereas the Einprefs moft unjuftly hath 
accufed “me, that I would have ravifhed her, 
therein the lieth fallly; for fhe moft adulte- 
roufly 
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_roufly provoked me to defile the bed of my 
}moft gracious Lord and father the Emperor. 
)}And when fhe in no wife could bring me 
thereto, fhe took pen, ink, and paper, and 
bade me write the caufe wherefore 1] would not 
yield, And when I had written the caufe 
| thereof, and how J would not my father’s or-~ 
chard defile, then fhe began to tear hercloaths 
and teratch her vifage, fo that it eufhed forth 
with blodd, and cried with a. loud voice— 
This’ your fon (having a mind full of luit) 
would have wronged your princely bed, and 
I refitting his lufts, mot inhumanely hath he 
jtorn my flefh. When the Emperor Heard this, 
he beheld her with a. full countenanee, and 
faid in this manner~—O wretched woman! was 
not thy ribauld fufficient to fatisfy thy letche- 
Fous appetite, but wanted to criminate iny lone 
aan 5 
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#nen teil the Emprefs at the Emperor’s feet, 
° im a, cases | rahe 
jand cried for mercy. ~The Emperor {aid ae 
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thou curled and unhappy woman! thou 
iforgivenefs, but are worthy of none, for, thou 

thait deferved to die in three re{fpects. “Firfy 

pia. that thou haft committed adultery—-Se- | 
gendly, in that thou moft lalcivioull yhait 
provoked my fon toa moft abominable fin, and 
aid’ the crime falfly upon him.—Lafthy,: ita 
that: thou haf every day incited mé byuthy 
Cunning tales to put my fon to death: theres, 
|fore the law mutt have its courfe arainik thee. 
and condemn thee to death. which thow hat 
| defers ved, 


3 


° 
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Then.anfwered his fon-—Moft noble father, 
you know how that for her leafirgs I was dai- 
ly led to hanging : But my Matters with the | 
help of God hath delivered me. © my moft 
honourable lord and father, it was told you by | 
the Eniprefs, that | fhould alfo (by the help of 
my Matters) depofe you: and that Idid labourg 
by all means tg deftroy you, and to fit in-your 
throne; Would you not then, have much 
grieved? Have you not the whole command 
aid government of this your kingdom? Where- | 
fore then fhould not | ufe all the fill! have. 
to help you, my moft honoured father, rather | 
than any way todeflroy you? And feeing from | 
you. F have my living, | will repute you my | 
fovereign lord and father, during my life, and 
Mot in any manner deprive you of your honour, | 
but concern mylelf about governing the fame, 
and al! your commands 1 shall fulfil: But it 
is as. thé father that caft his fon into the fea to | 
drown him, becaufe he fatd he fhould Jive tobe 
a greater lord’than his father was, and yet the | 
fon -by providence was. faved, ‘and became | 
greater than. his father, and yet was no hin- 
drance to him, but profited them. much. Al=) 
fo you fee, that my life and carriage. is. nevet 
like to binder you, but fhall be your comfort. 
Vhen. faid the Emperor—Bleffed -be the Al | 
mighty God, and the hour I begat, the, and 
defired fuch’a fon, that I find fo expert. im all 
things. ‘Tell. mean example, by which we) 
may perfectly underfiand the wifdom, and my 
heart the better to enjoy thee, eels 


Then) 
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| Then faid the fon—Honourable father, com- 
imand firit fileice to be. made, that I be not 
interrupted-till L have done: and when that is 
vended, give fentence according to law upon 
mmednd the Emprefs. Then commanded the 
Emperor filence, and the child began to tell ia 
“ample manner, thus. 
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| The Example, of Diocuustan the Emperor's 
Son. 


HERE was a knight which had but one 
| fon, that he loved right. dearin the c= 
ginning, as ye have loved me; whom he deli- 
vered to-a Mafter that-dwelt-itr a far-counti'ty 
to be brought up in learnings and knowleo ge. 
"This fon, as he waxed in years, increafed.in 
‘-wifdom and underfianding very ‘much; asd 
when he had been with his Matter feven years, 
“his father defired to fee him, and gave orderg 
that he fhould come again into lis country and 
_ vifit his friends, as you fent for me. The fon 
was obedient to his father, and came} ‘at 
jvnofe coming he was joyous, for that he had 
grown in comelinefs of body as much «as ha 
doGtrine and underftanding, and to every men 
appeared pleatant and gentle. 
It happened upon a day, as the father and 
mother were fitting at dinner, and the child 
was ferving them, a nightiagale came betore 


~ 
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the window where t} hey fat, and began to fing 
fe €harining that they vee dey and the 
La ight fad sO how fweetly thts bird fneeth! 


i i i i 
Re 


il 


i all 
4 


a in al 
ae 


Bappy were he that could wuncéiiand his fong 
1d few-the interpretation thefeot, “Phen faid 
a any § : q 7 a r : i3 & 

{ iy honoured tarher, the fone of this 
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Did }.can declare, but i fear your diipiedfure, 
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he rather faid--Say wichout fear, niy “fon, 
Eee SUCH baad, oY “Tie Dd: Gy at id ‘As fhall 


ve whether 1 be angry er not, but Pfhall 

1 fe re myeangéer! “When. the {cay 
heard“ that) he fid—T) ne. mehtingale faid if 
her fong-—'hL hard fhail become a ereat Lord, 
a 


7 & 


honoured’ of every mappeand of my fathery 
who fhail iting me water to wafh, ahd my 
mother fhail hold the towele” The father taid=— 
Thou fhale néwervhave fach fervice: of vs. nor, 


uch: 
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fuch dignity fhall follow thee, and in great 
madnefs he. eG his fon upon his fhoulders, 
and ran to the fea, and caft him in, and faid—— 
Lie'there, interpreter. The child could {wim, 
and fwimming to. fhore, where he ‘was four 
days; without meat or drink: the fifth day 
there came’a fhip, and_as the child faw that, 
he called. tothe men, and faid—For Goul’s fake 
deliver me from death, ‘They faw it was a fair 
young man, and had compaffien on him, and 
with the boat fetched him: on board; and car- 
ried him into afar country, and difpoted of 
him toa duke. He grew very proper al nd fais , 
and the duke re{pected him, and had him muck 
in favour, 

Upen a time, the king of that country : ad 
fembled the great Lords and N Joblemen wi ih Q 
the realm together, to fit in council: tus 
duke then prepared to go to the faid conmmiis 
and giving great regard. to the wildom ot the 
youth, took him .with him. ‘And when they 
were met before the king and his coun¢}!—- 
My trufty Lords and friends, faid the Kings 
do you know the caufe wherefore | have occa 
fioned you to meet? they anfwered—We are, 
fovereign Lord, at your command, hen faid 
thé king, it is a fecret that I-will fhew you: 
if any man can make known what it fighitieth 
t fwear unto him by my crown, to give him 
my daughter. in eee and he fhall be-my 


“partner in the realm fo long as I live, and-after 


my death, poffefs the kingdom: ; and the myt{- 
tery is this: 
F 4 Three 
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‘Three ravens foil low me ftill Mnerioover I 
go, crying out with fuch horrible voices, that 
tha pain is grievous for aie to hear them, and 
mech more to fee: Mg faces; se ited if 
there be any man which knoweth the caule of 
this their earneft’ teeki ing after mes and.can 
fhew what they meen by their crying, and 
Jhinder them fiom purtuing me, without doubt 
twill make arte ny promi iife? and When the 
king bad thus‘laid, there was noné found a- 
mong them chad un ateribicd the caufe, or that 
could drive away the ravens: then aed the 
child unto the duke—My Lord, think you the 
king will perform what he hath promiled ?— 
Will you, faid the duke, that I give the king 
knowledge of what you can do? Then the 
child faid—I do flake my Jife to make good — 
what | have faid. When the duke heard that, 
he went unto the kiug, and faid, My Lord 
and King, here ts a young mon that doth pro- 
mite to fatisty you mall He ut you detire toucli- 
ing thefe ravens, if you Hey Bee what you. 
have promited. The king {wore b xy the crown 
of his kingdom, that w! ch “a had promiied 
fhonld be performed: then lie brought the child 
before the king;:and when the king faw him, 
he fpake unto him attet this manuer:—O fair 
child, can you an{wer this my queltion ? The 
child anfwered—Yea, my Lord, and that in 
the beft manner. Your queftion is; Where- 
fore the ravens follow you, and horribly call 
upon you? To which 1 anfwer—It happened 
that there were two rzvens, a male and female, 
that 
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that brought out between them a third: raven; 
and in that place there was a great famine and 
Scarcity of all manner of food, that men, 
beafts, and fowls, died for want. Now the 
third raven was at that time ery. young, and 
not able to Hy abroad to get her ‘living: the 
female left it, feeking cra the might eo aGe: 
for herfelf, and came no more to the fea! ft; the 
male feeing that, with great penury and fatigue 
fed the young raven ti ll he was able to ty $ 
and when the dearth was gone, the’ female ra- 
yen returned home again to the young one, 
and wanted to accompany shi but the male 
fecing that endeavoured to drive her away, fay- 
ing—sShe in his- great neceflity left hts compa- 
ny, and therefore now he did not care to a ffo- 
ciate with het, She faid—~That fhe had in. his 
hatching great pain and forrow, and fuffered 
much pehury, and for that caufe the preferred. 
his company to the male. 

For this caufe, my fovergign Lord, they pur-. 
fue you, afking- which of them are to accom- 
pany the young raven; and this is the caule 
af this great clamour that they often make 
unto you. But, my] honoured. L. ae -when you 
have given fentence, you will never more ex- 
perience their crying. Then -adtwered the 
king—Becautfe the female hath forfaken the 
young raven in his neceflity, it is but juft that 
fhe fhould not have his fellowfhip. And the 
moreover fays, that in hatching and bringing 
forth, fhe had great pain and forrow, that fig- 

nifieth not, for her pain was turned into jo} 
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Mid Ge f SS soe 1 VERS EH ae is 4 
es }OOn as ine daw the Vvoune raven come mto 


Fog he eS RES ae Ae SS eee 7 1 
fe world: -hut in -reeard the tale is the caule 
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oF the generdtion of every teat of the earth, 


and every fow! of the airs and alo becaufe 
the young raven) in his necefity was fuftained 
and fed by the male, therefore | conclude both 
for judgment and fentence definitive, that ‘the 
young raven {hall abide with-the male and not 
the female, 


% ‘ 1 " i eee! 

When the ravens heard that fentence,. with 

* 3 . wv is . s 

fe and cry. they flew up into the air, 
fe oar t Raa ee 

“and were no tnore feen in all the region. 


‘ 


‘This done, the king demanded of the young 


4 5 3 c pies ot pages : 
May wraat His. name was? He ani exed—!I anys 


wt, 004 Ao S re ryt Fee SMS HOPES eS ae 
eaned Alexandet... then Faid the king if will 
that vou crant nie one reouell, which ry. that 

“Ay ee c 4 ASR yeh heirs sath 
Troma pence§rortn you take me-and none Others 
for 
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for your father; for you fhall have my daugh- 
tér to wife, and the entire government and 
pofiefion of my. realm. Young Alexander 
abode , t] nete with the king, and every man did 
exceedingly love him, for he began to ne 
LS its and tourneys, wherein he won the prize 

efore any other in Egypt, fo that his peer’ 
was not to be found; neither was there fo hard 
a reftion put to him but he made it known 
with the true fenfe and meaning thereot. 

At that time there was an ‘Emperor named 
Titus, who excelied in co irte ofy and curiofity 

all other emperors, kings, anc + prince Sy en thee 

world: infomuch that fuch fame ilew over the 
sanaverte of it, that whofoever would profit in 
cunning, manners, Ot behaviour, muit go to. 
the Emperor’s court. When Alexander heard 
thereof, he faid to the king—My mot ho- 
nourab f Lord and father, you know that the 
world is full of fame of the Emperor, that it 
is very delectable to abide in his court 3 where- 
fore, if it pleafe you, my renowned Ean and 
father, I would very gladly go to his court, 
that -l may obtain more wifdom, and, grow 
more “prompt in manners and behaviour than 
now Lam. Wa ots anfwered the 


Tq 
it pleafeth me right well; but take with you 
1 


kipo— 
be, 


OMT of g 20 
that you my honour there may fave, and. have 
alfo that which to you is mot requifite and 
eceflary. And it feemeth unto me meihex 
pedient that before your departure you 
matry iny daughter. 


Id and filver, and other necefaries 
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Then anfwered Alexander—Will it pleafe 


‘you, my Lord, to fpare me at this time, and 


at my return | fhall wed ber with all honour 
unto her appertaining. . The king anfwered— 
Since it is your will to go unto the Emperor’s 
court, | give my confent. Then Alexander 
took his leave of the king, and carried with 
him abundance of treafure, and went to the 
Emperor’s court, where, when he was come, 
with many attendants, he went before the Em- 
peror, and feli upon his knees, and did him re- 
verence, 

The Emperor rofe from his feat imperial, 
and kified hin, and afked whence, and'what 
he was, and wherefore he was come? He an- 
{wered—I am fon and heir to the King of 
Egypt, and am come to ferve your moft high 
majefly, if it pleafe you to accept of me.— 
‘Uhe Emperor faid, he was heartily welcome, 
and committed him to his fteward, and made 
him his carver. The fteward ordained him a 
fair chamber, amd provided-all things that were 
neceflary to the fame; and Alexander behaved 
himfelf fo well, that in fhort time he was in 
favour of all the people, pe 

Not long after, came the king’s fon of 
France to ferve the Emperor, and to learn, 
good gualities and comety behaviour: him the 
Fmperor-received honourably, demanding his 
nate ;.and of what kindred he was come? He 
anfwered—I am fon to the King of France, 
and [ have to name Lodowick your feryant, 
‘Vhen faid the Empcror-—I have made Alexan- 
der 
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| der my carver, and you fhalf be my cup-bear- 

: er, that al wale ye may ferve at iny ‘table; and 
comtnanded the fteward to afign him a lodg- 

ing, whom he placed with Wiewanter. Thei fe 
two were fo like in ftature, vifage, and condi- 
tion, that hardly the one might be known from 
the other; but that Alexander was more cun- 
ning than Lodowick, for he was feminine and 
fhame-faced: and there e young men loved well. 

The Emperor had only one daughter, named 

Florentine, right fair and gracious, that fhould 
be his heir, whom he much loved: fhe hada 
court and fervants affigned, To her the km- 
perer every day accuftomed to fend from his 
table of his dainties, in token of -his affection, 
by #fexander, infomuch that the daughter be- 
gan to have him greatly in her fivour, be= 

caufe of his wife-and comely behaviour. 

Upon, a day, Alexander had fuch hgfinefs 
that he ferved ‘not at the table, nor any other 
in his room ; Lodowick perceiving that, ferved | 
for hiny; and as foon as ‘he had ferved in his taft | 
fervice upon his knee, the Emperor command= 
ed ‘him to bear a difh to his daughter, as he 
was wont, thinking he was Alexander. Then 
Lodowick went to the Emperor’s daughter, | 
faluting Her with great reverence, and fet the j| 
meat before her; tillthen he had not feen her. jj 
She perceiving it was not Alexander, faid to 
him, What is your name? and whofe for are 
you? He anfwered her—Madam, I am the 
king’s fon. of France, and my name is Lodo- 
wick. She faid—I thank you for. your pains, 
anal 


and then he departed. In the mean time came 
ATL pe 5 fers 2 ae pee 

Alexander to. the table, and rig pe *rformed 
their fervice. 


Dinner being done, 
A 


ig Lodowick went to bed 
fore ick, Alexander perceiving that, went to 
his chen es and {aid unto him—O my var 
beloved friend and ee how is it-with yout 
And what is the cause of your infirmity: He 


Ss u ¥ b| 
aniwered—= The caute [know not; bur | am 


fore fick, and\fear | cannot elcape death. Alex- 
ander faid——J he caufe of your infirmity i 
know beit; for to-day, as you gave the meat 
to the Eimperor’s daughter, ye beheld her beau- 
ty fo fervently, that. your heart was-ravihed 


i, an oo oe 


i 


Sa 
: 
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with her-Jove. Whereupon he anfwered—O 
Alexander, all the phyfictans in the world 
_could not more tr aly] udge mv ticknefs, butt 

fear 
sat 


. Then faid Alexan- 
der—LRe of good comfort, I will help you to 
my power; and ag ei went to a merchant 
and bought with his own Sonny. a fair cloth, 
fet with precious ftones, unknown to Lodo- 
yick, and prefented. it in his behalf to the 
aa As foon as fhe beheld it, fhe afked, 
where he had that coitly ¢ cloth? He. faid— 


Madam,:of the fon of the moft Chriftian 
King Se France, who fendeth it you for your 
love: for he having but once beheld your 


precy face, is grown fick even to death. 
Wherefore if you fuiter him to perth, you 
_ will never recover honour, 
Then faid fhe—Good Alexander, would you 
countel me to lofe 1 my virginity : >. God d 
that! and be aflured, that for fuch ae 
yeu fhall never win thanks of mie: therefore 
go out of my fight, and {peak no more thereof, 
When Ale Sander heard that, he did obetfance, 
and departed. 
"y oF next day Alexander went. again to the 
city, and brought'a chaplet that was twice the 
value’ of the cloth, and went td. the princefs's 
chamber, and gave it her on the behalf of Lo- 
dowick. And when fhe. faw that cc sftly gift, 


fhe a unto him—lI marvel that.fe often you | 
have feen and fpoken with me, and have not | 


done your own errand: in foeaking for yourfelf 
but for another. Then anfwered he—O, Ma- 


“eek 


dam, I have not done fo, becaufe my birth ts 


not to be compared to sore. alfo my heart} 


was never fo wounded? and he that hath 


Wit 

} 
Hl 
| 
} 

iP 


TERE 


THE S VEN WISE MASTERS. 


136 
good fellow is bound for to do him true fellow- 
fhip. And therefors now, excellent princels, 
of your moit abundant pity have compaffion, 
onhim, and make him whole, that you have fo 
fore wounded, that it be not for ever laid to 
your cruelty and hardnefs of heart. She an- 
iwered him—Go your way, for at this time 1 
will give you no anfwer. And as he heard 
that, he departed. 

And the third day he went to the city, and 
bought 2 girdle that was of more value, and 
ticher than the chaplet was, and she cege it 
to her, in the behalf of Lodowick; and when 
fhe beheld that gift fo precious, the faid’ unto 
Alexander, fay to Lodpwacks that he come to 
my chamber about the third hour in the night, 
and he fhall find the door open; and Alexander 
hearing that, was glad, and went to his fellow, 
and faid-—Miy | sett beloved: friend, be of good 
comfort, fur I have conquered the princets to 
be and this night. J {hal bring thee to her 
chamber. When that was faid, he ftarted up 
as though he had awaked out of his fleep, and 
was well revived, and for a joy became 
quite recovercd’ The next night Alexander 
took Lodowick, and brought ieee to the cham- 
ber of the lady, with w hom he was in folace 
all night. And from that time forth all her 
mind was- upon. him, {fo that there was but 
one love between them both. 

And after that, Lodowick ufed many times 
to vifit her; fo that in procefs of time it came 
to the ears of the knights and: gentlemen of the 
courts 
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gourt, how the Emperor's daughter was known 
by L odowick: and they confpired among 
themielves how they might find and entrap 
him, fo as to fecure him, Alexander having 
nformation thereof, he warned him to with- 
ftand them; and when the Knights underitood 
that, they feared Alexander, and fuifered his 
fellow to 20 Hy peaces cw lexander many times 
put himfelf in jeopardy for him, he not know- 
ng thereof, but the princefs kdew it well. 

ee fhort time after, came letters to Alexan- 
ets of the death of the King of Egypt, that 
he fhould haftily come and receive his kingdom 
with honour and joy; and that fhewed Pe unto 
the primcefs and to Lodowick, and alfo of his 
departing; wherefore they were forrowful. THe 

faid alfo to the Emperor—-My honourable 
lord, pleafeth it you to underftand, ] have re- 
ceived letters of the death ef my father, where 
fore it behoveth me to go and teceive the king- 
dom, and that you will be pleated to give me 
leaye to depart; and for all the benefits to me 
done, l offer myfelf and all my goods; and ra= 
ther that [ fhouldsby my going any way dif- 
pleafe you, my lord, I will forfake my realm, 
and abide with you Hill. 

Then faid the Emperor—Know you for cer- 
fain, that for your departure | am right heavy; 
for you were the beitfervant in my court: but 
it becometh not an emperor to hinder ne fer- 
vants from their advancements, but rather to 
promote them to higher honour; t Rech go 
you ynto our treafurer, and he fhall deliver 
you 
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you as much gold as you will have, and in the 
name of God and my blefling, go into Ada 
country. And thus Alexan der had. leave of 
the Emperor, and bade him farewel; and they 
were alfo forrowful for his departure, for he 
was beloved of all. 
Lodowick, with the princefs, brought him 
on his way feven miles at leaft; ater that, 
Alexander would not fuffer them to go any far- 
ther, Then fell they both to the ground with 
great heavinefs: and Alexander took and lifted 
hit up, and comforted him with fair words, 
and faid—O Lodowick, my beft beloved fel- 
Jow? I warn you thac the { fecrets betwixt you 
and my lady, you hide as privily as you may, 
and take good heed to all things; for I wot 
another fhould come and be in my ftead, that 
fhall envy you of the favour and grace that 
you ftand in with the Emperor, and. day and 
night fhall lie in wait to take you in a ‘fault, 
and to put you to rebuke, “Then. anfwered 
Lodowick,. and faid—O Alexander, | fhall be- 
ware asmuch as ts poflible: but how fhall Edo 
for’ want of your Connon. Therefore one 
thing I fhall defire of you, that you take this 
ring ab me fora remembrance. ‘Then faid he, 
T hail for tue love of you, gladly receive your 
ring; and yet | ae: | ugver, without the ting, 
forget you: and fo he committed them both 
to God. Then shee embraced each other 
about theneck, kiffed, and departed, 


I 
‘that the princefs- was by Lodowick known, 


4 & 


Not long after, the king’s fon of Spain, na- 
med Guido, was received of the Emperor, in 
} => TOC ¢ Ve AP | eee a5 py at Lae “d 
the room of: Alexander; to whom the ftewar¢ 
p } 


j 


gned Alexander’s ch: ese the which was 
very fore againit the will of Lodowick, but he 
uld not Re DATs 

Cruido ae that Ledowick was unwilling 
to lead him to his fellowfhip, he grew envious 
againit him; fo Lodowick for a long time, for 


e 
fear of the ‘fame Guido, kept him from: the: 
company af the lady 5 Wevent Wedate: afterwards 


mp 
ay 
being overcome with her love, fometimes he 


again unto her as before, Guido er 
ceiving the fame, waited‘{o long therein, that 
ie knew the truth, and was therefore certain, 


and he had company with her. 


Si } EE be 
Upon atime it happen ned that the Emperor 
{t AA ty tt a | a rac ee Pp 4 ape y a re 
coodin the hall, and praited Alexander for his 
epentienels and w fdlom, Guido hearing that; 


eer) i 
faid~-My lord, he, is not - wages to be. 
commended as you imagine, for he 

time been a traitor in your soltd es pay the 
Emperor faids~Tell me how? Ge ido faid=—, 
You have but one only daughter, whicly fhall’ 
be your heir, and her Lodowick hath defi 
through the atfiitar ance of Alexander; and he 


coeth ‘to her ever Neht as it pleafeth ven ASI 
foon as the | Eber oe ird thereof, he ya fore! 
al } ? 


a Tt 
moved, and Lodowick happened to pafs thro 
the hall; and as the Emperor faw bei 3 he iaid ii 


Se nea rad ng Pa Ciigt i ARAN SMG ik MBC Ve 
— What hear I of thee, thou “untrue body? 
trae Mee q ait spate Hey 7 yt 
If it be proved, thou dhalt die the ‘molt ff 
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fullefi death that can be devifed. Lodowick 
faid— My lord, what is thecaufe? (Guido an- 
fwered—I depoied here before my lord, that 
theu hait defiled his only daughter, and every 
night dof ati ation with her and witir bat- 
tle b fhall make it good upon thy body with m 
body. hen (aid Lodowick—<} ath inns cent, 
and falfly thou doft be elye tne, and thereupon | 
hold the batile, and trait to God thy falfe- 
hood fhall come upon thine own head. 

Then the Emperor affigned them the day of 
combat: that done, Ledowick went unto the 
Jady, ‘and fhewed her the caufe, and informed 
her of the day of battle, by the Emperor at- 
figned, and in what manner Guido had ac- 
cufed him; and faid unto her—Now it behov- 
eth me to have your counfel, or elfe I muit 
die; for you know. it would not avail me to 
have gain-faid the battle, without yielding 
myfelf euilty: Guido is hardy, that there is 
none like him but Alexander, and | am fee- 
ble: and thereforeif I fight againft him, Iam 
but adead man; and fo you will have rebuke. 
‘Then faid fhe, Follow my counfelj in that 
you miftruit yourfelf; go hafiil y unto my fa- 
ther, and fay, ve have received letters, where- 
by you are affured that the king your father ts 
fore fick, and lieth upen his death bed, and he 
cefireth to {peak with you in perfon, and to 

diipofe of his k ingdom be efore he departeth this 
life: fo defire him to give you leave, for the 
Jove of your father, to go and vifit him, and 
requeil him to defer the day oi battle, that in 
the 


-not till he came unto King Alexander’s caftle. 
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the mean feafon you may go and come. When 
you have obtained permufion, as foon as pofii- 
ble fecretly go to King Alexander, and -take 
him apart, and fhew him the caufe of your 
coming, and defire him in this extremity that 
he will affit.to fave us. 

When Lodowick heard this counfel, it well 
pleafed him, and he did according; and having 
obtained leave, with a refpite of the day of|] 
battle, he.departed towards Egypt, and tarried 


When the king under{tood his coming, he was 
glad, and went to meet him, receiving him ho- 
nozrably, and wondered much at his fudden 
pppenial ae. 

Vhendaid Lodowick--O my. dear lord, and 
beft-beloved friend; my life.and death is in 
your hands; for as you faid before, that I 
fhould have another fellow who would lie in 
wait to difcover me and feek my deftruction, 
without I looked: more, wifely to myfell. Sa 
Jong as [ could I did abftain from her; but af- 
ter wards, the king’s fon of Spain’ watched me 
till he perceived the truth: in the end, he ac- 
cufed me to the Emperor; and eght days from 
this lmuit be ready to. fight mR pin _bedyi] 
againit ‘body: ,and ye know: he is a ry h rardy 
man, and.1 am weak. and: feeble: therefore 
hath. Florentine counselled me, that i dhoule 
not hide this matter from you; for, ine knsw 
eth you to he a faithful friend that would no 
defect US in this N¢ celity re 
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Then faid Alexander--~Is° there any that 
knoweth of your coming unto me befides Flo- 
rentine?. He anfwered him—No creature liy- 
ing; for I took leave cf the Emperor, to go 
@)) vifit my father being grievoufly fick, Then 
mi) Alexander afked hia Ww hat counfel hath Flo 

rentine giyen ycu? and how mightI help you? 

He faid--O my faithful friend, thus fhe hath 

counfelled me:— Confidering that we be like 

each other, you fliould come and perform the 
battle, and no-one would know you but fhe, 
| and the battle done, | would come again to the 
court, and you return unto your own coun- 
try. Thenhe afked him, when the battle was 
to be? and he faid— Eight days hence. 
Then faid Alexander—!f 1 but one day tar- 
ry before I depart, I cannot come by the day 
fixed; tell me how I muit do? — I have invited 
all my fubjec Sts to come to-morrow to my wed- 
dings and if ] 80. then will the day be loft;— 
fT eo not to the battle, then Florentine and 
you. are undone: What think you is.beit?— 

Ww hen! Lodowick heard that, be*fell to the 
earth, and began to forrow Hicheole ceafing, 
Ee ineeSort ow comes fuddenly to from all 

aes" «Then {aid ‘Alexander-—Bev of good 
cheer, for I will not forfake you, though I 
f might lofe my life and kingdom: but hear 
by what Lhave thought upon; feeing we are mach 
Nalike, fo that the one cannot be Known from 
ithe other, and as for me I am not rightly 
known here, but my barons and other my, “fub- 
jects will take you for me; thérefore you may 
here 
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Tere abide, and marry my wife in my ftead, 
ind hold the feafts and nuptials, and manage 
every thing as if myfelf were prefent; but 
when you come to bed with my wife, look 
you there be true and faithful, and [ fhall with- 
out tarrying take my horfe, and ride where the 
battle fhall be; and if God give me victory, I 
will come again fecretly, and you fhall go 
again .unto your beft-beloved. This done, 
Alexander bade Lodowick farewel, and took 
his journey towards the Emperor’s court, {to 
fight the battle with Guido; and Lodowick 
tarried in Egypt inftead of King Alxander. 

Next morning cume Lodowick, as though 
he had been King Alexander, aud folemnly, in- 
the face of the church, he efpoufed Kine A- 
lexander’s wife, and folemnized the marriage- 
feaft with great royalty of delicacies and dain- 
ties, plenty of all wine, and divers infiru- 
ments of mufick, with great joy and cheer, 
for the noblemen, and all others that were af- 
fembled. And when the night was come, he 
went to bed with the queen, and laid between 
him and her a naked fword:; whereat fhe won- 
dered, but faid nothing: and fo he lay with 
her every night while King Alexander was 
gone, 

Now Alexander, at the day prefixed, came 
unto the Emperor, and faid—O moft fove- 
reign Lord, 1 have left my father very fick, 
arid in hazard of death;, neverthelefs I am 
conte to perform my promife, with a full refo- 
lution to defend my honour. ‘1 he Emperor 
faid— 
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faid--Ye do honourably, and according to the 
valour of a nobleman; and fortune fhall. fa- 
vour you, | hope, in your righteous quar-” 
Yelecc. : 

And when the Emperor’s daughter under~ 
ftood that Alexander was come, fhe fent for 
him: and when he came to her, fhe courte- 
oufly embraced him, and with great joy kiffed 
him, and blefled the time that fhe faw him 
again, and demanded wliere he had left her 
love Lodowick? ‘Then he declared unto her 
the whole circumflances, and how he had left 
him king in his realm. So he took his leave of 
her, and went to Lodowick’s chamber, no 
creature thinking but that he was Lodowick, 
except Florentine only. ‘The next day, be- 
fore Alexander went to the battle, he faia unto 
the Emperor, in the prefence of Guido— My 
moft renowned fovereign Lord, Guido bath 
faltely accufed me unto your noble. grace, it 
faying that I ‘fhould be fo familiar, with, the 
princefs your moft virtuous and only danghter, 
to the great difhonour-of your noble perfon, 
and hers: Ifwear by the Holy Evangelift, that 
fhe was never in any wife kuown by me, as he 
hath alledged unto you, which 1 fhail make 
good upoR his body with the aid and afftlavice 
of Ged. 

Then anfwered Guido——Yet once I fi 
again, and {wear by the Holy Evangelifts, and 
by all that God hath made, that thou haft had 
knowledge of, and defiled the Eimperor’s daugh- 


ter, andthat 1 will make good upon thy head. 
W here= 
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_ Whereupon they Jeaped upon their courfers, 
and ran fo fiercely at each other,, with their 
fpears, that they both. broke and fhivered in 
pieces: then they drew their {words, and 
fought fo long, until at Jaft Alexander with 


" great might, at one ftroke, {mote off Guido’s 


head, and fent it unto the Emperor’s daughter $ 
whereof fhe was glad, and bare it unto her fa- 
ther, and faid unto him—Behold the head of 
him that had fo falfely defamed you and me. 

When the Emperor perceived the victory, he 
vent for Alexander, whom he thought to. be 
Lodowick, and faid—O Lodowick, this day 
your honour and my daughter’s, you have 
faved, you fhall be to-morrow in my favour, | 
and whofoever fhall again defame you, fhall 
for ever ftand in my indignation. 

Then anfwered Alexander—God always af- 
fifteth them that truft in him, and revengetla 
wrong done to the innocent: but, molt re- 
nowned Lord, one thing I entreat, that it will 
pleafe you to give me leave to go and feehow 
it ftandeth with my father, whom I left fore 
fick, and if he be any thing amended, I fhall 
incontinently return. Then the Emperor faid, 
That pleafeth me; but you may in no wife 
leave'me, for | cannot be without your pre- 
fences © 

Alexander having taken leave of the Empeé- 
ror, with all poffible {peed he rode back unto 
hisrealm. Lodowick having heard of his re-. 
turn, with much joy met him, and received 
him friendly, faying—Nof true friend of all 

3 G friends, 
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friends, tell me how fortune has favoured you 
in this your journey and bufinefs, and to what 
end have you brought it? Then he faid—Go 
to the Emperor and ferve him as before, for I 
have gotten you more favour at his hands than 
you had before, and have alfo cut off the head 
of your greateit enemy. | 

Then faid Lodowick—You have not only 
at this time faved my life, but preferved me 


heretofore, which kindnefs I fhall never forget, > . 


neither, as yet, can I requite; but God re- 
ward you: and fo he departed to the Empe- 
ror’s court, and there was no man that had any 
knowledge of the abfence of King’ Alexander, 
except Lodowick. : 
_. When night was come, he went to bed to 
the queen; and when he was laid, he began 
{weetly tc embrace her, and with friendly 
words he kifled her. Then faid fhe,—You 
have made this time tedious, in that you have 
fhewed nothing of friendfhip or love. How 
may this be? Then iaid he—Wherefore fay 
you that? She faid—Every night you ‘have 
laid betwixt us a naked fword, and have never 
turned towards me till now. And when he 
heard that, he thought on the truth of his 
fellow, and faid—-O my dear lady! it was not 
done for anyull-will, but for trial of love: but 
fhe faid to herfelf—That love you fhall have: 
no more, but defpite, and IJ will be reyenged 
npon thee. 


. Then 
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Then there was a knight that fhe had a lit- 
tle loved, and fhe began to love him more and 
more, till at the latt they fought how they 
might deftroy the king, and theréfore they got 
poifon and poifoned him, fo that if he had not 
been of ftrong habit of body, he had died 
thereof; for it affected him fo fore, that it 
caufed him to be a moft foul and horrid leper, 
as ever was feen upon theearth. The Lords 
and Noblemen of the faid realm, and the Queen 
alfo, feeing this, defpifed him, and faid—It 
behoveth not aleper to reign over us, for he 
camnot beget any beautiful heirs: and fo he 
was depofed of his dignity royal, and driven 
out of his realm. ; 

In the mean time died the Emperor of Rone, 
and Lodowick married his daughter; and after 
that Lodowick’s father died; fo that Lodowick 
reigned both Emperor of Rome and King of 
France. | 

When King Alexander heard of that, he 
bethought himfelf--Now my fellow reigneth, 
and ruleth both the empiré of Rome and the 
realm of France, to whom can I. go better. than 
unto him, for whom I have often ventured al- 
ready ? and taking with him his ftaff and clap- 
per, he went towards the Emperor’s domini- 
ons. 

When he came near the gate, he fat down 
among‘ other poor lazers, expecting the giv- 
ing of alms; and upon a fudden, as the Em- 
peror went out of the palace, all the lazers 
began to ring their clappers, and King Alexan- 
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der did‘as the other; but there was no alms 
given him: fo he tarried until the Emperor 
was fet and ferved at the table. 

Then went King Alexander unto the gate, 
and knocked; and the porter afked who was 
there? Alexander anfwered him—I am a poor 
defpifed man, I pray you for the love of God 
turn your fight from my vifage; but for the 
reward of God do my mefiage unto the Empe- 
ror. He afked, what wasthe matter? Alex- 
ander faid—Go and tell him here is a lazer 
right horrible ugly to fee, which prayeth him, 
for the love of God and King Alexander, that 
he will grant him this day to eat his alms before 
him upon the earth: in his hall. ‘The porter 
an{wered—I wonder you dare defire that of my 
Jord, for allthe hall is full of lords and noble- 
men, and if they fhould behold you, they 
would abhor their meat; but foraf{much as pou 
have required it of me folemnly for the love of 
God, I fhall ‘do your errand, let what may 
happen: and fo he went and did his meflage to 
the Emperor. When the Emperor heard the 
porter name Alexander King of Egypt, he 
faid to him—Go thy ways and bring him be- 
fore me, how horrible and ugly foever he may 
be, and place him before me,. that he may eat 
in my prefence. | 

The porter brought him immediately, and 
ordained him a place, and fet him to meat be- 
fore the Emperor; and when he had well re- 
frefhed himfelf, he faid unto one of the Em- 
peror’s fervants~—My dear friend, do me this 
errand 
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errand unto the Emperor; fay unto him—that 
T pray him forthe love ot God and King Alex- 
ander, that he: will fend me his cup full of 
wine. The fervant faid—For the love of God 
I will do it, but I believe it will not be; for if 

t : } ua 1 “1 ’ 
you fhould but touch my lord’s cup he will by 
no means‘drink of the faine again, Neverthem 
lefs he did the errand. 

And when the #mperor heard him name 
King Alexander; he commanded his cup to be 
S . . . . 
filled with the beft wine, and carried to him, 
which wine when hehad received, he put into 
his bottle, and took the ring that Lodowick 

: ? foo} 


had given him, and put it into the eup, and 
fent it again unto the Emperor. 


When 
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When the Emperor faw-the ring, he inftant- 
ly knew that it was the dame he had given unto 
King Alexander in friendfhip, when he de- 
parted from him, and thought in his heart he 
was dead, or elfe that this man very ftrangely 
came -by the ring, and commanded prefently, 
that the lazer fhould not depart till he had fpo- 
kea with him; for in no wife could he have 
any knowledge of him, nor yet repute him for 
é\lexander. 

When dinner was done, the Emperor called 
the fick man apart, and afked hirh how he came 
by tratring? King Alexander demanded if he 
knew.the ring? .“1 he Emperor faid-—] remem- 
ber it well, “The King faid—Wot you like- 
wile to whom you gaveit? Ihe Emperor faid 
——Yea, right well. Then faid Alexander-— 
How is it that you know not me? for Iam the 
perfon unto whom you gave it. When the 
Emperor heard that, he fell to the earth with 
grief, and tore his garment, with many figh- 
ings and bewailings, and faid—O: Alexander ! 
you are the entire half of my foul, How is 
your clean and: delicate body becomé fo infect- 
ed, that was very fair and pleafant? He an- 
fwered—This has happened unto me for the 
great fidelity you have fhewed unto me in the 
bed with my wife, when you laid a naked 
{word betwixt you and her; whereby fhe be- 
came angry and hated me, and fhe anda knight 
that in former time fhe had loved, haye poi- 
foned ime jn this manner, and driven me from 

‘my tedium 
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‘When the Emperor heard that, he took him 
about the neck and kiffed him, and faid—O my 
moft dear and entirely beloved brother! I grieve 
to fee you in this’ great perplexity. I would 
to God I might die for you! But, my moit 
dear friend, fufter patiently a little time, till 
we have fant for all the Wife Matters in phy- 
fic, to have their advice, if there be any re~ 
medy to be had,. or hope of recovery. of your 
health; and if it be poffible to help you, we 
fhall neither fpare lordfhip, empire, or any 
goods temporal, to:make you whole and per- 
fect, 

In the mean time, he was Carried into a fair 
chamber, ie itin) furnifhed with eyery thing re- 
quifite for his eafe and health. T hen in hafte 
he fent m bose ers to every part of the empire, 
for the moft expert phyficians that might be 
found, and within a month after were affem- 
bled in’ prefence of the Emperor, thirty that 
were exceeding fkilful in that. fcience; -to 
which the Emperor faid——-My. well- beloved 
Mafters, I have a friend that: is grievoufly af- 
fliGted with.a foul leprofy, and I. wifh much 
that he was healed, and made as_ perfect as he 
was before, fparing neither gold, filver, orany 
expence whatever, that he mie eflablifh his 
health again. Then anfwered the Maiters— 
This is pof&ble to be done by phyfic, which 
you fhall underftand after we have feen the per- 
fon: and when they faw him they knew the 
caufe of his infirmity, and faid it was incura- 
ble for all phyficians living, 
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The Emperor hearing that, was right forry, 
and cOmmitted him tothe Almighty God, call- 
ing unto-him moft of the religious men that 
dwelt near the court; and a number of poor 
people, befides: many devout perfons, defiring 
them earneftly to make prayers unto the Al- 
mighty, that he would be pleafed of his infl- 
nite goodnefs, to make perfect his deareft friend 
King Alexander: and he himfelf, with many 
others, fafted and prayed to the Almighty, 
for the fpeedy recovery of his friend. 

Upon atime, as King Alexander was at his 
ptayers, there came unto him a voice from 
heaven, faying—Tell Lodowick the Emperor, 
that if he, with his own hands, will flay thofe 
two children which his Emprefs had at a birth, 
and with the blood of them wafh and bathe thy 
body, thy flefh fhall become as fair and as 
clear as the bodies of thefe little children; if 
not, thou muft never look to be cured whilit 
breath is in thy body, and fo farewel. 

Now when King Alexander had heard this 
flrange voice, he began to think within himfelf 
what it was, and whence it came. Then he 
replied unto himfelf-—-This vifion is not to be 
fhewed; for it is contrary to human nature, 
that any man fhould flay his children for the 
recovery of a ftranger. 

The Emperor continued day and night in 
prayer with fervent devotion, earneftly beg- 
ging to God for King Alexander, never ceat- 
ing, until a voice came to him, and faid— 
How long will you thus call and cry. unto me? 

when 
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when it was openly fhewed unto King Alex- 
ander by. what means he might recover his 
health, and his body become clear without {pot 
or blemifh. 

The Emperor hearing that voice, he went 
to King Alexander, and faid unto him—Of all 
friends the beft and moft true, bleffed be the 
moft high and everlaiting God, who never 
faileth them that put their truft in him, of 
whom | have knowledge that it is fhewed un- 
to you how you may be recovered of your le- . 
profy : wherefore I entreat you that ex will 
plainly lay open unto me how it may be done, 
for the reltoring of your former health, ‘that 
we may have joy together; and if 1) need 
any thing that may do you good, T will fulfil ie 
all in a power; yea, and for your health 

give al that | have. 

Alexander faid—Sir, I dare not hess you 
how I may be cured of my leprofy, for it ex- 
ceedeth, and it is a thing againft nature, there- 
fore I will not as yet fhew it you, howbert | 
have a great truft and confidence in. you. 

The Emperor faid——Alexander put your 
truft in me yet; whatfoever is poffible to be 
done for recovering yen health, L will do its 
and therefore concea! noth 1ing from me, I pray 

ou. 

Then faid Alexander—Thave of God know- 
ledge, that if you will flay your two fons with 
thine own hands, and wath me in their blood, 
I fhall be whole, therefore [ have not Mewsa 
it unto you; for methinks itis againkt mature, 
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that the father fhould flay his own children for 
the health cf a itranger. “Che Emperor faid— 
Say not that you are a ftranger, for I love you 
as mytfelf, and therefore if 1 had ten children, 
I fhould not {pare one fer your health. 

Afterwards the Emperor efpied his time 
when the Emprefs was out of the way, and 
went into the chamber where the children flept 
and-drew his knife, and cut both their throats; 
and gathered the blood into a veflel, and then 
bathed Alexander therewith: and when he was 
wafhed, his body was as fair and clean as if it 
had’ seen a young child. Then the Emperor 
had’ a perfect. knowledge of his vifage, and: 
kiffed him, faying—O good Alexander! now I 
fee you in the fame form I have oftentimes de- 
Highted in.” 

Blefied be God, that ever I had thefe chil- 
dren, by whom your health. is -reftored, and 
thy body made pure and clean. As yet none 
had knowledge of the death of thefe children, 
fave the Emperor and Alexander,“ 

When the Emperor:faw that King Alexan- 
der was perfectly healed, he faid unto him—f[ 
will ordain you an honourable Company, and 
you fhall go hence about five miles; and the 
next day fend me a mefienger, and let me 
know the day of your return. 1 fhall then 
with great folemnity come and meet you, and 
you thall remain with me until | may conve- 
miently provide for the recovery of your realm, 


This 
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This counfel pleafed' King Alexander well; 
and’ was performed; for on the next day fol- 
lowing there came a meflenger tothe Emperor, 
certifying him of the return of King Alexan- 
deer. 

When ‘the Emprefs heard thefe tidings, fhe 
rejoiced, and faid to the Emperor—O my belt 
beloved lord, have you not jufi caufe to re- 
joice, feeing Alexander King of Egypt is now 
coming to vifit you, whom of long time you 
have not feen. If you pleafe to go and meet 
him: with your lords and gentlemen, ‘I fhall 
follow with my ladies and gentlewomen: and 
as yet flie knew not of the death of her two 
children. 

Then rode the Emperor and Emprefs with a 
great company: of lords and ladies to meet-with 
the good king; and when they met, with great 
reverence they received him, and with great 
joy brought him unto the palace; and at the 
time of dinner, he was placed between tlie 
Emperor and Emprefs, and all the mirth and 
chear that fhe could make, ‘fhe gladly thewed 
him. 

When the Emperor faw that, he was glad, 
and exceedingly well pleafed, and faid—O my 
dear Florentine, it pleafes me greatly indeed, 
that you make unto King Alexander fo good 
chear. Then: anfwered the. Enyprefs—Why 
might I not? Is not his company unto us 
better than gold and filver? But unto you, 
my renowned lord, much more; for by his: 
means you attained unto fuch great dignity, 

G 6 anid 
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and by him many times you have been faved 
The Empetor anfwered—Then I 
pray you, dearly beloved Florentine, heed my 
words: faw you not that deformed lazer which , 
yefterday fat at our table, and prayed me for 
the love of, God and King Alexander, that I 
would give him drink? Ske faid—My ho- 

nourable Lord, I faw him well; a more horri- 

ble man I never beheld, Then faid the Empe- 
xor—I demand of you; put the cafe he were 

King Alexander, and. that he could not be 

made whole but with the blood of your two 
children, which you had at a birth, would 
you that they fhould be flain that he might 

bathe himfelf in their blood, and by that means. , 
-have perfect health and comely appearance, as. | 
"you now fee him have? She anfwered—My 
xenowned lord and hufband, wherefore afk’. 
you that queflion? I tell you of atruth, that 
had J ten fons I gladly would flay them with 
my own hands to prepare for him a bathe, and 
wath him therein myfelf, rather than let him 
‘remain in fuch a wretched and miferable cafe, 

fo difagreeable to the fight, and in fuch danger 


| of his health withal: God might fend us more 


children, but fuch a friend were a thing ime. 
poflible ever hereafter to find in all the king- 
dom. 

When the Emperor heard this, he was well 


| i pleated, and faid—O my loving Emprefs, had 


i you rather have your children dead, than the 
| King of Egypt fhould languifh in his affiic- 
tions? Then I will thew you the real truth 


ot 
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of the matter. That foul lazer which you 
faw was Alexander, that fitteth here by us, 
and is made whole. with the blood of our two 
fons, and they are dead. 

The Emprefs hearing that, began to be ex- 
ceedingly forrowful, and cry bitterly, as was 
very natural, notwithftanding fhe had faid be- 
fore, fhe’had rather fee her children dead, than 
Alexander fhould remain in fuch.a miferable 
condition. | 

The nourifhers of the children underftand- 
ing that, prefently, with great crying, ran to 
the nurfery; and great bewailing was made 
through the Emperor’s court, for his two fons) 
and when the nourifhers came to the chamber, 
they found the children playing, and finging a 
fong of praife and thank{fgiving, to the Father, 
Son, and Holy Ghoft, for reftoring their lives, 
Then they returned with all hafte unto the 
Emperor and Emprefs, and fhewed them how 
the children were living, and that about their 
throats where they were cut, they had circles 
ef gold: whereof were great joy and gladnefs 
in all the court, with thankfgiving to Ged for 
that exceeding great miracle and wonderful 
work, 

Now the Emperor with a great multitude | 
aflembled together, and went with King Alex- 
ander into Egypt, and fet him again in poffef- | 
fion of his realm. ‘The queen and the knight, 
who had lived long together in adultery, he | 
caufed to be flain: and when this was done, 
the 
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Hiathe “ror hadséne only fitter, whom he 
Mamarried uptoeSing Alexander. 

i ele nm Rane alexander had obtained all his 
Biiivealm again, and was fet in rett aid peace, the 


c 


| uber returned unto his empire, and King 
2 Alexander fo wiiely and politickly governed: 
Mihimiel€in all his affairs, that he overcame his 
rébellious enemies. 
And when he was feated tn his glory, peace, 
and might, he thought .wpon his father and 
mother, by whom he ‘was’ Ga) mite the {ea,. 
who dstelled in’far parts, and fent a meflengér 
to Jet them know that the King of Egypt upon 
fuschia day would be with chim to view thofe 
parts of the country, and to fpert himfelf, and 
fomuke a royal t featt, When the meffenger ar- 
Fived there. Sis received hin. with Hol ours, 
bowitifel entertainments, and précious. gitts 5 
and tent) him ok fayii ig—thi at their fervices: 
Drould be'ready. at al Hl times to-do-the king’s 
pleafures but that they could no pofably aif 
rern’ €hat be fhould vouchfafe them. that-ho- 
nour, wherof they were not worthy) as te 
| if them sn thofe parts, to fport himfelf there 
eR Se 


es cane recurnemy, and fhewed ae 
as ; 


Heniid 3 m sehae’ man el they. aad ye hin, pet 
pow fainful they were and ready to do ‘him 
he , wherewith He king was exceedingly 
Bicaka, When the day fixed was cortie, the 
Mine with a fair company rode towards his fat 
| thes's 
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ther’s houfe, who was to his father and mother 
unknown, 

When the king came néar his father’s calle, 
the knight rode joyfully to meet him, uad as 
he came nigh to the king, he alighted; and 
did him reverence upon his knees: but. the 
king took him up prefently, and commanded 
him to take horfe again, and fo they rode toge- 
ther unto the caftle. 

And when thev were come thither, the wo- 
men came unto him, anil fell upon her knees, 
and welcomed him gladly; and the king took 
her up as Jovingly and kiffed hers She faid 
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unto hin—-My Lord, you do us, unworthy, 
this honour with the prefence of your mot 
honourable perfonage, which we fhall never be 
able to deferve. | 

After 
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After the: meat was all ready, and the time” 

| of day was come to go-to dinner, the father : 

f)\) came with a baton and ewer, and the mother 

B)) with a towel, faying—Sir, all things are rea- 

| dy; pleafeth it. you to, wafh? and when the 

@) king {aw that, he fmiled, and faid to himfelf— 

‘Now is the fong of the nightingale true, that 

my father and mother fhould gladly do as I 

have faid, if myfelt would thereunto content: 

but he would not {uffer them to do him any 

i fuch fervice, faying—Your age is to be ho- 

* noured; and theretore | will have none of it. 

| Then-he called one of his fervants, whom he 

commanded to do that fervice. The knight 

faid— You will not fufter us to do it for our ho+ 

| nour, becfufe we are not worthy thereot. The 

| king faid-—Have.! not faid, that for your age I 

F fore ear your Wien the king was ieated at 

ithe table, he fet his-mother on the right-hand 

tof him, and his father on the left; and thea, as 

|) much as they might. or fat did behold his 

| favour and countenance 


| Dinner being over, the king retired into a 
| fair chamber, and made. the knicht) with his 
lady fo'low him, and commanded, all otpiers ta 
| be thfent. 


veg] 


i i When they were alone, the king faid—-Haye 


j ai you no child: en 2 T hey pS ORES, e h yave 
|) neither. fen nor daughter. Then. the a: 
Ni faid-—Had you never any? The knic hy itn: 
W) fwered——-We had one fon, but he is long <0 | 
geez : 


THE SEVEN WISE MASTERS. 181 


dead. The king afked of what death he died? 
and the knight faid—-Of a natural one. Then 
the king faid—tf [find it otherwife, you are 
found in a moft horrid fault. Then afkeed the 
knight—My moft honourable and renowned 
Lord, wherefore enquire you fo earneltly after 
our fon? The king anfwered—Not without 
jut caufe; and therefore | mut and will know 
of what death he died: if you will not tell me 
I fhall caufe you both to fuffer moft fhameful 
éeaths. 


When they heard that, they fell upon the 
ground on their knees before him, and afked 
his pardon and forgivenefs: but the king fuf- 
fered them not to. kneel, and took them up, 
faying—T’o that intent I came not unto your 
Houfe, to eat your bread and to betray you. 
But fay tome the very truth, and you ‘hall 
be pardoned; for it is given me to-underftand . 
that you have: put him to death; and if that be 
made to appear againft, you, judgsnent will en- 
fue, and you mutt die a moft fhameful death, 
Then faid the knight—My moft honourable 
Lord, fave my life; and I will fhew you the 
very truth, The king faid—Fear not, for 
fhall do youno harm, . | 


Then anfwered the knight, and faid—Moft 
dread fovereign Lord, we had a fon that was 
wife, learned, and intelligent; and upon a da 
as he ftood before us, and ferved at the table, 
there came to the window a nightingale, that 
fung 


epg 
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i) fung exceeding fweetly, whofe fong he began 
@) | to interpret, and to tell us what it meant, and 
faid—'] his bird fingeth, that I fhall become fo 
great and mighty a lord, that-you, my father, 
dhall be glad to hold a bint fon with water to wafh 
my hands, and my mother a towel, if I will 


foffer it. 


And. when | heard that, I was fore moved, 
and vexed intrmy mind; and fo I took him upon 
my fhoulder, and caft him into the fea that he 
might be drowned. ‘Chen faid ‘the king—- 
What evil had come to you, if he had been 
made fo great! Methinks it would have been 
for your honour and profit. Vhe knight faid, 
My ‘renowned Lord, it was for no reafon,. but 
madnefs. ‘The king an{wered—It* was a great 
folly in you that you fhould a& againft the or- 
dinance cf God. Now you fhall know for a 
|: truth, T am your fon that. you éaft into the 
| dea, znd God of his great mercy hath faved 
ime, and by his grace brought me to this eliate 
| and dignity. 


Hal The father and mother heaton that, with 
fear and joy amazed, fel! flat unto the ground, 
whom he lovingly took up, faying—Fear. not, 
but rather rejoice, for you fhall fuffer no harm 
but mv exaltation fhall be to your glory and 
) profit: and fo he kiffed his father and mother 
) with great joy. Hhen began the mother to 
| -weep greatly; and the king laid to her—Leave 
eff your forrowing, and be of good ee 
er 
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for in my realm »you fhall be honoured above 
me, during my life”. And he took them with 
him into his kingdom, where they dwelled a 
Jong time in honour and joy, and ended their 
days with comfort and love of all the pso- 


ple. 
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Here follows the Application of the Example te 


the Pur ‘pafe - 


Gs Raeome) faid Dioclefian, the Emperor’s 
fon—Lord, have you underitood what 
I bave fatd? Phe Emperor antwered—Right 
well. Then faid the fon—My mot honoured 
and renowned father, although that God hath 
given and endued me with wifdony and under- 
ftanding above others, that fhall not be an im- 
pairing of your honour and might, but more 
for the prefervation and maintenance of the 
fame: fo in like manner, the king’s molt ex- 
cellent majefty, which was nothing to the 
hindrance of the father; but this rather for his 
worfhip, profit and greater comfort: for as 
long as they lived, it wasin very great joy and 
mirth that they were loved of the people, and 
honoured of the kingdom. “Then faid the Em- 
peror—My beloved fon, I will wholly refign 
all the empire unto you, to govern and rule, 
for I perceive well by your narration that you 
have to me declared, that it is beft for me, and 
moft for my eafe, now to leave this worldly 
and tedious bufinefs, and the labour and care 
of aking, and betake me to my re{t and eafe, 
for 1am old and feeble. “Then anfwered the 
fon, and faid unto his father-—-My moit ho- 
nourable Lord and father, fo fhall it be; but 
as long as you live, you fhall have the autho- 
fity and government of the empire at yeur 


Come 
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command, as it appertaineth unto an Empe- 
ror; but in all the bufineffés that are labori- 
ous and troublefome, I will always be ready to 
adminiiter any fervice that Jays in my power, 
according to my bounden duty. 


a ae 
é 
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How Sfudgment was given againft the Emptefs, 
and how that foe with her Lover were put to 
Death. 


gi Alene the Emperor commanded the 
judges and juitices to fit in judgment, 
and to bring again the Emprefs before them, 
with the lidies, and alfo the ribauld, her beft 
beloved, cloathed in the vefture and habit of a 
woman, whom he caufed to ftand next unto 
the Emprefs. Then the Emperor’s fon afked 
fentence and juft. judgment upon them; fay- 
ing—My mott honourable Lord and father, 
even as you are Emperor of the world, and 
that your majefty and power requireth to do 
true juftice unto al! your fubjects that defire 
it; fo now if demand, that you thisday do give 
right fentence and true judgment upon the 
untruth, falfhood, and fhame, which were 
put and alledged unto me by the Emprefss for 


| the which accufations 1 have been often led 


unto the gallows, and have ftood in great jeo- 
pardy and peril of my life, and alfo that fhe 
hath been to you untrue of her body, as you 
have feen by good proof made before you$ 
and on*the which I afk judgment: and there- 
fore command your juftices and judges‘to give 
fentence thereupon according to right, equity, 
and law. 


When the Emprefs heard this, fhe fell flat te 


the earth before the Emperor, and afked meet 
‘ ané 
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and forgivenefs for her juft offence and mifcon- 
duct; but it availed nothing, for the fon infift- 
ed on juitice and judgment. Then {pake the 
judges—Her own mifdeeds condemn her, and 
the report of her leman by her kept and found; 
therefore, we give fentence againft the Em- 
prefs—That fhe fhall be bound to a horfe’s 
tail, and drawn through the ftreets of the city 
to the place of execution, and there be burnt, 
We alfo judge and give fentence againit the ris 
bauld—T hat he fhall be quartered and finitten 
in pieces; and-his flefh eaft to the hounds, and 
birds of the air, to devour him: and: this-fen- 
tence was approbated and allowed by all the 
people. 


Hereafter, in fhort time, died the Emperor, 
and his fon Dioclefian governed and ruled the 
empire with great wifdom, and always held 
and kept his Mafters with him in great honour 
and glory.’ By whofe counfel and wifdom he 
governed the empire, and excelled all his pre- 
decefiors in riches, and doing right and juftice, 
and his Mafters fo loved him above all others, 
that many times they put themfelves in great 
peril and jeopardy of their lives for him: and 
fo ended their days with joy and honour, tothe 
praife of Almighty Gop, 


Bae RO ES 


